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Veteran’s parents find comfort after donating son’s organs 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Before Andrew Koe- 
hle died of an accidental fentanyl overdose 
in 2017, he had plans. 

The Air Force veteran had just com¬ 
pleted the training necessary to become 
eligible for a new job, and he was filling out 
applications. He was remodeling his home 
in Erie, Pa., and had just bought a stack of 
lumber to build new flower beds. 

“Out of all the emotions I went through, 


that was the thing that hit me the hardest 
— that he had plans,” said his father, re¬ 
tired Lt. Col. Bill Koehle. “He had plans 
for his future.” 

At 36, Koehle died before creating the 
life he had intended, Bill Koehle said. So 
when presented the option to donate their 
son’s organs, his parents decided that 
would become part of their son’s legacy. 

“We tried to make sense of this tragedy 
and part of that was donating his organs to 
ensure he lived on somehow,” Bill Koehle 
said. “You try to make some meaning out 


of a life, and this was an opportunity.” 

As is standard, Koehle’s parents learned 
some details about the people who re¬ 
ceived their son’s organs six weeks after 
his death, including their ages, hobbies 
and health. There were five, and three of 
them were veterans. 

A 59-year-old Navy veteran who works 
as a cross-country truck driver received 
Koehle’s liver. 

A pair of 71-year-olds, one an Air Force 
veteran and the other an Army vet, received 

SEE ORGANS ON PAGE 4 



Andy Koehle is 
seen in his Air 
Force graduation 
photo when he 
left basic training 
in 2002. Koehle 
died of a fentanyl 
overdose in 
2017, and his 
organs went to 
save five people. 


Courtesy of Koehle family 














Page 2 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, December 27,2018 


EUROPE 


Merit milestone 

Stuttgart base student garners all 
Scout badges in rare achievement 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — 
When 17-year-old Gavin Kisby 
moved to the military commu¬ 
nity here at the start of the school 
year, he had one piece of unfin¬ 
ished Scout business that needed 
tending. 

Having earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout at 14, his goal was 
to eventually obtain every merit 
badge the Scouts had to offer — a 
rare achievement. This past fall, 
there was one left — water sports 
— and he needed to find a Scout 
counselor and a place to get the job 
done. 

“That was a tough one, but it 
turned out my neighbor across 
the street was a counselor,” said 
Kisby, who lives on Kelley Bar¬ 
racks where his dad is assigned to 
U.S. Africa Command. 

After some instruction, Kisby 
recently received his last merit 
badge after successfully waterski¬ 
ing around St. Leoner Lake near 
Heidelberg. 

The final merit badge was the 
culmination of a quest that began 
when he started the Boy Scouts as 
an 11-year-old. 

The Boy Scouts do not keep an 
official record of all the members 
who have garnered every merit 
badge. But the website Merit 
Badge Knot has become an unof¬ 
ficial recordkeeper and puts the 
number at about 400. For perspec¬ 
tive, the Boy Scouts of America 
has had more than 110 million 
participants since it was founded 
in 1910. 


For Kisby, a student at Stuttgart 
High School, reaching the mile¬ 
stone has meant having to demon¬ 
strate proficiency in a wide range 
of skills. There are badges for ev¬ 
erything from fire safety and first 
aid to cooking and bugling. 

One of the toughest, Kisby 
said, was scuba diving because 
of the cost of learning the skill. 
So he started up a business, sell¬ 
ing wreaths he made out of empty 
shotgun shells, to pay for it. 

“All profit went to fees and gear 
for the badges,” said Kisby’s fa¬ 
ther, Doug. 

The toughest for the family 
involved the ear-piercing hours 
that Gavin spent learning 15 dif¬ 
ferent bugle calls. It took almost 
two years to earn the badge, Doug 
said. But the activities brought the 
family together. 

“As the only boy in our fam¬ 
ily with four sisters, he made it a 
point to include them as much as 
possible too,” his father said. 

Along the way, Kisby said the 
quest for all the merit badges has 
given him more self-confidence. 

“I was shy and the merit badges 
forced me to open up. It helped me 
to talk with people,” Kisby said. 
“There’s a lot of commitment that 
goes into this.” 

Meanwhile, through his work 
on the badges, Kisby said he dis¬ 
covered a love for working with 
his hands and metal. The weld¬ 
ing badge made him think about 
a future career in welding. Either 
that, or a park ranger, he said. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Above: Gavin 
Kisby, a student 
at Stuttgart 
High School, 
has earned all 
137 Boy Scout 
merit badges, 
widely regarded 
in Scout circles 
as rare. 

Left: Kisby 
received his 
final badge 
earlier this 
year after 
waterskiing 
around St. 
Leoner 
Lake near 
Heidelberg, 
Germany. 


Courtesy of Doug Kisby 
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Mattis' replacement likely 
will face close scrutiny 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Deputy Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan, shown speaking to 
reporters outside the Pentagon on Dec. 19, was named acting 
defense secretary after the resignation of Jim Mattis. 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The depar¬ 
ture of Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis next week will thrust Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s largely un¬ 
known choice for acting Pentagon 
chief into the military hot seat and 
shift attention to the search for a 
permanent replacement who will 
probably face sharp Capitol Hill 
questioning about the adminis¬ 
tration’s murky foreign policy. 

Trump tweeted Sunday that 
Deputy Defense Secretary Pat¬ 
rick Shanahan will take over as 
acting head of the department on 
Jan. 1, elevating a former Boeing 
Co. senior executive with little ex¬ 
perience in international affairs. 
Shanahan worked for Boeing for 
more than three decades and was 
a senior vice president when he 
became Pentagon deputy in July 
2017. His time on the job has been 
mainly focused on the business 
side of the department and its 
budget in excess of $700 billion. 

A White House official said 
that in the new year Trump wants 
to focus on streamlining pur¬ 
chases at the Pentagon, an issue 
on which Shanahan has already 
been working. The official asked 
not to be identified publicly dis¬ 
cussing personnel matters. 

But there are looming policy 
questions about the wars in Syria 


and Afghanistan, including criti¬ 
cal decisions about how the Penta¬ 
gon will carry out Trump’s order 
last week to pull all 2,000 U.S. 
troops out of Syria and withdraw 
up to half of the 14,000 American 
forces in Afghanistan. 

Both decisions trigger massive 
logistical challenges to get the 
troops and equipment out of both 
war zones safely, without further 
inflaming U.S. allies or boosting 
the aspirations of the enemy. 

A key unanswered question is 
what the administration will do 
for the U.S.-backed Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces, which have gotten 
weapons and training to fight Is¬ 
lamic State insurgents. The SDF 
will face almost certain attacks 
from Turkey, the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment and ISIS once the U.S. 
leaves, and officials don’t know if 
the Syrian rebels will have to re¬ 
turn the weapons to the U.S. 

Shanahan hasn’t been to either 
war zone, and officials say he’s 
likely to depend heavily on Ma¬ 
rine Gen. Joseph Dunford, chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Dunford is scheduled to leave the 
job and retire Sept. 30, and Trump 
has already said he is nominat¬ 
ing Gen. Mark Milley, the Army 
chief, as the next chairman. 

Dunford, who was in Afghani¬ 
stan on Monday with a USO show, 
has been telling troops that so far 
the mission in Afghanistan has 


not changed, said his spokesman, 
Air Force Col. Pat Ryder. Ryder 
said Dunford “told them that 
they’re American soldiers, they 
have a mission to do, and to just 
get after it.” 

Mattis’ departure signals an 
acrimonious end to a tense rela¬ 
tionship between him and Trump 
that had eroded in recent months. 
Mattis hand-delivered a scathing 
resignation letter to the president 
Thursday in protest over Trump’s 
decision to withdraw U.S. troops 
from Syria. 

In the letter, Mattis made clear 
that he didn’t see eye to eye with 
a president who has expressed 
disdain for NATO. That drew a 
critical tweet from Trump on 
Monday. 

“We are substantially subsidiz¬ 
ing the Militaries of many VERY 
rich countries all over the world, 
while at the same time these 
countries take total advantage 
of the U.S., and our TAXPAY¬ 
ERS, on Trade,” Trump tweeted. 
“General Mattis did not see this 
as a problem. I DO, and it is being 
fixed!” 

The reaction to Mattis’ depar¬ 
ture, however, sparked shock 
and dismay on Capitol Hill. U.S. 
officials said the fallout angered 
Trump and fueled his decision to 
accelerate the Mattis departure. 

U.S. officials said they don’t 
know if Shanahan will be 


Trump’s nominee to replace Mat¬ 
tis. During a White House lunch 
with conservative lawmakers 
Saturday, Trump discussed his 
options. They were “not all mili¬ 
tary,” said Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., who was there. 

Names that are quietly begin¬ 
ning to surface include some of 
the civilian leaders of the mili¬ 
tary services such as Air Force 
Secretary Heather Wilson and 
Army Secretary Mark Esper, an 
acknowledgement that someone 
who has already undergone Sen¬ 
ate confirmation is considered a 
safer bet. 

Shanahan did not serve in the 
military. His father was in the 
Army and deployed to Vietnam. 

He earned a bachelor’s degree 


in mechanical engineering from 
the University of Washington, 
then a master’s in mechanical 
engineering as well as an MBA 
from the Sloan School of Manage¬ 
ment at the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology. 

In addition to work in Boeing’s 
commercial airplanes programs, 
Shanahan was vice president and 
general manager of Boeing Mis¬ 
sile Defense Systems and of Boe¬ 
ing Rotorcraft Systems. 

In a March 2016 report, the 
Puget Sound Business Journal 
called Shanahan a Boeing “fix- 
it” man who was central to get¬ 
ting the 787 Dreamliner on track 
after production problems in the 
program’s early years. 


Brother: Mattis not angry after Trump forced him out early 


By Hal Bernton 
and David Gutman 

The Seattle Times 

Tom Mattis got a phone call Sunday 
morning from his younger brother. It 
wasn’t the cheeriest of conversations. 

His brother, Jim Mattis, had just learned 
that President Donald Trump wanted 
him to leave his post as defense secretary 
on Jan. 1 rather than continue on until a 
planned resignation on Feb. 28. 

Jim Mattis appeared unruffled by this 
latest development after the stormy week 
in Washington. 

“He was very calm about the whole 
thing. Very matter of fact. No anger, ” Tom 
Mattis recalled in an interview from his 
home in Richland, Wash. “As I have said 
many times in other circumstances, Jim 
knows who he is ... many more Americans 
(now) know his character.” 

Tom Mattis is unsure just what will come 
next for his brother, or when he will return 
to their hometown of Richland, where 
they grew up while their father worked at 
the Hanford nuclear site and where their 
mother, Lucille Mattis, still resides at the 
age of 96. 

But Tom Mattis is proud of his brother’s 
decision to tender his letter of resignation 
last week after Trump made an abrupt 
decision to withdraw 2,000 U.S. troops 
from Syria. That letter, which sent shock 
waves through Washington, cited his belief 
that the nation’s strength is “inextricably 
linked” to alliances and the need to treat 
allies with respect, and said Trump de- 



Susan Walsh/A P 


Defense Secretary Jim Mattis will leave 
his post Jan. 1. His brother, Tom, said 
Mattis is not angry after President Donald 
Trump forced him to leave early. 

served a defense secretary better aligned 
with his views. 

Tom Mattis is convinced that his brother 
is not yet ready for a quiet retirement. 


“No one should assume that his service 
to his country will end. And the manner of 
his departure is yet another service to the 
nation. It is the very definition of patrio¬ 
tism and integrity,” Tom Mattis told The 
Seattle Times. 

Tom Mattis, like his younger brother, 
served in the Marine Corps. His six years 
of service began in 1967 and included a 
brutal 14-month tour of duty in Vietnam in 
an artillery battalion while Jim was a fresh¬ 
man at Central Washington University. 

Tom Mattis said he doesn’t think his 
choice of military service prompted his 
brother to enter the Marine Corps Reserve 
in 1969. 

Rather, it was their upbringing in a fam¬ 
ily where the Marines were always held in 
high regard. 

“I think there was no question that, for 
both of us, when we would come of age we 
would end up enlisting,” Tom Mattis said. 

Tom said both he and his brother em¬ 
brace the Marine Corps motto — semper 
fidelis (fi), a Latin phrase that means “al¬ 
ways faithful.” 


Tom Mattis said that his brother’s loyalty 
lies with the Constitution and the Ameri¬ 
can people. 

“Jim will always give his best advice and 
speak truth to power — regardless of the 
consequences,” he said. 

The two brothers have remained close 
through the decades. 

Jim Mattis served in the Marine Corps 
for 44 years before he retired as a gen¬ 
eral in 2013 and took a position as a visit¬ 
ing fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover 
Institution before being tapped after the 
2016 election to serve as defense secretary 
under Trump. He never married. 

Tom Mattis worked in Oregon for state 
government for many years before retir¬ 
ing, eventually moving back to Richland in 
2015 to look after their mother. 

Tom Mattis said his brother continues 
to check in on an almost daily basis with 
their mother, and returns when possible to 
Richland for visits. 

Tom said he last saw his brother in No¬ 
vember, when the defense secretary made 
a brief pre-Thanksgiving Day stopover 
in Richland that included an appearance 
at the Chief Joseph Middle School where 
both brothers went to school. 

Tom Mattis said his older brother was 
never scheduled to come home for the 
Christmas holidays, and instead hoped to 
go to the Middle East to visit troops. 

That trip now appears to be off as Jim 
Mattis prepares to leave the Pentagon, ac¬ 
cording to Tom Mattis. 


No one should assume that his service to his country 
will end. And the manner of his departure is yet 
another service to the nation. It is the very definition 
of patriotism and integrity. * 

Tom Mattis 

brother of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
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Organs: Parents want to raise 
awareness of donation process 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

his kidneys. One had been on di¬ 
alysis for three years before the 
donation. The other now spends 
his time volunteering and being 
with his four children and eight 
grandchildren. 

Two other people benefitted 
from Koehle’s donation: a 35- 
year-old man with cystic fibrosis 
who received his lungs, and a 38- 
year old father of three who has 
his heart. 

“I was pleasantly surprised,” 
Bill Koehle said. “You see and 
read about other veterans who 
are struggling, whether it’s men¬ 
tally or physically, and if we could 
bring some wholeness to their life 
through this gift, that gives me 
a great sense of fulfillment and 
meaning.” 

Bill and Pat Koehle, both 68, 
want their son’s story to offer 
direction for others. They’re en¬ 
couraging people to register for 
organ donation. Koehle regis¬ 
tered when he received his driv¬ 
er’s license. 

Nearly 115,000 people are wait¬ 
ing for a life-saving transplant at 
any given time, according to the 
Center for Organ Recovery and 
Education, the nonprofit in Pitts¬ 
burgh that coordinated Koehle’s 
donation. CORE is one of 58 
federally designated nonprofit 


organ procurements organiza¬ 
tions in the United States, and it 
works with the United Network 
for Organ Sharing to find donor 
matches. 

Relatively few people who die 
each year are eligible for organ 
donation. Most deceased donors 
lost brain function but were kept 
alive by their hearts and lungs. 

The Koehles also want veter¬ 
ans struggling with mental health 
problems to seek help and confide 
in their loved ones. 

Survival and struggle 

Pat Koehle could tell from their 
phone conversations that her son 
in Iraq was frightened. 

Andrew Koehle, a senior air¬ 
man, deployed in mid-2006 dur¬ 
ing Operation Enduring Freedom 
to Balad Air Base — often the tar¬ 
get of mortar attacks. 

“I knew for him to call me, he 
was pretty petrified about what 
was going on,” Pat Koehle said. 
“He was just scared and wanted 
to have someone to talk to while 
he was dealing with that.” 

Andrew Koehle survived Iraq. 
But when he came home in early 
2007 he struggled with post-trau¬ 
matic stress, she said. At the time 
of his death, he was being treated 
SEE STRUGGLE ON PAGE 5 



Courtesy of Pat and Bill Koehle 

Senior Airman Andy Koehle — shown with his mother, Pat Koehle, while he was enlisted in the Air Force 
— served as an air transportation journeyman. Andy deployed to Iraq in 2006, and Rat could tell from 
their phone conversations that he was struggling. His problems continued after coming home. 
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Struggle: It’s so gratifying to know he could help other people’ 


FROM PAGE 4 

for the stress and for a back injury 
related to his military service. 

While at home one day in Janu¬ 
ary 2017, Koehle was offered fen- 
tanyl, an opioid painkiller that is 
the most commonly used drug 
involved in fatal overdoses. He 
took it and suffered a heart at¬ 
tack. When he arrived at UPMC 
Hamot hospital in Erie, Koehle 
was unconscious. Doctors even¬ 
tually determined he was brain- 
dead, his mother said. 

Bill Koehle didn’t know what 
exactly his son experienced dur¬ 
ing the Iraq War until after he 
had died. Bill and Pat Koehle 
were divorced, and Andrew Koe¬ 
hle didn’t really confide in his 
father. 

Andrew Koehle was seeing a 
counselor at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs who suggested 
he write about his experiences 
there. After his son’s death, Bill 
Koehle found those journals. 

“I wish he would’ve talked to me 
more ... I don’t know if I could’ve 
helped, but I could’ve given him 
a level of support that maybe he 
wasn’t getting,” he said. “There’s 
this stigma about seeking help 
and talking that I wish vets would 
get over. It’s not a weakness to ask 
for help and share your feelings. 
Talk.” 


Learn more about 
organ donation 

Who can donate: Donate Life 
America encourages everyone 
to register as an organ donor, 
regardless of age or medical 
history. Your medical condition 
at the time of death will deter¬ 
mine what organs and tissues 
could be donated. Living donor 
candidates should be in good 
physical and mental health and 
be at least 18 years old. 

How to register: Choose “yes" 
to organ donation when receiv¬ 
ing or renewing your driver’s 
license. You can also register 
at DMV.org or through the 
nonprofit Donate Life America 
at registerme.org. 


Continued service 

Andrew Koehle was sarcastic, 
his mother said, with a sharp- 
edged sense of humor that “just 
never stopped.” 

Bill Koehle described him as 
someone who was always willing 
to help others. Besides providing 
a home for his cousin and uncle, 
Andrew Koehle had recently 
loaned a friend $1,000. Bill found 
an informal note about the loan 


when going through his son’s 
things after his death. 

He had a big, fluffy dog, Da¬ 
kota, who was always by his side. 
After Andrew Koehle died, Dako¬ 
ta went to live with Bill Koehle. 

“They were inseparable,” Pat 
Koehle said. “If he left and took 
off in his truck, she would lie 
beside me waiting for him to get 
back.” 

After he finished high school, 
Andrew Koehle didn’t know what 
he wanted to do. His father and 
two grandfathers served in the 
military, and he chose to enlist in 
the Air Force to find some direc¬ 
tion, Bill Koehle said. 

Though he struggled with post- 
traumatic stress, Andrew Koehle 
was proud of his service, his fa¬ 
ther said. He continued to serve in 
the Pennsylvania National Guard 
after leaving active duty. He kept 
all of his uniforms, and he collect¬ 
ed military memorabilia. 

To his parents, his service con¬ 
tinued after his death. Pat Koehle 
knew he felt strongly about organ 
donation, she said. When present¬ 
ed with the option, it was an easy 
choice. 

“It was reassuring and some¬ 
how comforting that after he died 
to know part of him went on to 
stay,” she said. “It was something 
I could then say out loud to myself. 
I hate the fact Andrew’s dead, but 


% 




it’s so gratifying to know he could 
help other people.” 


Above: Senior Airman Andy 
Koehle poses on top of a graffiti- 
covered MiG-23 fighter aircraft 
on Balad Air Base in Iraq. 

When he returned home, Koehle 
struggled with post traumatic- 
stress and a back injury. 

Left: Koehle sits in a bunker 
at Balad. After Koehle died 
of a drug overdose in 2017, 
his father, retired Lt. Col. Bill 
Koehle, found journals in which 
he described mortar attacks 
on the base. 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentling Photos courtesy of Pat and Bill Koehle 
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Trump makes first visit to troops in war zone 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

AL-ASAD AIRBASE, Iraq — President 
Donald Trump made an unannounced 
visit to Iraq on Wednesday, leaving behind 
a partially shuttered U.S. government to 
greet American troops helping hold off ex¬ 
tremists in a country where thousands of 
Americans died during the recent war. 

It comes a week after Trump stunned his 
national security advisers by announcing 
that he would withdraw U.S. troops from 
neighboring Syria where they have been 
fighting Islamic State militants. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis abruptly resigned 
following the announcement, and Trump’s 
decision rattled allies around the world, in¬ 
cluding in Iraq. 

Trump’s trip was shrouded in secre¬ 
cy. Air Force One flew overnight from 
Washington, landing at an airbase west 
of Baghdad under the cover of darkness 
Wednesday evening. It is his first visit with 
troops stationed in a troubled region. 

Fifteen years after the 2003 invasion, 
the U.S. still has more than 5,000 troops in 


Iraq supporting the government as it con¬ 
tinues the fight against remaining pockets 
of resistance by Islamic State. ISIS has lost 
a significant amount of territory in Iraq 
and Syria but is still seen as a threat. 

Trump, who speaks often about his 
support for the U.S. military, had faced 
criticism for not yet visiting U.S. troops 
stationed in harm’s way as he comes up on 
his two-year mark in office. He told The 
Associated Press in an interview in Octo¬ 
ber that he “will do that at some point, but 
I don’t think it’s overly necessary.” He later 
began to signal that such a troop visit was 
in the offing. 

Trump had planned to spend Christmas 
at his private club in Florida, but stayed 
behind in Washington becuase of the 
shutdown. It’s unclear whether his trip to 
Iraq was added after it became apparent 
that the government would be shut down 
indefinitely due to a stalemate between 
Trump and congressional Democrats over 
the president’s demand for a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

Adding to the tumult, the stock market 
has been experiencing heavy losses over 


concerns about a slowing global economy 
and Trump’s trade war with China . 

Trump’s visit comes at a time when his 
Middle East policy is in flux. He went 
against the views of his top national se¬ 
curity advisers in announcing the Syria 
withdrawal, a decision that risks creating 
a vacuum for extremists to thrive. 

There are dire implications in particu¬ 
lar for neighboring Iraq. The Iraqi govern¬ 
ment now has control of all the country’s 
cities, towns and villages after fighting its 
last urban battles against IS in December 
2017. But its political, military and eco¬ 
nomic situation remains uncertain, and 
the country continues to experience spo¬ 
radic bombings, kidnappings and assassi¬ 
nations, which most people attribute to IS. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi 
recently said Iraqi troops could deploy into 
Syria to protect Iraq from threats across its 
borders. Iraq keeps reinforcements along 
its frontier to guard against infiltration by 
IS militants, who hold a pocket of territory 
along the Euphrates River. 

Trump campaigned for office on a plat¬ 
form of ending U.S. involvement in foreign 


trouble spots, such as Syria, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. The Syria decision will ultimately 
affect all of the approximately 2,000 troops 
deployed in the war-torn country. The Pen¬ 
tagon is also said to be developing plans to 
withdraw up to half of the 14,000 Ameri¬ 
can troops still serving in Afghanistan. 

During the presidential campaign, 
Trump blamed Democrat Hillary Clinton 
for the rise of ISIS, due to the withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Iraq at the end of 2011 
during her tenure as secretary of state. 

President George W. Bush is the one 
who set the 2011 withdrawal date as part 
of an agreement with the Iraqi government 
to gradually shrink the U.S. footprint and 
slowly hand off security responsibilities to 
the government and Iraqi security forces. 

His successor, President Barack Obama, 
wanted to leave a residual force in Iraq to 
help the government manage ongoing se¬ 
curity challenges. But he ultimately went 
ahead with the scheduled pullout in 2011 
after Iraqi’s political leaders rejected terms 
the U.S. sought for legal protections for the 
U.S. troops that would have remained. 


Family of fallen Iraqi linguist arrives in US 



Photos Courtesy of Francis GARDLER/Lincoln (Neb.) Journal Star 


Above and below: The family of Barakat Al Bashar, a Yazidi interpreter killed by a suicide bomber in Iraq 
in 2007, arrives in Lincoln, Neb., last week. 



By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The family of an Iraqi linguist 
killed in action while supporting 
U.S. Special Forces spent their 
first Christmas in America after 
arriving last week in Lincoln, 
Neb. 

Barakat Ali Bashar — known 
as “Andy” to troops — shielded 
then-Army Staff Sgt. Jay Mc¬ 
Bride when a suicide bomber det¬ 
onated his vest during a vehicle 
search near the Syrian border in 
September 2007. 

His last words to McBride 
were: “Take care of my son. Take 
care of my wife.” 

So, when Andy’s family of eth¬ 
nic Yazidis was forced to flee 
their home near Mount Sinjar in 
2014 to escape Islamic State and 
ended up in a camp for displaced 
people in northern Iraq, his old 
Special Forces comrades joined 
an effort to bring them to the 
United States. 

The troops wrote letters sup¬ 
porting the family’s application 
for immigration visas that spoke 
of the debt they owed Andy and 
his bravery in combat. 

This month the soldiers’ pleas 
were answered, and the fam¬ 
ily was granted immigrant visas 
under a program for relatives of 
linguists who have worked with 
U.S. forces. 

Andy’s brother, Aziz, spoke in a 
telephone interview Friday about 
the family’s happiness upon ar¬ 
riving in America. 

Aziz, 31, arrived in Lincoln 
Dec. 19 with Andy’s widow, Laila, 
31; son, Kinan, 11; and mother, 
Tekoz, 62. He also brought his 
own wife, Aliefa, 27; daughter, 
Karen, 5 months; and 4-year-old 
son, who is also named Andy. 

Aziz had some warm words for 
Andy’s battle buddies who sup¬ 
ported the family. 

“They did a lot for us, and ev¬ 


erything they did in their efforts 
is appreciated and we will never 
forget how they helped us,” he 
said. 

“It’s a safe life in America. We 


are happy we got out. Now we 
want our kids to have a good edu¬ 
cation and for us to find work,” he 
said. 

The family members haven’t 


met the troops who helped them, 
but they hope to get together 
soon. 

“Right before we left Iraq, I 
spoke to some of them. Some are 
very excited and want to visit us,” 
Aziz said. 

A soldier who wrote in support 
of the family’s visa applications, 
Army Master Sgt. Todd West, 
said the news that Andy’s ex¬ 
tended family is in America was 
“like Christmas (came) early this 
year.” 

McBride, who served three 
tours to Iraq in 2003-09 with the 
10th Special Forces Group, told 
Stars and Stripes earlier that he 
owes Andy his life and was will¬ 
ing to host his family in his home. 
He didn’t immediately respond 
to emails but he’s heard the good 
news, according to Hadi Pir, an¬ 
other Iraqi linguist who is hosting 



Courtesy of Hadi Pir 


Iraqi linguist Barakat Ali Bashar 
— known as “Andy” to troops — 
was killed by a suicide bomber 
while supporting Army Special 
Forces in September 2007. 

Andy’s family at his Lincoln home 
until they find their own place. 

Pir said they would have plenty 
of support in Lincoln. 

The town is home to about 3,000 
Yazidis, the largest community of 
the ethnic minority in the United 
States. 

Christmas isn’t celebrated by 
Yazidis in Iraq, but Pir said the 
family was enjoying the holi¬ 
day atmosphere and thinking of 
the Special Forces soldiers who 
helped them. 

“For the last four years I was in 
contact with [the soldiers]. When¬ 
ever we needed a letter of recom¬ 
mendation they helped. We are 
glad and happy that our friends 
did not forget about him and they 
cared,” he said. 

The Army says no one should 
be left behind. 

“I felt like my friend’s fam¬ 
ily was left behind,” he said, “but 
they have proved that nobody 
should be left behind.” 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Afghan presidential vote 
delayed by tech issues 


By Amir Shah 

Associated. Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Af¬ 
ghanistan’s presidential election, 
initially scheduled for April, will 
be postponed for several months 
to allow time to fix technical 
problems that surfaced during 
October’s parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, officials said Wednesday. 

More time is needed to verify 
voter lists and train staff on a 
biometric identification system 
designed to reduce fraud, said 
Abdul Aziz Ibrahimi, deputy 
spokesman for the Independent 
Election Commission. 

Parliamentary elections were 
fraught with delays after the few 
staff trained on the biometric sys¬ 
tem did not show up at the polling 
booths and countless registered 
voters could not find their names 
on voter lists. Polling had to con¬ 


tinue for a second day after hun¬ 
dreds of polling stations opened 
several hours late. Several legal 
complaints have been filed to 
challenge the results. 

No new date for the presiden¬ 
tial election has yet been set. 

The last presidential election, 
held in 2014, was mired in contro¬ 
versy and widespread allegations 
of fraud. 

The two leading candidates, 
Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah 
Abdullah, fought a tight race that 
went to a second vote. But before 
the results of the runoff could 
be announced, Abdullah alleged 
massive vote fraud and warned of 
widespread protests. John Kerry, 
then U.S. secretary of state, in¬ 
terceded and helped cobble to¬ 
gether a unity government and 
convinced the election commis¬ 
sion to hold off on announcing the 
results of the runoff, which Ghani 


seemed poised to win. 

Ghani was named president 
and Abdullah was given a newly 
created title of chief executive. 
The arrangement was intended to 
last only two years but has contin¬ 
ued up to the present, resulting in 
a government marked by deep di¬ 
visions that has struggled to com¬ 
bat a resurgent Taliban. 

The postponement of the elec¬ 
tion could give more time for U.S. 
efforts to end the 17-year war. 
U.S. peace envoy Zalmay Khalil- 
zad has crisscrossed the region 
several times since his appoint¬ 
ment in September, reportedly 
meeting with the Taliban on sev¬ 
eral occasions. 

Khalilzad has said he would 
like to see the Taliban and the Af¬ 
ghan government devise a “road 
map” before the April vote. Both 
sides have said that was an unre¬ 
alistic deadline. 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Afghan election workers count ballots during parliamentary elections 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Oct. 21. Afghanistan’s election commission 
said the presidential vote scheduled for April will be postponed to fix 
technical problems that surfaced during the October elections. 


Turkey seeks to 
expel Kurdish 
forces in Syria 


Death toll in 
Kabul attack 
to grow 


Injured men receive treatment at a hospital Tuesday after Monday’s attack in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, in which a suicide bomber and gunmen armed with assault rifles and 
explosives set off an eight-hour-long siege. 




Rahmat Gul/AP 


By Sayed Salahuddin 

The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The death toll 
from an attack Monday on two government 
office buildings by heavily armed men 
rose to 43 people, public Health Ministry 
officials said Tuesday. 

Scores of government workers were 
trapped inside their offices in a densely 
populated area of the Afghan capital dur¬ 
ing a 10-hour firefight, punctuated by a se¬ 
ries of blasts, and government troops did 
not manage to kill the last assailant until 
just before dawn Tuesday. 

“The toll may go up as we are still evac¬ 
uating casualties,” public health ministry 
spokesman Waheed Majroh said. Scores of 
people were wounded in the attack. 

Majroh said most of the victims were 
employees of the Ministry of Public Works 
and the Ministry for Martyrs and Dis¬ 
abled People, which provides services to 
thousands of war veterans and others af¬ 
fected by conflict. Among the dead were 11 
women who worked in those facilities. 

No armed group has claimed respon¬ 
sibility for the attack, the first major vio¬ 
lent assault in the capital since last month, 
when a terrorist bomber killed more than 
50 people who had gathered in a hotel to 
celebrate the birthday of the prophet Mu¬ 
hammad. Taliban insurgents denied any 
involvement in the Monday attack. 

“What is the justification for targeting 
civilian offices and killing people who are 
helping the disabled and martyrs’ fami¬ 
lies?” shouted a man named Shamsullah, 
who lives near that ministry. “This is very 
barbaric.” 

The attack began with a car bomb out¬ 
side one ministry. Then a group of gun¬ 
men burst into both buildings and roamed 
among the offices, trapping more than 350 
employees. 


“They breached the armored door with 
rocket,” Abdul Jalil, a survivor, told To- 
loNews TV. “I was hiding in the balcony. 
Two men entered our office. One told the 
other to bring a lighter, and they set the 
office on fire.” Television images showed 
burned offices with broken computers, and 
a child care center in one ministry report¬ 
edly came under fire. 

“Attackers appeared from downstairs 
and were shooting at anyone they saw,” 
Abdul Aziz, a survivor with a bullet wound 
in his shoulder, told ToloNews. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Najib 
Danesh said government troops had to act 
with caution to avoid risking the lives of 
those trapped or living near the buildings. 


All roads leading to the area were blocked 
through Tuesday morning. 

The United Nations Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan strongly condemned the at¬ 
tack, saying it had caused “untold human 
suffering to Afghan families ... there is no 
justification whatsoever for such attacks.” 

Although the Taliban denied any involve¬ 
ment in the attack, the government’s chief 
executive, Abdullah Abdullah, blamed the 
group. 

“The Taliban crime syndicate must 
know that with every attack they carry out 
against our people, our resolve is further 
strengthened to eliminate them,” Abdul¬ 
lah tweeted. “Their conduct is a disgrace 
to the very notion of peace.” 


By Zeynep Bilginsoy 

Associated Press 

ISTANBUL — Turkey said Tuesday it is 
working with the United States to coordi¬ 
nate the withdrawal of American forces but 
remains “determined” to clear U.S.-allied 
Kurdish fighters from northeastern Syria. 

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told 
reporters that “if Turkey says it will enter, it 
will” in comments carried by private DHA 
news agency. His comments came amid re¬ 
ports that Turkey-backed Syrian rebels are 
getting ready to begin a military operation 
in and near the northern town of Manbij 
that is controlled by Kurdish-led fighters. 

For weeks, Turkey has been threaten¬ 
ing to launch a new offensive against the 
Kurdish fighters, who partnered with the 
U.S. to drive Islamic State out of much of 
northern and eastern Syria. Ankara views 
the Kurdish forces as terrorists because 
of their links to an insurgent group inside 
Turkey. 

President Donald Trump announced the 
planned withdrawal of U.S. forces after a 
phone call with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan earlier this month. 

The minister also said Ankara and Wash¬ 
ington have agreed to complete a road map 
on Manbij until the U.S. withdraws. Under 
the June deal, Kurdish forces would leave 
Manbij, in the western Euphrates valley, 
but delays have infuriated Turkey. 

Turkey-backed Syrian opposition fight¬ 
ers have been moving to the outskirts of 
Manbij, and the Turkish army contin¬ 
ued to dispatch tanks, artillery and other 
equipment to the border and an area ad¬ 
ministered by Turkey in northern Syria, 
according to Turkish media reports. 

Maj. Youssef Hammoud, of the Turkey- 
backed Syrian rebels known as the Na¬ 
tional Army, said the military operation 
against Kurdish-led forces in northern 
Syria is “near but has not started yet.” 
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A look inside Bagram base’s 
VI CIIw I IvCIf/ million-dollar trash economy 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 


BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan — 
The heaps of garbage made at the largest 
U.S. base in Afghanistan fuel a million-dol¬ 
lar economy that has curbed the use of open 
burn pits linked to medical issues among 
both locals and international troops. 

The sprawling base, home to thousands 
of troops and civilians, makes about 70 
tons of trash each day on average, which 
Afghan workers sort by hand. Over the 
years they’ve plucked out items like clas¬ 
sified documents, live grenades, medical 
needles, detonating cord and even swords, 
setting them aside so they don’t move be¬ 
yond the base. 

Each month, trash workers also find 
hundreds of uniforms, contractors said, 
which troops are supposed to toss into spe¬ 
cial containers so they can be destroyed to 
keep them from reaching militants. 

About half of the trash, however, is 
cleared for recycling and becomes trea¬ 
sure in the form of repurposed goods sold 
outside the base’s walls — furniture from 
discarded wood pallets, pillows from water 
bottles and toilet paper from cardboard 
boxes, for example. Discarded mattresses 
from base are donated to older people in 
the community. 

“What is called waste becomes useful 
for people,” said Bilal 
Momand, general 
manager of Malika and 
Refa Environmental 
Solutions, a contractor 
that recycles the base’s 
trash. 

About 500 Afghans 
are economically de¬ 
pendent on Bagram’s 
waste, he said. 

Bilal Momand A i most everything 
general manager US ed to be burned in 


What 
is called 
waste 
becomes 
useful for 
people . f 


of a recycling open p its, said Chris 
contractor for the Waechter, country en- 
Bagram base vironmental manager 
for Fluor, the contract¬ 
ing company that runs 
many of the services at coalition bases in 
the country. When he got here in 2009, al¬ 
most 300 tons of trash was burned in pits 
daily. 

In the winter, when the smog was too 
heavy to escape the valley surrounding 
Bagram, walking through base was like 
plodding through a dirty cloud, he said. 

“I would walk out and there would be a 
fog over the base,” Waechter said. 

Toxic plumes produced by the burn pits 
have been linked to medical problems 
among veterans of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The Department of Veterans 
Affairs maintains a registry to track those 
who may have been exposed to burn pit 
toxins for possible health issues. A recent 
VA-commissioned report called for track¬ 
ing the health of veterans’ children and 
grandchildren. 

Afghans living near Bagram cough up 
blood and have kidney and liver problems 
that may be linked to the pits, according to 
doctors, health specialists and Afghan gov¬ 
ernment officials who spoke to Radio Free 
Europe in 2011. 

The last open burn pit here was closed 
in 2014, though smaller bases continue to 
bum their trash or send it out to local land¬ 
fills without checking through it, Waechter 
said. The focus of the recycling program is 
to decrease the trash going into incinera¬ 
tors or landfills. 

Once sorted, usable materials are 
trucked just off base to a compound where 
carpenters working for Momand sort 
through scrap wood from things being 



Photos by J.P. Lawrence/S tars and Stripes 


Local workers pick through the tons of garbage thrown out daily by personnel at Bagram Air Field. Around half of the daily garbage 
at the base is burned and half is given to contractors outside the base who recycle and sell the trash. 


built or torn down, one of Bagram’s largest 
sources of waste. Carpenters build tables 
and benches or even birdhouses from it. 
The rest is sold as firewood. 

In a compound behind the carpenters, 
workers rolled large plastic bags onto a 
truck. The plastic gets melted down for 
reuse. Water bottles are shredded to make 
stuffing for pillows. 

At another site, women cleared tomato 
plants from a garden where some of the 
compost made from the 7.5 tons of food 
waste from base cafeterias each day nour¬ 
ishes vegetables that will be sold at stores 
in Kabul. 

In a compound right outside Bagram’s 
walls, Momand stood near a massive pile 
of compost and held up a roll of coarse 
toilet paper. Even that was made from 
Bagram’s trash. Cardboard is mashed up, 
treated with chemicals and made into toi¬ 
let paper that, at five Afghanis a roll — or 
about seven cents — is cheap enough for 
poor Afghans to afford. 

The recycling contract generates about 
$100,000 a month, a number that includes 
sales of raw material to other recycling 
companies, said Momand’s brother, Alex 
Momand, who co-founded the company 
in 2013. The waste materials are cheaper 
than raw imports and he can afford to sell 
it to recycling plants at wholesale prices, 
he said. 

What’s not recycled — about 35 tons of 
garbage each day — is burned in one of two 
incinerators that together guzzle up about 
1,600 gallons of fuel, which includes biodie¬ 
sel made from the base’s cooking oil. 

Waechter said it makes a noticeable dif¬ 
ference. He used to lose sleep thinking 
about the environmental damage of Ba¬ 
gram’s open burn pits. 

“The air quality is better now,” he said. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this story. 
Iawrence.jp@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @jplawrence3 
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Symbol of holidays becomes icon of shutdown 


No end in sight 
for closure 


♦ 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


The Capitol is visible in the background as a man who declined to give his name picks 
up garbage and stacks it near a trash can during a partial government shutdown on the 
National Mall in Washington on Tuesday. 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Christmas has come 
and gone but the partial government shut¬ 
down is just getting started. 

Wednesday brought the first full business 
day after several government departments 
and agencies closed up over the weekend 
due to a budgetary stalemate between Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump and Congress. And 
there is no end in sight. 

The public and federal workers have 
largely been spared inconvenience and 
hardship because government is closed 
on weekends and federal employees were 
excused from work on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas, a federal holiday. The shutdown 
began at midnight last Friday. 

Trump said Tuesday that the closed parts 
of the government will remain that way 
until Democrats agree to wall off the U.S.- 
Mexico border to deter criminal elements. 
He said he’s open to calling the wall some¬ 
thing else as long as he ends up with an ac¬ 
tual wall. 

Asked when the government would re¬ 
open fully, Trump said he couldn’t say. 

“I can’t tell you when the government’s 
going to be open. I can tell you it’s not going 
to be open until we have a wall or fence, 
whatever they’d like to call it,” Trump said, 
referring to Democrats who staunchly op¬ 
pose walling off the border. 

“I’ll call it whatever they want, but it’s 
all the same thing,” he told reporters after 


participating in a holiday video conference 
with representatives from all five branches 
of the military stationed in Alaska, Bahrain, 
Guam and Qatar. 

Trump argued that drug flows and human 
trafficking can be stopped only by a wall. 

“We can’t do it without a barrier. We can’t 
do it without a wall,” he said. “The only way 
you’re going to do it is to have a physical 
barrier, meaning a wall. And if you don’t 
have that then we’re just not opening” the 
government. 

Democrats oppose spending money on a 


wall, preferring instead to pump the dollars 
into fencing, technology and other means of 
controlling access to the border. 

The stalemate over how much to spend 
and how to spend it caused the partial gov¬ 
ernment shutdown that began Saturday fol¬ 
lowing a lapse in funding for departments 
and agencies that make up about 25 percent 
of the government. 

Some 800,000 government workers are 
affected. Many are on the job but must wait 
until after the shutdown to be paid again. 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 
and Calvin Woodward 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The lights 
were not twinkling. The toy trains 
were not whirring. Even the near¬ 
by bathrooms were locked. 

The national Christmas tree, 
symbol of a country’s seasonal 
cheer, instead stood as an icon of 
a government in paralysis as the 
partial shutdown stretched into 
the holiday with an array of feder¬ 
al services frozen, some 800,000 
public servants either idled or 
about to be and the disruption to 
the broader public bound to grow 
when the quiet spell ends later 
this week. 

Already facilities at many na¬ 
tional parks were shuttered, if the 
parks were accessible at all, and 
thousands of federal buildings 
were to remain closed when the 
workweek resumed unless Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and mem¬ 
bers of Congress quickly break 
through a budget impasse that 
the White House said could drag 
on into 2019. 

Under cloudy skies in a brisk 
wind on the third day of the shut¬ 
down, the capital put on little 
holiday wonder for visitors such 
as Greg Forcherio, of Columbia, 
Md., a government contractor 
with no office to work in after 
the holidays as long as federal 
buildings stayed closed. He, his 
wife and their toddler on Monday 
came to see the giant, glittering 
spruce tree brought from Colora¬ 
do to serve as the national Christ¬ 
mas tree, normally a focal point 
for Washington holiday visitors. 

But a locked chain-link fence 
blocked access to the site, and the 
nearby White House visitor’s cen¬ 
ter and its bathrooms were closed, 
with a hand-scrawled sign direct¬ 
ing visitors to portable toilets, 
which also were chained shut. 
“Kind of annoying when you’ve 
got young children,” Forcherio 
said. 

Access to the site was restored 
later Monday and finally, as night 
fell on Christmas Eve, the lights 
returned. The government had 
announced a day earlier that it 
would be sealed off because of the 
shutdown and because repairs 
had slowed after an episode of 
vandalism on the tree before the 
weekend. It reopened with money 
from the National Park Founda¬ 
tion, a charity. 


Federal workers at the agen¬ 
cies affected by the gap in ap¬ 
propriations go unpaid as long as 
the shutdown lasts. They were ex¬ 
pected to get retroactive pay once 
the impasse was broken. 

The shutdown affected national 
parks unevenly, some still acces¬ 
sible with bare-bones staffing lev¬ 
els, some operating with money 
from states or charitable groups 
and others locked off. Arizona and 
Utah officials implemented plans 
to keep open Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches, Bryce Canyon and Zion 
national parks and provide ser¬ 
vices such as public restrooms, 
shuttles and trash collection. 
Concession operations such as 
lodges remained open, and Utah’s 


money for parks in that state in¬ 
cluded visitor centers. 

Among sites closed outright: in 
the southwest alone, Bandelier 
National Monument and Valles 
Caldera National Preserve in 
northern New Mexico; White 
Sands National Monument in 
southern New Mexico; Petrified 
National Forest National Park 
in northern Arizona; and Casa 
Grande Ruins National Monu¬ 
ment in south-central Arizona. 

Of the roughly 800,000 federal 
employees facing deferred pay, 
more than half were deemed es¬ 
sential, such as U.S. Secret Ser¬ 
vice agents and Transportation 
Security Administration airport 
agent. About 380,000 were to be 


furloughed. Legislation ensuring 
that workers receive back pay 
was expected to clear Congress. 

The immediate impact was 
blunted by the timing of the shut¬ 
down — spanning a weekend and 
now Christmas Eve and Christ¬ 
mas, both federal holidays. But 
there was little chance to solve 
anything before Thursday at the 
earliest, when the House and 
Senate return to work. 

Trump stayed at the White 
House, canceling plans to spend 
the holidays in Florida, and kept 
up a torrent of tweets on Monday 
about his critics and his insis¬ 
tence on money for a border wall, 
the issue at the heart of the bud¬ 
get dispute. 


Not far from those quarters, 
Terri Lyons, visiting from Rock¬ 
ville, Md., with her 27-year-old 
daughter as they do every Christ¬ 
mas, found the lights off at one 
of her favorite monuments, the 
Korean War Veterans Memorial, 
when she visited Sunday night. 

But people were drawn to the 
illuminated Lincoln Memorial, 
she said. “It was the only one with 
lights.” 

On Monday morning, stand¬ 
ing at the fence surrounding the 
tree, Lyons listened to the foreign 
tourists around her and said she 
felt embarrassed. “I feel for the 
people trying to visit from outside 
of the country, what they think of 
us,” she said. 


Trump’s plan for others to contribute more to UN falls short 


By David Wainer 

Bloomberg 

President Donald Trump’s 
promise to save American tax¬ 
payers money by getting other 
countries to contribute more to 
international organizations has 
been put to the test at the United 
Nations. 

It didn’t go well. 

American diplomats in New 
York lobbied countries including 
India, Brazil and Turkey to in¬ 
crease their financial support for 
the United Nations’ $6.7 billion- 


a-year peacekeeping budget, but 
they came up short during nego¬ 
tiations this month. 

That will leave the “blue hel¬ 
mets,” who monitor conflict zones 
from South Sudan to Lebanon, 
with a $220 million shortfall for 
the year as the U.S. refuses to pay 
more than a quarter of the total 
budget. 

“Unfortunately, in a deeply 
dissatisfying and disappointing 
turn of events, every country de¬ 
cided reform was good and right 
for the U.N., but not for how it is 
financed,” Ambassador Cherith 


Norman Chalet, the U.S. repre¬ 
sentative for U.N. reform, said 
Saturday. 

The impasse underscores the 
difficulty the Trump administra¬ 
tion faces as it pushes countries 
to put up more money for interna¬ 
tional organizations — from the 
UN to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization — where the U.S. 
has traditionally been the larg¬ 
est donor. The president tweeted 
Monday that other countries 
“take advantage of their friend¬ 
ship with the United States.” 

The U.S. remains the top con¬ 


tributor to U.N. budgets, paying 
more than $10 billion a year when 
all expenditures are totaled. It 
had been paying about 28 percent 
of the peacekeeping budget, but 
Congress has capped those pay¬ 
ments at 25 percent. The Obama 
administration, emphasizing the 
need for multilateral cooperation, 
waived the cap, but it has been 
reimposed by the Trump admin¬ 
istration, which says many of the 
peacekeeping efforts are waste¬ 
ful and ineffective. 

As U.S. Ambassador Nikki 
Haley steps down with the arrival 


of the new year, Trump’s nominee 
to replace her, State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert, is 
expected to double down on the 
administration’s criticism of the 
U.N. and what it sees as its anti- 
Israel bias and its inefficiencies. 

U.N. budget contributions are 
calculated using a variety of met¬ 
rics such as a member nation’s 
population and the size of its 
economy, but many discounts are 
granted — for instance for devel¬ 
oping countries with large exter¬ 
nal debts. 
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Medical checks ordered after 
second immigrant child dies 



Christian Torres/AP 


An agent from the border patrol observes on the Mexican side 
of the U.S.-Mexico border fence in 2017. An 8-year-old boy 
from Guatemala died in government custody early Tuesday, U.S. 
immigration authorities said. 


By Nomaan Merchant 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON—U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection have ordered 
medical checks on every child 
in its custody after an 8-year-old 
boy from Guatemala died, mark¬ 
ing the second death of an immi¬ 
grant child in the agency’s care 
this month. 

The death came during an on¬ 
going dispute over border securi¬ 
ty and with a partial government 
shutdown underway over Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s demand for 
border wall funding. 

The boy, identified by Gua¬ 
temalan authorities as Felipe 
Gomez Alonzo, had been in CBP’s 
custody with his father, Agustin 
Gomez, since Dec. 18. CBP said 
in a statement late Tuesday that 
an agent first noticed the boy had 
a cough and “glossy eyes” about 9 
a.m. Monday. He was eventually 
hospitalized twice and died just 
before midnight, the agency said. 

CBP said in the statement that 
it needs the help of other govern¬ 
ment agencies to provide health 
care. 

The agency “is considering 
options for surge medical as¬ 
sistance” from the Coast Guard 
and may request help from the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department 
of Defense and the Federal Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency. 

A CBP spokesman could not 
immediately answer how many 
children are currently in the 
agency’s custody. But with border 
crossings surging, CBP process¬ 
es thousands of children — both 
alone and with their parents — 
every month. 

Immigration advocates and 
human rights groups sharply crit¬ 
icized CBP in the wake of Felipe’s 
death. The body of Jakelin Caal, 7, 
who died earlier this month, was 
returned last week to her village 
in Guatemala for burial. 

U.S. Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection Commissioner Kevin 
McAleenan said Wednesday that 
the agency has more than 1,500 
emergency medical technicians 
on staff and that officers are tak¬ 


ing dozens of sick children to hos¬ 
pitals every day. 

“This is an extraordinarily 
rare occurrence,” McAleenan 
told “CBS This Morning” of the 
recent child deaths. “It’s been 
more than a decade since we’ve 
had a child pass away anywhere 
in a CBP process, so this is just 
devastating for us.” 

Margaret Huang, executive di¬ 
rector of Amnesty International 
USA, said the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s “policies of cruelty toward 
migrants and asylum-seekers at 
the border must cease immedi¬ 
ately before any more children 
are harmed.” 

The White House referred 
questions about the latest case to 
the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, CBP’s parent agency. 
CBP officers and the Border Pa¬ 
trol remain on the job despite the 
shutdown. 

CBP issued a timeline of what 
it said happened before Felipe’s 
death. 

Felipe was taken with his fa¬ 
ther to a hospital in Alamogordo, 
N.N., where he was diagnosed 


with a common cold, according to 
the timeline. 

The boy was released just be¬ 
fore 3 p.m., about 90 minutes after 
he had been found to have a fever 
of 103 degrees Fahrenheit, CBP 
said. He was prescribed amoxi¬ 
cillin and ibuprofen, and taken 
with his father to a holding facil¬ 
ity at a highway checkpoint. 

The agency said its officers 
repeatedly conducted welfare 
checks on Felipe and his father, 
and that agents decided to take the 
boy back to the hospital about 10 
p.m. because the boy “appeared 
lethargic and nauseous again.” 

He died at 11:48 p.m. Monday, 
the agency said. 

The hospital, the Gerald Cham¬ 
pion Regional Medical Center, 
declined to comment, citing pri¬ 
vacy regulations. 

CBP promised “an independent 
and thorough review of the cir¬ 
cumstances,” and the Guatema¬ 
lan Foreign Ministry called for 
an investigation “in accordance 
with due process.” 


Turkish president invites Trump to visit 


Bloomberg 

President Donald Trump has been invited to visit 
Turkey in 2019 by that country’s president, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, the White House said Monday. 

Trump has not yet accepted the offer, Hogan Gid- 
ley, a White House spokesman, said in a statement, 
but “is open to a potential meeting in the future.” 

The invitation was offered less than a week after 
Trump announced that U.S. troops would be with¬ 
drawn from Syria, where they are battling Islamic 
State alongside a Kurdish force that Erdogan con¬ 
siders an extension of the PKK, an organization that 
has long fought the Turkish state and is designated 
a terrorist group by both the U.S. and the European 
Union. 

During a lengthy phone call on Dec. 14, Trump 


shocked even those in his inner circle by yielding 
to a suggestion from Erdogan to pull U.S. forces 
from the country, where eight years of civil war has 
forced millions of citizens to flee and established 
Iran and Russia as protectors of the government of 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 

The president later declared that the U.S. had won 
the battle against ISIS, saying that was “my only 
reason for being there.” 

Trump said he had a “long and productive” call 
with Erdogan on Sunday, tweeting that they dis¬ 
cussed “the slow & highly coordinated pullout of 
U.S. troops from the area. After many years they 
are coming home.” 

The two men also discussed expanded trade, 
Trump said. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 

Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., left, speaks with Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., on Capitol Hill in Washington in April. Republican allies still 
haven’t figured out how best to influence President Donald Trump. 


GOP allies still trying 
to figure out how to 
read the president 


By Lisa Mascaro 
and Deb Riechmann 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — As the first 
two years of President Donald 
Trump’s administration close, 
Republican allies still haven’t fig¬ 
ured out how best to influence a 
leader who takes cues from the 
forces that swept him to office 
and seems to fear losing them 
above all else. 

Republicans on Capitol Hill 
and even the president’s closest 
advisers have been whipsawed 
over a series of recent actions 
that show how intently Trump re¬ 
lies on what is sometimes called 
his gut — an adherence to cam¬ 
paign promises he made that are 
being reinforced by a constella¬ 
tion of election gurus, Fox News 
personalities and others who hold 
sway like few others. 

“I know he can be a handful, 
but he is the president,” Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., told The 
Associated Press. 

On the domestic front, no soon¬ 
er had Trump signaled he might 
be backing off his demand for 
$5 billion to build a border wall 
with Mexico — easing away from 
a partial government shutdown 
— than he took a U-turn after 
being scolded by conservative 
allies and pundits, who accused 
him of wavering on a campaign 
promise. 

Now, more than four days into a 
shutdown, his budget chief said it 
could drag into the New Year. 

On issues abroad, Trump acted 
against the advice of his national 
security advisers and issued a 
surprise decision to pull troops 
from Syria. That prompted De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis to step 
down and Trump’s special envoy 
to the coalition fighting Islamic 
State militants, Brett McGurk, to 
resign. A drawdown of troops in 
Afghanistan also appeared to be 
in the works. 

As the stock market tumbled 
on Christmas Eve, Trump lashed 
out at the Federal Reserve, sow¬ 
ing more uncertainty over his 
public criticism of Chairman Je¬ 


rome Powell. 

When Congress was about to 
keep the government running 
without a fight over border wall 
money, Trump felt the outcry 
from his base and intervened. 

“Trump is plunging the coun¬ 
try into chaos,” the Democratic 
leaders Nancy Pelosi and Chuck 
Schumer said in a joint statement. 
“Instead of bringing certainty 
into people’s lives, he’s continu¬ 
ing the Trump Shutdown just to 
please right-wing radio and TV 
hosts.” 

Trump’s sudden moves on 
Syria left top Republicans on 
Capitol Hill criticizing his deci¬ 
sion to pull out all of the roughly 
2,000 U.S. troops. Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
signed on to a letter with other 
GOP senators urging Trump to 
reconsider. 

Trump’s allies chalk up the 
president’s year-end moves to 
a wager that the intense sup¬ 
port from his base of voters will 
continue to propel his electoral 
chances in 2020 — even if polling 
suggests otherwise. 

An analysis of VoteCast, a na¬ 
tionwide poll of more than 115,000 
midterm voters conducted for The 
Associated Press by NORC at the 
University of Chicago, highlights 
the fractures. 

A small, but significant slice 
of voters — the 18 percent who 
described themselves as only 
“somewhat” approving of the 
president — expressed concerns. 

Compared with the 27 percent 
of voters who describe them¬ 
selves as strong Trump sup¬ 
porters, the “somewhat” Trump 
voters are much more likely to 
disapprove of Trump on key is¬ 
sues and have reservations about 
his personality. 

In a warning signs for Repub¬ 
licans, who just lost their House 
majority in the November elec¬ 
tion, those voters are more likely 
to have voted for Democrats in 
2018. They are more educated, 
somewhat more likely to be 
women, and more likely to live in 
suburbs. 
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Nonprofit pays off medical bills 


By Mary Esch 

Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — Philip Sasser had a 
familiar, sinking feeling when he saw the 
yellow envelope in his mailbox. He figured 
it was another past-due medical bill, but it 
turned out to be quite the opposite. 

“I opened it up and it said these bills 
had been paid off,” said Sasser, of Milton, 
Fla. “I didn’t understand. It was out of the 
blue.” 

Sasser is among the lucky recipients of 
a letter from RIP Medical Debt, a Rye, 
N.Y.-based nonprofit that uses money from 
donors to eliminate crushing medical debt 
that threatens the financial well-being of 
hundreds of thousands of American fami¬ 
lies. The charity says it has erased $475 
million in debt for more than 250,000 peo¬ 
ple since it was founded four years ago. 

“It’s a random act of kindness, a no- 
strings-attached gift,” said Craig Antico, 
RIP’s co-founder and CEO. 

Antico and RIP co-founder Jerry Ash¬ 
ton spent decades as executives in the debt 


resolution business. Now they do the same 
thing debt collectors do — buy portfolios of 
past-due bills for pennies on the dollar. But 
instead of hounding people for payment, 
they send letters announcing their debt is 
now zero. Forgiven debts have ranged from 
$100 to more than $250,000, Antico said. 

A $10 donation can buy — and eliminate 
— $1,000 in long-delinquent debt. 

“You get a lot of bang for your charity 
buck,” said Judith Jones, of Ithaca, N.Y. 
She and Carolyn Kenyon, members of a 
group advocating universal health cover¬ 
age, raised $12,500 that RIP Medical Debt 
used to purchase a portfolio of $1.5 million 
in debts owed by 1,284 people. 

More than 43 million Americans have 
about $75 billion in past-due medical debt 
on their credit reports, according to An¬ 
tico, Ashton and co-author Robert Goff’s 
book, “End Medical Debt.” They estimate 
a total of $1 trillion in reported and unre¬ 
ported unpaid medical debt, and say debt 
forgiveness is their best interim solution 
until a better financial structure is worked 
out for the U.S. health care system. 


“We’re not the solution,” Ashton said. 
“We’re just dealing with the symptoms.” 

Now they’re trying to raise $50,000 for 
RIP to buy $50 million in medical debts 
owed by veterans. 

For Sasser, 45, the debt relieved was 
$1,200 not covered by his high-deductible 
insurance for his wife’s debilitating medi¬ 
cal condition she’s been grappling with for 
six years. Sasser had to cut way back on his 
advertising and graphic design business to 
care for her and their two teenage boys. 

“To have these large bills looming and 
no way to pay was a source of constant 
stress,” Sasser said. “When I opened that 
letter, it lifted a huge weight off.” 

Reagen Adair, a fifth-grade teacher in 
Murchison, Texas, had $3,100 in debt erased 
by RIP. She was inspired to pay it forward 
by making a donation to the charity to help 
others struggling with medical bills. 

“The system is broken,” Adair said. “We 
have a problem with our health care sys¬ 
tem. What we have now is not working.” 



Tony Gutierrez/AP 


Reagen Adair holds on to an RIP Medical 
Debt envelope at her home in Murchison, 
Texas, on Dec. 20. The nonprofit buys 
past-due medical debt for pennies on the 
dollar and erases it. 


Beagle sniffs out an African 
millipede in bag at airport 

a life span of five to seven years, 


GoFundMe refunds scammed donors 


By Noah Feit 

The (Columbia, S.C.) State 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — A “hitch¬ 
hiker” who was traveling with 
a couple flying from Africa to 
South Carolina was caught dur¬ 
ing an inspection, according to an 
U.S. Customs and Border Protec¬ 
tion news release. 

The stowaway found inside a 
suitcase is a “live giant African 
millipede,” CBP said in the news 
release. 

The insect was discovered Dec. 
18 at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport when it was 
sniffed out by Regal, a member of 
the CBP Beagle Brigade, accord¬ 
ing to the news release. 

The dog detected something 
was in a bag “at the international 
arrival baggage claim area,” as 
the South Carolina-bound trav¬ 
elers entered the United States 
after a flight from Johannesburg, 
South Africa, CBP said in the 
news release. 

After being alerted by Regal, 
CBP Agriculture Specialists se¬ 
cured the 6-inch millipede and 
were working to find it a home, 
possibly at “a local insectarium,” 
according to the news release. 

The giant African millipede 
can grow to a foot long and has 


NEW YORK — The longtime 
secretary of imprisoned finan¬ 
cier Bernard Madoff should be 
released from prison in March be¬ 
cause her age entitles her to take 
advantage of a new prison reform 
law, her lawyer says. 

By March 19, Annette Bongior- 
no, 70, will have served two-thirds 
of her six-year prison term and 
should be released to home con¬ 
finement by then, according to at¬ 
torney Roland Riopelle. 


according to the San Diego Zoo’s 
website. The insect with “300 to 
400 legs” was called a “gentle 
giant” with a weak jaw, so rather 
than bite a predator the millipede 
will “coil into a ball and secrete 
a foul fluid from its body’s pores” 
as an act of self-defense, the zoo 
reported. 

CBP reported the couple head¬ 
ing home to South Carolina did 
not know how the millipede got 
into their suitcase, but “was 
grateful to go home without the 
unwanted hitchhiker,” the news 
release said. 

“Our beagle sniffing out this 
millipede highlights how valu¬ 
able our canine members are to 
protecting the U.S.,” Atlanta CBP 
Area Port Director Carey Davis 
said in the news release. 

This is not the only unusual dis¬ 
covery made by the Beagle Bri¬ 
gade in the past few months. 

A roasted pig’s head was 
“seized and destroyed” by CBP 
in October after being sniffed out 
by Regal’s teammate, Hardy, Mc- 
Clatchy reported. 

Customs agents said Atlanta’s 
airport is the busiest in the world, 
McClatchy reported. 


He cited the bipartisan First 
Step Act signed by President Don¬ 
ald Trump last week, saying it 
permits judges to order some pris¬ 
oners released to home confine¬ 
ment after serving two-thirds of 
a sentence. Bongiorno’s advanced 
age makes her eligible, Riopelle 
said. 

A spokesman for federal pros¬ 
ecutors in Manhattan declined to 
comment. 

From The Associated Press 


Associated Press 

MOUNT HOLLY, N.J. — Go¬ 
FundMe says it has refunded 
everyone who contributed to a 
campaign involving a homeless 
veteran from Philadelphia who 
prosecutors allege schemed with 
a New Jersey couple to scam do¬ 
nors out of more than $400,000. 

GoFundMe spokesman Bobby 
Whithorne said Tuesday that “all 
donors who contributed to this 
GoFundMe campaign have been 
fully refunded” and the organiza¬ 
tion is cooperating fully with law 
enforcement. 

Burlington County prosecutors 
allege in a criminal complaint 
that Johnny Bobbitt conspired 
with Katelyn McClure and her 
boyfriend at the time, Mark 
D’Amico, to concoct a feel-good 
story about Bobbitt giving Mc¬ 
Clure his last $20 when her car 
ran out of gas. 

They raised $400,000, which 


authorities say was spent on lux¬ 
ury items and casino trips. 

Whithorne said campaigns 
involving misuse “make up less 
than one 
tenth of one 
percent” of all 
GoFundMe 
campaigns, 
but such be¬ 
havior “is un¬ 
acceptable” 
and “has con¬ 
sequences.” 

“We have 
a zero toler¬ 
ance policy 
for fraudulent 
behavior,” 
he said. “If 
fraud occurs, 
donors get refunded and we work 
with law enforcement officials to 
recover the money.” 

McClure has alleged through 
her lawyer that D’Amico duped 
her. His lawyer has denied the 


allegations. 

Prosecutors released texts 
from McClure including one sent 
right after the GoFundMe page 
was set up in which they allege 
she told a friend that the “gas part 
is completely made up.” 

Prosecutors began investigat¬ 
ing last summer after Bobbitt said 
he wasn’t getting money raised 
on his behalf. He later sued the 
couple. 



Military Discounts on all flights 
between January - March 


Military ID-Card holders & family 
members only 


Atlanta 

414 € 

Dallas 

409 € 

Las Vegas 

399 € 

Tampa 

438 € 

Need help? Call us! 

0621-72920 

www.abctravel.de 

Flights from January 13 to March 

i 31, 2019 RTfrom/ 

based on availability. Get Militar 

y discount fares all 

Mannheim 




American dentists and team, 
trained and licensed in the U.S.A. 

Compassionate and comprehensive care. 
Located in the heart of Schonaich, 7 minutes from 
Panzer military base. On-site parking. 



www.midwest-dentistry.com 
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N. Korea ordered 
to pay parents 
of dead student 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-lll., shown with her daughter, Maile, at the Capitol in Washington in April, got 
a law passed that requires airlines to report on wheelchairs and motorized scooters they mishandle. 

Senator pushed for airline reports 
on wheelchairs they mishandle 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge ordered North Korea to 
pay more than $500 million in a 
wrongful death suit filed by the 
parents of Otto Warmbier, an 
American college student who 
died shortly after being released 
from that country. 

U.S. District Judge Beryl Howell 
harshly condemned North Korea 
for “barbaric mistreatment” of 
Warmbier in agreeing Monday 
with his family that the isolated 
nation should be held liable for 
his death last year. She awarded 
punitive damages and payments 
covering medical expenses, eco¬ 
nomic loss and pain and suffering 
to Fred and Cindy Warmbier, who 
alleged that their son had been 
held hostage and tortured. 

Warmbier was a University of 
Virginia student who was visiting 
North Korea with a tour group 
when he was arrested and sen¬ 
tenced to 15 years of hard labor in 
March 2016 on suspicion of steal¬ 
ing a propaganda poster. He died 
in June 2017, shortly after he re¬ 
turned to the U.S. in a coma and 
showing apparent signs of torture 
while in custody. 

In holding North Korea respon¬ 
sible, Howell said the government 
had seized Warmbier for “use as 
a pawn in that totalitarian state’s 
global shenanigans and face-off 
with the United States.” 

“Before Otto traveled with a 
tour group on a five-day trip to 
North Korea, he was a healthy, 
athletic student of economics and 
business in his junior year at the 
University of Virginia, with ‘big 
dreams’ and both the smarts and 
people skills to make him his high 
school class salutatorian, home¬ 
coming king, and prom king,” 


the judge wrote. “He was blind, 
deaf, and brain dead when North 
Korea turned him over to U.S. 
government officials for his final 
trip home.” 

The arrest and death of Warm¬ 
bier came during a time of 
heightened tension between the 
U.S. and North Korea over the 
country’s nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram. President Donald Trump 
held a first-of-its-kind summit 
with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un in June and plans anoth¬ 
er next year. 

The judgment may be mostly 
a symbolic victory since North 
Korea has yet to respond to any 
of the allegations in court and 
there’s no practical mechanism to 
force it do so. But the family may 
nonetheless be able to recoup 
damages through a Justice De¬ 
partment-administered fund for 
victims of state-sponsored acts of 
terrorism, and may look to seize 
other assets held by the country 
outside of North Korea. 

Fred and Cindy Warmbier, who 
are from a suburb of Cincinnati, 
said they were thankful the court 
found the government of Kim 
Jong Un “legally and morally” 
responsible for their son’s death. 

“We put ourselves and our fam¬ 
ily through the ordeal of a lawsuit 
and public trial because we prom¬ 
ised Otto that we will never rest 
until we have justice for him,” 
they said in a statement. “Today’s 
thoughtful opinion by Chief Judge 
Howell is a significant step on our 
journey.” 

The lawsuit, filed in April, 
describes in horrific detail the 
physical abuse Warmbier en¬ 
dured in North Korean custody, 
recounting how his parents were 
“stunned to see his condition” 
when they boarded a plane to see 
him upon arrival in the U.S. 


By Kellen Browning 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Illinois 
state Sen. Tammy Duckworth 
was rolling up the airport ramp 
in her wheelchair after arriving 
in Chicago. She made it just a few 
feet, and then the chair collapsed 
underneath her. 

Sometime between boarding 
the plane in Washington and leav¬ 
ing the aircraft hours later, the 
airline staff had managed to snap 
a 1-inch titanium rod on her cus¬ 
tomized wheelchair clean in half. 

Then things got worse. 

“They kind of lugged me up 
the ramp and I sat in the wait¬ 
ing room area,” said Duckworth, 
an Army veteran who lost both 
legs when her helicopter was shot 
down in Iraq. Eventually, some¬ 
one brought her a large, ungainly 
airport wheelchair that required 
someone else to push it. 

All that happened in 2015. The 


next year, Duckworth was elected 
to the U.S. Senate. 

She found that no one had any 
idea how often these wheelchair 
problems happened. So this past 
fall, she got a law passed requiring 
airlines to report to the Depart¬ 
ment of Transportation how many 
wheelchairs or motorized scooters 
they lose, mishandle or break. The 
reporting began this month, and 
disability advocates expect the re¬ 
ports to reveal a huge problem. 

Airlines and disability groups 
are working together to “reduce 
the number of wheelchairs dam¬ 
aged in air travel” by examining 
airlines’ handling and storage 
guidelines, training staff to han¬ 
dle wheelchairs and encouraging 
manufacturers to build wheel¬ 
chairs suitable for airplane travel, 
said Alison McAfee, a spokes¬ 
woman for the lobbying group 
Airlines for America. 

Airline personnel have dam¬ 
aged Duckworth’s wheelchairs 


three times since 2013, including 
this month, when they jammed 
the wheel of her $5,000 chair. 

The senator travels with a con¬ 
gressional staffer who knows what 
to do in such situations. But when 
airlines break the average disabled 
traveler’s wheelchair—a problem 
that Duckworth and other disabil¬ 
ity advocates contend happens far 
too often — they’re stuck. 

“You sit there, and you are now 
immobilized,” Duckworth said. 
“They’ve basically taken away 
your legs.” 

The mishandled-wheelchair 
numbers, broken down by air¬ 
line, will be publicly available on¬ 
line as part of the Transportation 
Department’s monthly Air Travel 
Consumer Reports. Proponents 
say the increased transparency 
will give consumers another mea¬ 
sure to compare airlines, the same 
way flyers can view the num¬ 
ber of flight delays or consumer 
complaints. 


California governor orders new DNA testing in old murder case 


By Kathleen Ronayne 
and Don Thompson 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California 
Gov. Jerry Brown ordered new DNA tests 
that a condemned inmate says could clear 
him in a 35-year-old quadruple murder 
case which has drawn national attention. 

On Monday, Brown ordered tests of four 
pieces of evidence that Kevin Cooper and 
his attorneys say will show he was framed 
for the 1983 Chino Hills hatchet and knife 
killings of four people. The items that will 
be tested are a tan T-shirt and orange towel 
found near the scene and the hatchet han¬ 
dle and sheath. 

Cooper was convicted in 1985 of killing 
Doug and Peggy Ryen, their 10-year-old 
daughter, Jessica, and 11-year-old neigh¬ 
bor, Christopher Hughes. Prosecutors 
say Cooper’s claims of innocence have 


been disproven mul¬ 
tiple times, including 
by prior DNA test¬ 
ing, but Cooper and 
his attorney argue 
evidence against him 
was planted. 

“I take no position 
as to Mr. Cooper’s 
guilt or innocence at 
this time, but color¬ 
able factual ques¬ 
tions have been raised 
about whether advances in DNA technol¬ 
ogy warrant limited retesting of certain 
physical evidence in this case,” Brown 
wrote in his executive order. 

Brown also appointed a retired Los An¬ 
geles County Superior Court judge to serve 
as a special master overseeing the case. 

New York Times columnist Nicholas 
Kristof, U.S. Sen. Kamala Harris, state 


Treasurer John Chiang and reality tele¬ 
vision star Kim Kardashian are among 
people who called for Brown to order new 
DNA tests. 

Brown’s Christmas Eve order came 
alongside 143 pardons and 131 commuta¬ 
tions, in keeping with Brown’s tradition of 
granting clemency on or near major holi¬ 
days. Among Brown’s pardons are for five 
refugees from Cambodia and an immigrant 
from Honduras all facing the possibility of 
deportation because of criminal convic¬ 
tions, two people who lost their homes in a 
recent wildfire and a former state official. 
His commutations included several former 
gang members who have renounced their 
former ties and will have an opportunity to 
petition the parole board for early release. 

In the Cooper case, the purpose of the new 
testing is to determine whether DNA of any 
other identifiable suspect is on the items. If 
the tests reveal no new DNA or some that 


cannot be traced to a person, “this matter 
should be closed,” Brown wrote. 

Two previous tests showed Cooper, 60, 
was the killer, argued San Bernardino 
County District Attorney Mike Ramos. He 
previously said the tests proved Cooper 
had been in the home of the Ryens, smoked 
cigarettes in their stolen station wagon, 
and that Cooper’s blood and the blood of 
at least one victim was on a T-shirt found 
by the side of a road leading away from the 
murders. 

Cooper’s attorney, Norman Hile, said his 
client’s blood was planted on the T-shirt, 
and that more sensitive DNA testing would 
show who wore it. He contends that investi¬ 
gators also planted other evidence to frame 
his client, a young black man who escaped 
from a nearby prison east of Los Angeles 
two days before the murders. 

Neither Ramos nor Hile could be reached 
for comment Monday. 
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Did 2018 usher in a creeping tech dystopia? 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives to testify before a joint hearing of the 
Commerce and Judiciary committees on Capitol Hill in Washington in April. 


By Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

We may remember 2018 as the year 
when technology’s dystopian potential be¬ 
came clear, from Facebook’s role enabling 
the harvesting of our personal data for 
election interference to a seemingly un¬ 
ending series of revelations about the dark 
side of Silicon Valley’s connect-everything 
ethos. 

The list is long: High-tech tools for immi¬ 
gration crackdowns. Fears of smartphone 
addiction. YouTube algorithms that steer 
youths into extremism. An experiment in 
gene-edited babies. 

Doorbells and concert venues that can 
pinpoint individual faces and alert police. 
Repurposing genealogy websites to hunt 
for crime suspects based on a relative’s 
DNA. Automated systems that keep tabs 
on workers’ movements and habits. Elec¬ 
tric cars in Shanghai transmitting their 
every movement to the government. 

It’s been enough to exhaust even the 
most imaginative sci-fi visionaries. 

“It doesn’t so much feel like we’re liv¬ 
ing in the future now, as that we’re living 
in a retro-future,” novelist William Gib¬ 
son wrote this month on Twitter. “A dark, 
goofy ’90s retro-future.” 

More awaits us in 2019, as surveillance 
and data-collection efforts ramp up and ar¬ 
tificial intelligence systems start sounding 
more human, reading facial expressions 
and generating fake video images so real¬ 
istic that it will be harder to detect mali¬ 
cious distortions of the truth. 

But there are also countermeasures 
afoot in Congress and state government 
— and even among tech-firm employees 
who are more active about ensuring their 
work is put to positive ends. 

“Something that was heartening this 
year was that accompanying this parade 
of scandals was a growing public aware¬ 
ness that there’s an accountability crisis 
in tech,” said Meredith Whittaker, a co¬ 
founder of New York University’s AI Now 
Institute for studying the social implica¬ 
tions of artificial intelligence. 

The group has compiled a long list of 
what made 2018 so ominous, though many 
are examples of the public simply becom¬ 
ing newly aware of problems that have 
built up for years. Among the most trou¬ 
bling cases was the revelation in March 
that political data-mining firm Cambridge 
Analytica swept up personal information 
of millions of Facebook users for the pur¬ 
pose of manipulating national elections. 

“It really helped wake up people to the 
fact that these systems are actually touch¬ 
ing the core of our lives and shaping our 
social institutions,” Whittaker said. 

That was on top of other Facebook di¬ 


sasters, including its role in fomenting 
violence in Myanmar, major data breaches 
and ongoing concerns about its hosting of 
fake accounts for Russian propaganda. 

It wasn’t just Facebook. Google attracted 
concern about its continuous surveillance 
of users after The Associated Press report¬ 
ed that it was tracking people’s movements 
whether they like it or not. 

It also faced internal dissent over its col¬ 
laboration with the U.S. military to create 
drones with “computer vision” to help find 
battlefield targets and a secret proposal to 
launch a censored search engine in China. 
And it unveiled a remarkably humanlike 
voice assistant that sounds so real that 
people on the other end of the phone didn’t 
know they were talking to a computer. 

Those and other concerns bubbled up in 
December as lawmakers grilled Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai at a congressional 
hearing — a sequel to similar public reck¬ 
onings this year with Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg and other tech executives. 

“It was necessary to convene this hear¬ 
ing because of the widening gap of distrust 
between technology companies and the 
American people,” Republican House Ma¬ 
jority Leader Kevin McCarthy said. 

Internet pioneer Vint Cerf said he and 
other engineers never imagined their vi¬ 
sion of a worldwide network of connected 
computers would morph 45 years later into 
a surveillance system that collects person¬ 
al information or a propaganda machine 
that could sway elections. 


“We were just trying to get it to work,” 
recalled Cerf, who is now Google’s chief in¬ 
ternet evangelist. “But now that it’s in the 
hands of the general public, there are peo¬ 
ple who ... want it to work in a way that ob¬ 
viously does harm, or benefits themselves, 
or disrupts the political system. So we are 
going to have to deal with that.” 

Contrary to futuristic fears of “super- 
intelligent” robots taking control, the real 
dangers of our tech era have crept in more 
prosaically — often in the form of tech in¬ 
novations we welcomed for making life 
more convenient. 

Part of experts’ concern about the leap 
into connecting every home device to the 
internet and letting computers do our work 
is that the technology is still buggy and in¬ 
fluenced by human errors and prejudices. 
Uber and Tesla were investigated for fatal 
self-driving car crashes in March, IBM 
came under scrutiny for working with New 
York City police to build a facial recogni¬ 
tion system that can detect ethnicity, and 
Amazon took heat for supplying its own 
flawed facial recognition service to law en¬ 
forcement agencies. 

In some cases, opposition to the tech 
industry’s rush to apply its newest inno¬ 
vations to questionable commercial uses 
has come from its own employees. Google 
workers helped scuttle the company’s Pen¬ 
tagon drone contract, and workers at Ama¬ 
zon, Microsoft and Salesforce sought to 
cancel their companies’ contracts to supply 
tech services to immigration authorities. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Google CEO Sundar Pichai appears 
earlier this month before the House 
Judiciary Committee on Capitol Hill. 

“It became obvious to a lot of people that 
the rhetoric of doing good and benefiting 
society and ‘Don’t be evil’ was not what 
these companies were actually living up 
to,” said Whittaker, who is also a research 
scientist at Google who founded its Open 
Research group. 

At the same time, even some titans of 
technology have been sounding alarms. 
Prominent engineers and designers have 
increasingly spoken out about shielding 
children from the habit-forming tech prod¬ 
ucts they helped create. 

And then there’s Microsoft President 
Brad Smith, who in December called for 
regulating facial recognition technology 
so that the “year 2024 doesn’t look like a 
page” from George Orwell’s “1984.” 

In a blog post and a Washington speech, 
Smith painted a bleak vision of all-seeing 
government surveillance systems forc¬ 
ing dissidents to hide in darkened rooms 
“to tap in code with hand signals on each 
other’s arms.” 

To avoid such an Orwellian scenario, 
Smith advocates regulating technology so 
that anyone about to subject themselves to 
surveillance is properly notified. But pri¬ 
vacy advocates argue that’s not enough. 

Such debates are already happening in 
states like Illinois, where a strict facial 
recognition law has faced tech industry 
challenges, and California, which in 2018 
passed the nation’s most far-reaching law 
to give consumers more control over their 
personal data. It takes effect in 2020. 

The issue could find new attention in 
Congress next year as more Republicans 
warm up to the idea of basic online privacy 
regulations and the incoming Democratic 
House majority takes a more skeptical ap¬ 
proach to tech firms that many liberal poli¬ 
ticians once viewed as allies — and prolific 
campaign donors. 


ACLU sues government to learn about NSA call records program 


By Larry Neumeister 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A civil rights group has 
sued the U.S. government, saying it needs 
more information about surveillance of 
Americans’ phone and financial records to 
guide the public debate over what will hap¬ 
pen when the law that regulates the scru¬ 
tiny expires next year. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
sued the National Security Agency, the di¬ 
rector of national intelligence, the CIA and 
the Justice Department on Friday in Man¬ 
hattan federal court, seeking information 
about a program that collects records dur¬ 
ing investigations into terrorism or clan¬ 


destine intelligence activities. 

According to the lawsuit, the govern¬ 
ment has not responded to requests made 
last month for information about its sur¬ 
veillance of Americans under a 2015 law. 
Congress used the law to set boundaries 
on the NSA’s bulk collection of call re¬ 
cords and other data after former NSA 
contractor Edward Snowden leaked docu¬ 
ments revealing extensive government 
surveillance. 

The law requires annual reports to 
Congress from the intelligence commu¬ 
nity and forces the government to seek a 
court order to collect call records to obtain 
intelligence. Requests of records of U.S. 
citizens for investigations cannot be based 


solely on activities protected by the First 
Amendment. 

A government spokesman declined 
comment. 

The limits on the surveillance are due 
to expire in 2019, and the ACLU says more 
information is needed for a healthy debate 
before the law is reauthorized or changes 
are made. 

The group said the failure of the govern¬ 
ment to release any relevant records since 
the submission of its Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Act request last month is concerning 
because the request “relates to sweeping 
surveillance activities that implicate core 
privacy and free speech rights of Ameri¬ 
cans,” according to the lawsuit. 


The lawsuit, the ACLU added, is neces¬ 
sary because the public lacks adequate 
information about how the government 
collects vast numbers of Americans’ com¬ 
munications records, financial records and 
other data without a warrant. 

It said the law was meant to curtail un¬ 
necessary surveillance, but data collec¬ 
tion continues to occur on an immense 
scale. For instance, the lawsuit noted, the 
government said it collected over 534 mil¬ 
lion call detail records in 2017 even though 
it reported having only 40 surveillance 
targets. 

The lawsuit asked a judge to order the 
government to immediately process and 
release any relevant records. 
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Indonesia issues coastal tsunami warning 


By Niniek Karmini 

Associated. Press 

CARITA BEACH, Indonesia 
— Indonesian authorities asked 
people to avoid the coast in areas 
where a tsunami killed at least 
430 people last weekend in a fresh 
warning issued on the anniversa¬ 
ry of the catastrophic 2004 Asian 
earthquake and tsunami. 

The big waves that followed an 
eruption on a volcanic island hit 
communities along the Sunda 
Strait on Saturday night. The 
eruption of Anak Krakatau, or 
“Child of Krakatoa,” is believed 
to have set off a large landslide 
on the volcano, apparently on its 
slope and underwater, displacing 
water that slammed into Java and 
Sumatra islands. 

Indonesia’s Meteorology, Geo¬ 
physics and Climatology Agency 
asked people late Tuesday to stay 
at least 1,640 feet and less than a 
mile from the coastline along the 
strait, which lies between the two 
islands. 

The agency was monitoring 
Anak Krakatau’s eruptions as 
stormy weather and high surf 
continued to plague the area, 
said agency head Dwikorita 
Kamawati. 


“All these conditions could po¬ 
tentially cause landslides at the 
cliffs of the crater into the sea, 
and we fear that that could trig¬ 
ger a tsunami,” Karnawati said 
at a news conference. She asked 
that communities remain vigilant 
and not to panic. 

The warning was reiterated by 
the country’s disaster agency on 
Wednesday. 

The tsunami struck without 
warning, taking people by sur¬ 
prise even in a country famil¬ 
iar with seismic disaster. No big 
earthquake shook the ground 
beforehand, and it hit at night on 
a holiday weekend while people 
were enjoying concerts and other 
beach and resort activities. 

It was a sharp contrast to the di¬ 
saster that struck 14 years ago off 
the northwestern tip of Sumatra 
island. An enormous magnitude 
9.1 earthquake rocked the area the 
morning after Christmas, creat¬ 
ing gigantic waves that surged far 
inland and swallowed everything 
in their path. The wall of water 
killed some 230,000 people in a 
dozen countries, more than half in 
Indonesia’s Aceh province. 

The devastation was vast, and 
the disaster was among the worst 
in recent history. Saturday’s 


event, coupled with an earth¬ 
quake and tsunami in September 
on Indonesia’s Sulawesi island 
that killed at least 2,100 people, 
triggered flashbacks for some 
who survived the 2004 tragedy. 

“When it happens, I always 
remember what we have been 
through,” said Qurnaty, 54, who 
lost her home and several fam¬ 
ily members to the 2004 waves in 
the hard-hit provincial capital of 
Banda Aceh. 

Qurnaty, who like many In¬ 
donesians uses only one name, 
prayed with surviving family 
members at a mass grave there 
on Wednesday’s anniversary. 
“Every time I see them (on TV), I 
feel really, really sad. All we can 
do from here is to pray for them,” 
she said. 

Though recovery was slow, 
some victims of the latest tsu¬ 
nami said they remember the re¬ 
silience of the Acehnese people, 
which gives them hope that they 
too can rebuild their homes and 
their lives. 

“I am scared. I am traumatized 
by the tsunami that I only knew 
before from the news,” said Kus- 
miati, who also uses one name. 
“Now I know how horrifying a 
tsunami is.” 



Achmad Ibrahim/AP 


A man walks near debris at a tsunami-ravaged area in Carita, 
Indonesia, on Wednesday after authorities advised people to avoid 
the coast where a tsunami killed hundreds of people last weekend. 



Salvatore Allegra/AP 


Debris from a partially collapsed house sits on the street in Fieri, 
Sicily, Italy, on Wednesday after a quake triggered by Italy’s Mount 
Etna volcano jolted eastern Sicily. 


Congo again delays 
vote in Ebola region 


Sicily is 
jolted by 
volcanic 
quake 

By Frances D’Emilio 

Associated Press 

ROME — A quake triggered by 
Mount Etna’s ongoing eruption 
jolted eastern Sicily before dawn 
Wednesday, slightly injuring 10 
people and prompting fright¬ 
ened Italian villagers to flee their 
homes. 

Italy’s Civil Protection officials 
said the quake, which struck at 
3:19 a.m., was part of a swarm of 
some 1,000 tremors, most of them 
barely perceptible, linked to Et¬ 
na’s volcanic eruption this week. 

The quake struck north of Cata¬ 
nia, the largest city in the eastern 
part of the Mediterranean island, 
but no injuries or damages were 
reported there. 

Italy’s national seismology in¬ 
stitute said it registered a mag¬ 
nitude of 4.8 and occurred at a 
relatively shallow depth, 0.6 miles 
under the mountain’s surface. 

The temblor damaged some 
rural homes, including struc¬ 
tures that had been abandoned 
years ago, toppled a Madonna 
statue in a church in the town of 
Santa Venerina and opened up 
cracks on a highway, which was 
closed for inspection, Rai state 


radio said. 

One 80-year-old man was safe¬ 
ly extracted from the rubble of 
his home, the Italian news agency 
ANSA said. 

A woman told state radio that a 
heavy armoire in her home had 
toppled over, trapping her sister, 
who was then safely pulled out 
by her father. In another house, a 
ceiling collapsed. 

“Etna remains a dangerous 
volcano, and this country of ours 
is unfortunately fragile,” govern¬ 
ment undersecretary Vito Crimi 
said, adding there were no fatali¬ 
ties and 10 slight injuries. 

The quake was also felt in the 
upscale Sicilian resort town of 


Taormina. 

The Civil Protection agency 
said temporary shelters were 
being set up for people whose 
houses were damaged or who 
were too alarmed to return to 
their homes. 

In recent days, Etna’s latest 
eruption has been shooting vol¬ 
canic ash, heavy smoke and lava 
stones into the air, coating roads 
and homes nearby with ash. 

A new fracture has opened 
near Etna’s southeast crater, and 
lava has been flowing down an 
uninhabited slope. 

Etna, the largest of Italy’s three 
active volcanoes, has been partic¬ 
ularly active since July. 


Associated Press 

KINSHASA, Congo — Congo’s 
already long-delayed election set 
for Sunday will be postponed for 
months in certain communities 
where a deadly Ebola virus out¬ 
break has infected hundreds of 
people, the electoral commission 
announced Wednesday. Some in 
the opposition called it a ploy to 
hurt their chances at the polls, 
with more than 1 million voters 
affected. 

The election in and around 
Beni and Butembo in North Kivu 
province, and Yumbi in Mai- 
Ndombe province, will be in 
March instead, the commission’s 
statement said. That’s long after 
Congo’s “definitive” presidential 
election results are set to be an¬ 
nounced on Jan. 15, with the inau¬ 
guration three days later. 

Congo’s election has been de¬ 
layed for more than two years, 
leading to sometimes deadly pro¬ 
tests. Opposition parties have said 
they will not accept further delays 
of the vote to choose a successor to 
longtime President Joseph Kabi¬ 
la. The election already had been 
pushed from Dec. 23 to Sunday 
after a fire in the capital, Kinsha¬ 
sa, destroyed voting materials. 

“This is completely inaccept- 
able,” presidential candidate 
Martin Fayulu, the leader of an 
opposition coalition, told The As¬ 
sociated Press after the latest 
delay. “We campaigned in those 
territories, life has not stopped.... 


We cannot erase 1.2 million vot¬ 
ers just like that.” 

Fayulu and seven other oppo¬ 
sition candidates on Tuesday ac¬ 
cused the electoral commission 
of being “determined to organize 
chaotic elections.” The commis¬ 
sion’s president, Corneille Nan- 
gaa, on Monday said the election 
would take place on Sunday un¬ 
less “there is a war and nobody 
can go out and vote.” 

Parts of eastern Congo, where 
the Ebola outbreak has become 
the second-deadliest in history, 
face the daily threat of deadly at¬ 
tacks from rebel groups. The inse¬ 
curity has hurt efforts to contain 
the Ebola outbreak, which since 
being declared on Aug. 1 has seen 
583 cases of the virus, including 
more than 300 confirmed deaths. 

The electoral commission cited 
insecurity for the latest delay. 
While Yumbi has no Ebola cases, 
according to Congo’s Health Min¬ 
istry, the commission said “dead¬ 
ly incidents” on Dec. 14-15 caused 
massive population displacement 
and destroyed all election materi¬ 
als there when its local office was 
pillaged. The statement did not 
say who was to blame. 

The delay is sure to cause fur¬ 
ther frustration particularly in 
Beni, where rebel attacks have 
killed more than 1,500 people in 
the past four years. While the re¬ 
gion has voted for Kabila in past 
elections, anger at the govern¬ 
ment has been rising over the 
persistent insecurity. 
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Putin oversees test 
of hypersonic weapon 

MOSCOW —The Kremlin said 
the Russian military has success¬ 
ful tested a new hypersonic glide 
vehicle. 

It said Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin oversaw the test launch 
of the Avangard vehicle from the 
Defense Ministry’s control room. 

In Wednesday’ test, the weapon 
was launched from the Dom- 
barovskiy missile base in the 
southern Ural Mountains. The 
Kremlin said it successfully hit 
a designated practice target on 
the Kura shooting range on Kam¬ 
chatka, 3,700 miles away. 

Putin named the Avangard, 
which is among the array of new 
nuclear weapons that Putin pre¬ 
sented in March, saying they 
can’t be intercepted. 

Putin said the Avangard has an 
intercontinental range and can 
fly in the atmosphere at 20 times 
the speed of sound. 

20 hurt in Germany as 
horse carriages collide 

FRANKFURT, Germany 
— German police said 20 people 
were injured, two of them seri¬ 
ously, when two horse-drawn 
carriages collided during a 
Christmas Day outing. 

The dpa news agency quoted 
police in southern Bavaria as say¬ 
ing the two carriages, each with 
10 passengers, were approaching 
a rail crossing single file when 
the first carriage halted. The sec¬ 
ond did not and overturned dur¬ 
ing the collision. 

One man had to be taken to the 
hospital by helicopter. Dpa said 
the driver of one of the carriages 
was also seriously hurt during 
Tuesday’s accident. 

The other 18 injured people in¬ 
cluded children. They all suffered 
less serious or minor injuries and 
were attended by 35 medical 
personnel. 

Thailand legislature 
legalizes medical pot 

BANGKOK — Thailand’s leg¬ 
islature on Tuesday agreed to 
amend the country’s drug law to 
allow the licensed medical use 
of marijuana, as well as kratom, 
a locally grown plant tradition¬ 
ally used as a stimulant and 
painkiller. 

Thailand is the first country in 
Southeast Asia to take such ac¬ 
tion, which is also under consid¬ 
eration in neighboring Malaysia. 

The Thai legislation passed 
its final reading at the National 
Legislative Assembly by a vote of 
166-0 with 13 abstentions. 

The changes, which become 
law when published in the Royal 
Gazette, legalize the production, 
import, export, possession and 
use of marijuana and kratom 
products for medical purposes. 

Purveyors, producers and re¬ 
searchers will need licenses to 
handle the drugs, while end-users 
will need prescriptions. 

Recreational use of the drugs 
remains illegal and subject to 
prison terms and fines com¬ 
mensurate with the quantities 
involved. 

From The Associated Press 


Koreas break ground on railways 



South Korea Transport Ministry, Yonhap/AP 


South and North Korean government officials unveil a signboard showing North Korea’s 
capital, Pyongyang, and South Korea’s capital, Seoul, during a groundbreaking ceremony at 
Panmun Station in Kaesong, North Korea, on Wednesday. 


US-led sanctions preventing 
project from moving forward 

By Kim Tong-Hyung 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North and South 
Korea broke ground Wednesday on an am¬ 
bitious project to modernize North Korean 
railways and roads and connect them with the 
South, but without progress in nuclear nego¬ 
tiations, regular trains won’t be crossing the 
border anytime soon. 

The ceremony at the North Korean border 
town of Kaesong came weeks after the Koreas 
conducted a joint survey on the northern rail¬ 
way sections they hope to someday link with 
the South. It’s one of several peace gestures 
agreed between North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un and South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in as they push ahead with engagement 
amid a stalemate in larger nuclear negotia¬ 
tions between Washington and Pyongyang. 

But beyond on-site reviews and ceremonies, 
the Koreas cannot move much farther along 
without the removal of U.S.-led sanctions 
against the North. 

A South Korean train carrying about 100 
people — including government officials, law¬ 
makers and aging relatives separated by the 
1950-53 Korean War — rolled into the North 
Korean border town of Kaesong, where they 
were greeted by North Koreans including Ri 
Son Gwon, who heads an agency dealing with 
inter-Korean affairs. 

North and South Korean officials signed 
a wooden railroad tie, unveiled a new sign¬ 
board and observed a ceremonial connecting 
of northern and southern tracks at Kaesong’s 
Panmun Station, according to South Korea’s 


Unification Ministry. 

Officials from China and Russia were also 
invited to witness the symbolic start of an 
ambitious project Seoul hopes will one day 
link South Korea with the Trans-China and 
Trans-Siberian railways. 

The Seoul government plans to conduct fur¬ 
ther surveys on North Korean railways and 
roads before drawing up a detailed blueprint 
for the project. Actual construction will pro¬ 
ceed depending on the progress in the North’s 
denuclearization and the state of sanctions 
against the country, the ministry said. 

“We plan to hold detailed negotiations with 
the North to coordinate on the specific lev¬ 
els we want to achieve in the modernization 


of railways and roads and how to carry out 
the project,” said Eugene Lee, the ministry’s 
spokeswoman. 

Even if the North takes concrete steps to¬ 
ward denuclearization and gains sanctions 
relief, some experts say updating the North 
Korean rail network could take decades and 
massive investment. 

Seoul said it received an exemption to sanc¬ 
tions from the U.N. Security Council to pro¬ 
ceed with Wednesday’s ceremony as it involved 
South Korean transport vehicles and goods. 
The Koreas’ joint survey of North Korean rail¬ 
ways in November, which also required U.N. 
approval, marked the first time a South Kore¬ 
an train traveled on North Korean tracks. 


Japan to resume whaling, but not in Antarctic 



Kyodo News/AP 


A minke whale is unloaded in 2013 at a port after a whaling for 
scientific purposes in Kushiro, in the northernmost main island of 
Hokkaido. Japan is leaving the International Whaling Commission to 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan announced 
Wednesday that it is leaving the 
International Whaling Commis¬ 
sion to resume commercial hunts 
for the animals for the first time 
in 30 years, but said it would no 
longer go to the Antarctic for its 
much-criticized annual killings. 

Japan switched to what it calls 
research whaling after the IWC 
imposed a moratorium on com¬ 
mercial whaling in the 1980s, and 
now says stocks have recovered 
enough to resume commercial 
hunts. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi- 
hide Suga said Japan would re¬ 
sume commercial whaling in July 
“in line with Japan’s basic policy 
of promoting sustainable use of 
aquatic living resources based on 
scientific evidence.” 

He added that Japan is disap¬ 
pointed that the IWC — which he 
said is dominated by conserva¬ 
tionists — focuses on the protec¬ 
tion of whale stocks even though 
the commission has a treaty man¬ 
date for both whale conservation 
and the development of the whal¬ 
ing industry. 

“Regrettably, we have reached 
a decision that it is impossible in 
the IWC to seek the coexistence 
of states with different views,” he 
said at a news conference. 

Suga said the commercial hunts 


resume commercial hunts. 

would be limited to Japan’s ter¬ 
ritorial waters and its 200-mile 
exclusive economic zone along its 
coasts. He said Japan would stop 
its annual whaling expeditions to 
the Antarctic and northwest Pa¬ 
cific oceans. Nonsignatory states 
are not allowed to do so, accord¬ 
ing to Japanese Fisheries Agency 
officials. 

The IWC imposed the moratori¬ 
um on commercial whaling three 
decades ago due to a dwindling 
whale population. In 1987, Japan 


switched to what it calls research 
whaling, but the program has 
been criticized as a cover for com¬ 
mercial hunting since the meat is 
sold on the market at home. 

Japanese officials said Japan, 
even after leaving the whaling 
convention, will remain as an 
observer to the IWC and plans 
to continue participating in the 
group’s scientific meetings and 
annual conferences. 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace condemned Wednes¬ 


day’s announcement and disput¬ 
ed Japan’s view that whale stocks 
have recovered, and noted that 
ocean life is being threatened by 
pollution as well as overfishing. 

“The declaration today is out of 
step with the international com¬ 
munity, let alone the protection 
needed to safeguard the future 
of our oceans and these majestic 
creatures,” Sam Annesley, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Greenpeace 
Japan, said in a statement. “The 
government of Japan must ur¬ 
gently act to conserve marine 
ecosystems, rather than resume 
commercial whaling.” 

Japanese Fisheries Agency of¬ 
ficial and longtime IWC negotia¬ 
tor Hideki Moronuki said Japan 
would use the IWC’s method 
to carefully determine a catch 
quota on the basis of science, but 
declined to give an estimate. He 
said Japan plans to use seven ex¬ 
isting whaling hubs on the Pacific 
coast for the upcoming commer¬ 
cial hunts. 

Moronuki said Japan is start¬ 
ing with a modest plan because it 
has to figure out if or how com¬ 
mercial whaling can be a viable 
industry. “What’s most important 
is to have a diverse and stable 
food supply,” he said. 

The Fisheries Agency said 
Japan plans to catch three kinds 
of whale that are believed to have 
sufficient stocks — minke, sei and 
Bryde’s. 
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City rents out light 
display on water tower 

■ it ALTOONA — A Des 
I r\ Moines suburb is renting 
out the light color display on the 
city water tower. 

The Des Moines Register re¬ 
ported that Altoona charges peo¬ 
ple $50 an hour for the display. 
They make selections from the 
LED lighting colors and some 
limited effects. Officials say it’s 
a unique way to mark special 
occasions. 

The tower is visible throughout 
the city and can be seen from In¬ 
terstate 80. 

Altoona regularly lights the 
tower with colors marking events 
and causes such as cancer aware¬ 
ness and holidays. The city lists 
the causes behind the colors on 
its online calendar. 

University scientists ID 
extinct peccary species 

I GRAY — East Tennes- 
I I* see State University 
scientists have discovered the 
remains of two extinct species 
of ancient peccaries at the Gray 
Fossil Site. 

According to the school, pec¬ 
caries, also known as javelinas, 
are medium-sized omnivorous 
animals with small tusks. They 
look something like pigs but are 
actually unrelated. 

Crewmembers at the fossil site 
have been pulling up peccary 
bones for many years, but a new 
study revealed the species of pec¬ 
cary that roamed the ancient for¬ 
ests of Tennessee. Neither of the 
two species has been found in this 
part of the country before. 

Woman with 26 dogs 
charged with cruelty 

Jt LYNCHBURG — A 
VM Lynchburg woman was 
charged with animal cruelty 
after police seized 26 dogs from a 
cramped home. 

The News & Advance reported 
that Katherine Tate was charged 
Dec. 18 after police found the ani¬ 
mals living in an 852-square-foot 
house that smelled of feces, urine 
and ammonia. 

Court documents said police 
went to Tate’s home after a neigh¬ 
bor called and reported hear¬ 
ing “yelling and hitting sounds” 
inside. 

Tate was charged with five 
counts of misdemeanor animal 
cruelty. The police department’s 
animal control unit turned the 
dogs over to the Lynchburg Hu¬ 
mane Society. 

Strong winds destroy 
church's steeple 

p BETHANY BEACH — 
Lr E Fierce winds destroyed 
the steeple of a Catholic church in 
Delaware. 

The Daily Times of Salisbury 
reported Saturday that windy 
weather in Bethany Beach blew 
off the steeple of the St. Ann 
Catholic Church late last week. 

The steeple was attached to 
the church’s parish hall, which 
was the original church when the 
structure was built in 1955. The 
church’s priest, the Rev. John 


THE CENSUS 


The approximate number of coats and hoodies Kentuckians donated for children in foster care as part of a charity 
drive. A statement from the Cabinet for Health and Family Services said its department for income support and the 
Kentucky County Attorneys Association partnered to collect the items. The agency said 1,085 coats and hoodies 
were donated. The statement said the coats and hoodies will be distributed across the state. 


Jacqueline Larma/AP 

Crossing of the Delaware 

Re-enactor John Godzieba, right, portrays Gen. George Washington as he leads others along the banks of the Delaware River on Tuesday in 
Washington Crossing, Pa. The annual re-enactment of George Washington’s daring 1776 crossing of the Delaware River on Christmas Day 
has once again been left high and dry as organizers announced that the river crossing portion of the re-enactment would not take place due 
to high water conditions following recent rainfall. Other activities carried on as scheduled. 


Klevence, said the steeple toppled 
sometime between Thursday and 
Friday. 

The steeple’s loss won’t affect 
the ringing of the church’s bells. 
Klevence said the steeple didn’t 
contain real bells, but instead 
housed a speaker that played a 
recording. He said the speaker 
wasn’t damaged. 

Parking tickets turn 
into food for the hungry 

|(Y LEXINGTON — The 
W\ I parking authority in 
Kentucky’s second-largest city 
said it collected three tons of food 
this year to pay off more than 
$10,000 in parking and other 
citations. 

The Lexington Herald-Leader 
reported that 7,360 food items 
were donated that paid $10,765 
in citations from Nov. 19 through 
Dec. 14. 

The Lexington Parking Au¬ 
thority said the program allows 
people to bring in 10 cans of food 
in exchange for $15 off a parking 
citation. 


State claims US’ top 
spot for dog ownership 

m BOISE — Idaho is one 
of the most pet-friendly 
places in the country and tops the 
charts when it comes to dog own¬ 
ership, a recent study has found. 

The Idaho Statesman reported 
Idaho had the highest percentage 
of dog ownership in the country 
at the end of 2016, the most recent 
year the full dataset is available. 

The American Veterinary Med¬ 
ical Association said 38 percent 
of households in the U.S. have a 
pet dog, but in Idaho, 58 percent 
of households have a dog. 

When it comes to cats, Idahoans 
are significantly less enthusiastic. 
Only 33 percent of Idaho house¬ 
holds have a cat as a pet. Still, 
Idaho made the top 10 list for cat 
ownership, coming in eighth on a 
roster led by Vermont. 

Waterfowl droppings 
a year-round problem 

Q I*} RAPID CITY — Peo- 
pie who watch and feed 
the ducks and geese in Rapid 


City’s parks should also watch 
their step. 

Parks Division Manager Scott 
Anderson told the Rapid City Jour¬ 
nal that waterfowl droppings are 
a messy problem year-round in 
areas of the city with open water. 
In spite of the city’s annual efforts, 
geese and ducks gather during 
the fall and spring migrations on 
water that remains unfrozen. 

The city will work with Game, 
Fish & Parks to reduce the resi¬ 
dent Canada goose population in 
the summer. 

Program volunteers 
donate fresh produce 

|^J| p ORONO — The Uni- 
1*1 b versity of Maine said 
volunteers to its annual Harvest 
for Hunger program donated 
more than 230,000 pounds of pro¬ 
duce this year. 

The University of Maine Coop¬ 
erative Extension runs the pro¬ 
gram, which began in 2000. The 
school said the donations went 
directly to neighbors as well as 
to 187 sites such as food pantries 
and low-income senior centers. 


Volunteers spent more than 
2,600 hours growing, collect¬ 
ing and transporting donated 
food to distribution sites for the 
program. 

Agreement signed to 
preserve shipwreck 

PI TALLAHASSEE — 
P I France and Florida have 
signed a “declaration of intent” to 
preserve, protect and research a 
16th-century shipwreck off the 
state’s coast. 

Florida Secretary of State 
Ken Detzner and Consul Gen¬ 
eral of France in Miami Clement 
Leclerc announced the agree¬ 
ment to protect what remains of 
La Trinite, which sank off the 
coast of Cape Canaveral during a 
1565 hurricane. 

The Trinite was the flagship of 
a fleet captained by Jean Ribault 
that was part of a conflict with 
Spain as the nations fought to col¬ 
onize Florida. 

The agreement calls for arti¬ 
facts removed from the site to be 
put on public display in Florida. 
From wire reports 
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AP 


Kevin Spacey is scheduled to be 
arraigned Jan. 7 on a charge of 
indecent assault and battery. 

First criminal 
case brought 
against Spacey 

Associated Press 

Kevin Spacey has been charged 
with groping the 18-year-old son 
of a Boston TV anchor in 2016 
— the first criminal case brought 
against the Oscar-winning actor 
since his career collapsed amid a 
string of sexual misconduct alle¬ 
gations more than a year ago. 

Spacey, 59, is due in court Jan. 7 
on the resort island of Nantucket 
to be arraigned on a charge of in¬ 
decent assault and battery, Cape 
and Islands District Attorney Mi¬ 
chael O’Keefe said in a statement 
Monday. Spacey could get up to 
five years in prison if convicted. 

A criminal complaint was is¬ 
sued by a clerk magistrate at a 
hearing Thursday, O’Keefe said. 

A spokeswoman for the actor 
did not immediately respond to 
messages seeking comment. 

Former news anchor Heather 
Unruh came forward in Novem¬ 
ber 2017 to say the actor stuck 
his hand down the pants of her 
son, who was 18 at the time, and 
grabbed his genitals at the Club 
Car Restaurant on Nantucket in 
July 2016. Her son fled the res¬ 
taurant when Spacey went to use 
the bathroom, Unruh said at the 
time. 

Unruh said her son didn’t re¬ 
port the assault right away be¬ 
cause he was embarrassed. 

Shortly after the charge be¬ 
came public, Spacey posted a 
video on YouTube titled “Let Me 
Be Frank,” breaking a public si¬ 
lence of more than a year. 

Other news 

■ Former Disney Channel 
actor Stoney Westmoreland has 
been charged with six felony 
counts after authorities said he 
tried to have sex with a 13-year- 
old boy. Westmoreland, 48, was 
on the dating app Grindr when he 
found a profile that appeared to be 
an underage boy but was actually 
operated by a police detective in 
Salt Lake City, near the location 
where the show “Andi Mack” is 
filmed, prosecutors said. 

■ Supermodel Heidi Klum is 
engaged to her musician boy¬ 
friend. The 45-year-old German 
model announced her engage¬ 
ment to Tokio Hotel guitarist 
Tom Kaulitz in an Instagram post 
on Monday. She has been dating 
the 29-year-old Kaulitz for nearly 
a year. The post featured a black- 
and-white photo of the couple, 
with Klum showing her diamond 
ring and writing, “I SAID YES.” 
Klum, a judge on “America’s Got 
Talent,” has three children from 
her marriage to Seal. 


Seeking to do justice 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

T he Ruth Bader Ginsburg film “On the Basis of 
Sex” was about to fall apart when Felicity Jones 
got her hands on the script. The origin story 
about the future Supreme Court justice written 
by Ginsburg’s nephew Daniel Stiepleman had 
been in various stages of development since 2012, looking for 
the right star (Natalie Portman was originally attached), the 
right director (Mimi Leder could only do it after finishing 
the third season of the HBO show “The Leftovers”) and the 
right time to finally hit go. It was looking wobbly again and 
they needed an answer fast. 

The British actress, fresh off the Star Wars film “Rogue 
One,” had been looking for a project about a woman and her 
career and had recently become familiar with Justice Gins¬ 
burg, whose celebrity has only grown of late. Ginsburg, who 
had seen Jones in her Oscar-nominated role in “The Theory 
of Everything,” had already given her informal approval 
to cast Jones. (“I think the only thing she was nervous 
about was getting rid of that English accent,” Leder said 
with a laugh.) 

Jones read it in a weekend, said yes and, finally, the stars 
had aligned. The film was happening. 

“I didn’t take it on lightly,” Jones said. “It was really intimidating at 
first, like ‘gosh, how do I do justice to this person?”’ 

Ginsburg didn’t have advice for Jones when they met (“She said, 
‘I’ve seen your work and I know you can do it,”’ Jones said). She did 
have one request for the filmmakers: That they would be absolutely 
precise in capturing the law. Can you blame her? 

“On the Basis of Sex,” which opened in stateside theaters Christmas 
Day, caps a big year for Ginsburg in cinema that started with the docu¬ 
mentary “RBG” premiering at Sundance in January and going on to be¬ 
come a modest box-office phenomenon. 

This film is complementary to the documentary and focuses on two 
parts of Ginsburg’s early days in law, long before she was confirmed as an 
associate justice in 1993: First as one of the few female students at Har¬ 
vard Law School in the mid-’50s, then as a professor at Rutgers 
in the ’60s, when she started getting involved with gender dis¬ 
crimination cases with the American Civil Liberties Union. 

It not only shows Ginsburg’s incredible work ethic and in¬ 
stances of the adversity she faced from her professors and 
potential employers, but also her happy home life with her chil¬ 
dren and her supportive husband Martin (or Marty) Ginsburg, 
who died in 2010. He is played by Armie Hammer. 

“It’s very much about showing how someone becomes the 
icon that they are today. She didn’t come out fully formed at 85. 

You see the struggle it takes,” Jones said. “She was constantly 
put in situations where she had to battle on every front, with 
her faith, with her gender, where she was from.” 

It helped inform how Jones, 35, crafted Ginsburg’s voice, 
which in those days, at least publicly, was more Mid-Atlantic 
than the Brooklyn accent many are familiar with today. 

“When she’s frustrated, her more Brooklyn vowel sounds 
come out because she can’t help but say it in her more kind of 
natural voice,” Jones said. “It’s interesting to show just how her public self 
had to become something that was quite separate from her private self.” 

Although she’s of a different generation than Ginsburg, Jones related to 
feeling like the only woman in the room, especially on film sets where 
most of the crew is male. (“I would love to ideally walk out on a set 
and see half men and half women in all of the roles behind the 
camera,” Jones said.) 

Leder, 66, is of yet another generation, but also found com¬ 
monalities with Ginsburg, as a trailblazer. She was the first j 
woman to be in the cinematography track at the American 
Film Institute, and like her contemporary Kathryn Big¬ 
elow, went on to direct bigger-budget action films like 
“Deep Impact” and “The Peacemaker” at a time when 
very few women were making those kinds of movies. 

“I never compare myself to her accomplishments, 
but I connected to RBG in a very personal way,” 

Leder said. “We’re both mothers, both Jewish, both 
have (had) longstanding marriages and know what 
that takes. And both have broken the glass ceiling 
in different ways and paved the way for others for , 
generations to come.” 


Jones carefully constructed 
her portrayal of ‘intimidating’ 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg in film 



It’s very 
much about 
showing how 
someone 
becomes the 
icon that they 
are today . f 

Felicity Jones 

on her role in 
“On the Basis of Sex" 


y J 


4 


Felicity Jones needed only a weekend to decide 
she would take on the role of future Supreme Court 
justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in the long-gestating film 
“On the Basis of Sex.” 
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Automakers collect driver data via connected cars 



Ng Han Guan/AP 


A worker cleans a Tesla Model S sedan in 2014. Automakers are 
collecting driver information thanks to vehicles’ built-in internet 
connections, cameras and sensors. 


By Michael Liedtke 

Associated. Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — That 
holiday trip over the river and 
through the woods to grandmoth¬ 
er’s house could turn into a nice 
little gift for automakers as they 
increasingly collect oodles and 
oodles of data about the driver. 

Automakers are collecting valu¬ 
able pieces of information thanks 
to the internet connections, cam¬ 
eras and sensors built into most 
vehicles in recent years. 

The online access makes it 
possible for cars to be unlocked 
remotely if the keys are lost. It’s 
how safety features can be up¬ 
graded wirelessly and mainte¬ 
nance schedules adjusted based 
on performance. 

But these digital peepholes are 
also offering a windshield-size 
view of people’s lives. That’s cre¬ 
ating the potential for intrusive 
marketing pitches and govern¬ 
ment surveillance. 

No serious incidents have oc¬ 
curred in the United States, Eu¬ 
rope and Japan, but a red flag 
has already been raised in China, 
where automakers have been 
sharing location details of con¬ 
nected cars with the government. 

Here are some key questions 
about the auto industry’s accel¬ 
eration down the data-collection 
highway: 

What kind of cars collect 
data? 

In 2016, about one in every 
five cars sold globally could be 
plugged into the internet, accord¬ 
ing to BI Intelligence. By 2020, 
about three out of every four cars 
sold will be online. 

So if you are driving a 2009 
Toyota Corolla, you probably only 
have to worry about the tracking 
and data collection being done 
by the smartphone resting on 
the cup holder. But as those older 


models go to the scrapyard, it will 
become difficult to avoid a vehicle 
set up for gathering data that will 
be sent to automakers. 

Which automakers are leading 
the way in this trend? 

General Motors accounted for 
46 percent of connected-car ship¬ 
ments last year, according to the 
market research firm Counter¬ 
point. They’re followed by BMW 
(20 percent), Audi (14 percent) 
and Mercedes Benz (13 percent). 

In addition, Tesla’s Model S sold 
since 2012 all come with connec¬ 
tivity. The firm said the biggest 
markets for connected car sales 
last year were China (32 percent), 
the United States (13 percent), 
Germany (11 percent) and the 
United Kingdom (9 percent). 

Do I own data that’s 
collected? 

Under U.S. law, it’s unclear. 

Drivers own the data stored in 
the “black boxes” that monitor ve¬ 
hicles in a crash. Police and insur¬ 


ers need a driver’s consent — or a 
court order—to get that data. But 
there are no laws addressing data 
collected by automakers through 
vehicle internet connections. 

So far, few automakers will 
share their data in the United 
States without the owners’ con¬ 
sent, said Navigant Research 
analyst Sam Abuelsamid. Twen¬ 
ty companies — including GM, 
Toyota, Ford, Hyundai and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz — signed a voluntary 
agreement in 2014 to get permis¬ 
sion before sharing a driver’s 
location, health or behavior with 
third parties. 

The agreement doesn’t require 
approval from drivers for data to 
be shared with emergency work¬ 
ers or for internal research. 

One of the most notable excep¬ 
tions is electric car maker Tesla 
Motors, which has released data 
publicly to reveal — sometimes 
within hours of a crash — how 
fast a driver was traveling and 


whether the company’s semi-au¬ 
tonomous Autopilot system was 
engaged after a collision. 

In what ways are automakers 
passing along data when drivers 
allow it to be shared? 

They’re giving the data to in¬ 
surers to determine the premi¬ 
ums that should be charged, if a 
driver consents. That could be 
good if data indicate drivers are 
cautious, adhere to speed lim¬ 
its and seldom log lots of miles. 
But insurance premiums could 
jump for drivers who are prone to 
speeding or frequent hard brak¬ 
ing — all of which could be in¬ 
terpreted as raising the risks for 
accidents. Insurers would also 
know whether your seat belt is 
fastened. 

Can I stop an automaker from 
collecting my data? 

Most automakers let owners de¬ 
cline, or opt out of, data collection, 
but that’s usually buried in the 
fine print. Otherwise, permission 
is assumed. Also, unlike smart¬ 
phones, some data collection may 
be required to ensure that cars 
operate safely and can receive es¬ 
sential software updates. 

That’s especially true as more 
vehicles come with features such 
as semi-autonomous driving. And 
it could be necessary in order to 
have self-driving vehicles. 

Should I be worried about au- 
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tomakers using my data in ways 
that are annoying or compromise 
my privacy? 

Probably, if what has happened 
with smartphones is a reliable 
gauge. 

As automakers collect more 
data about drivers, they’re more 
likely to look for ways to profit. 
The built-in display screens and 
mapping software would seem 
to be ideal spots for posting ad¬ 
vertisements, similar to what 
Google, Facebook, Amazon and 
many other internet companies 
already do. 
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Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 27). 

Dollar buys (Dec. 27). 

British pound (Dec. 27).. 

Japanese yen (Dec. 27). 

South Korean won (Dec. 27)... 


...$1.1710 

.€0.854 

.$1.30 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (New Lira).... 


.0.3763 

.$1.2678 

. 1.3598 

. 6.8992 

. 6.5584 

.17.8982 

... $1.1386/0.8783 

.7.8287 

. 281.89 

.3.7713 

.110.60 

. 0.3033 

. 8.8189 

.53.04 

.3.77 

.3.7545 

.1.3715 

. 1,126.00 

. 0.9923 

.32.57 

... 5.2854 


le to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


.5.50 

.3.00 

rate.2.40 

.2.42 

.3.00 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


THURSDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


THURSDAY IN EUROPE 


FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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OPINION _ 

Mattis’ resignation missive letter-perfect 


By Virginia Heffernan 

Los Angeles Times 

R esignation letters can be rants. 
Meltdowns. But mostly they’re 
boilerplate. One job site advises 
quitters to be brief, not to burn 
bridges, and — this above all — “Don’t tell 
the whole truth in your exit interview.” 

For once, Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
tis broke a rule. When the former Marine 
Corps four-star general and head of Cen¬ 
tral Command tendered his resignation to 
President Donald Trump last week, he told 
the whole truth. 

In his elegant, elegiac and deceptively 
simple letter, Mattis outlined his core be¬ 
liefs about global security. 

The letter merits a close look, but not be¬ 
cause it’s brilliantly original. Instead, the 
brief essay takes a steely tone to reiterate 
with absolute clarity America’s bedrock 
commitments in the post-World War II in¬ 
ternational order. Protect the free world 
against expansionist authoritarianism. 

Was that so hard? Reasonable people can 
differ on tactics and some preach isolation¬ 
ism. But Mattis’ line covers even those who 
prefer to pull in the drawbridges; it is an 
entirely credible and complete statement 
of postwar American resolution. 

And that’s why Mattis’ letter is a vitally 
necessary document. It evokes the com¬ 
mon sense, wisdom and competence that 
the American people have been starved for 
over the last two years. Our upside-down 
nation has almost forgotten what a disci¬ 
plined and principled approach to national 
security sounds like. 

(If you want more discipline and prin¬ 
ciples, read a paper Mattis cites in his 
letter: “2018 National Defense Strategy 
of the United States: Sharpening the Mili¬ 
tary Edge.” It’s thoughtful, thorough, and 
there’s nothing in it about mafia rats or 


smocking guns.) 

Daily, Americans who deserve better are 
subject to the president’s onslaught of vile, 
tweeted gibberish. But in two long years, 
we haven’t ever heard the White House 
authoritatively state the nation’s once-firm 
position on global security. 

In plain view, and flamboyantly, Trump 
has spited our allies and bowed and scraped 
before authoritarians, including his favor¬ 
ite, Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Ever-mindful of Trump’s mounting sy¬ 
cophancy to Putin and other autocrats, 
Mattis discovered last week that he must 
distance himself from our compromised 
president. 

Unlike Trump, Mattis makes clear, he is 
not a lost patsy or puppet. 

In no uncertain terms, he writes in his 
defense strategy statement that China and 
Russia are seeking to control Europe and 
the Middle East with authoritarian mea¬ 
sures and new forms of warfare, including 
election hacking. These two nations, Mat¬ 
tis writes, pose “the central challenge to 
U.S. prosperity and security.” 

That’s right. The central challenge to 
peace and prosperity. Not Canada, Europe, 
CNN or Amazon. What’s more, undernour¬ 
ished asylum-seekers from Mexico and 
Central America don’t endanger the peace 
either. 

Trump pleased the Kremlin last week by 
withdrawing troops from Syria and lifting 
economic sanctions on Putin’s billionaire 
pal Oleg Deripaska. But what makes the 
Russian president happy terrifies what’s 
left of the free world. And, unmistakably, it 
also terrifies Mattis. 

Americans can be forgiven if they no lon¬ 
ger remember what dignity and rationality 
sound like in public life; the Mattis letter 
jogs our collective memory. But it has ar¬ 
rived right at the edge of too late. 

Mattis is a famously cerebral Marine, 


literate and urbane. He carried a copy of 
Marcus Aurelius’ “Meditations” to his de¬ 
ployments in the Persian Gulf and Iraq, 
including both battles of Fallujah. There’s 
considerable irony in his nom de guerre, 
“Mad Dog,” which may have endeared him 
to the tacky president but doesn’t remotely 
capture a man of Mattis’ even tempera¬ 
ment and wide learning. 

Given all that, his letter is tinged with 
sadness, a palpable grief for the old Ameri¬ 
can moral and philosophical values, and 
for his inability, finally, to successfully de¬ 
fend them on his own, the last serious and 
decent public servant in the White House. 
It’s heartbreaking — but human — that 
there’s a note of real resignation in Mattis’ 
resignation letter. 

On Friday, news broke that Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who is 
85, had had surgery to remove malignant 
nodules on her lungs. Ginsburg’s frailty 
and Mattis’ departure are reminders that 
although we may be a nation of laws and 
not individuals, there are certain individu¬ 
als in government who serve as bulwarks 
against both autocracy and anarchy. 

We need more like Mattis and Ginsburg, 
a general and a jurist who have each sworn 
an oath to the nation’s laws and ideals. 
Whatever your politics, you believe they 
meant it. There are some pacts between 
the people and the government that even 
this reckless president can’t break. 

Mattis’ mentor Marcus Aurelius wrote 
instructions that suit our nation and its 
leadership this dark December: “Do not 
act as if you were going to live 10,000 
years. Death hangs over you. While you 
live, while it is in your power, be good.” 

To endure the president’s next perfidy, 
and the next and the next, is going to de¬ 
mand all the idealism, honesty, goodness 
and patriotism left in the exhausted Amer¬ 
ican people. 


What Trump’s Syria decision means on the front lines 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
he voice of Gen. Mazloum Abdi, 
the Kurdish commander of the 
Syrian Democratic Forces militia, 
is tight and controlled as he de¬ 
scribes President Donald Trump’s decision 
to withdraw U.S. troops from the country 
and leave America’s allies to their fate. 

“This was something we never expect¬ 
ed,” he said somberly in a telephone inter¬ 
view Saturday night from his command 
headquarters in northeast Syria. “Hon¬ 
estly, until now, everything the Americans 
told us, they fulfilled, and the same thing 
for us. ... So we were surprised and con¬ 
fused. We were not ready for a decision 
like this.” 

Mazloum explained the dangers of a ter¬ 
rorist resurgence after Trump’s sudden 
decision. Islamic State communications 
last week showed new hope they can re¬ 
store their caliphate, which was on the way 
to destruction, he said. What’s more, Ma¬ 
zloum has been holding more than 2,200 
ISIS prisoners, including 700 foreign fight¬ 
ers. Without help from the United States 
and other coalition members, those deadly 
fighters may eventually escape. 

What’s agonizing is that Mazloum has 
been fighting alongside U.S. special opera¬ 
tions forces that represent the steadfast¬ 
ness of this country’s military, and now he 
is experiencing a quite different American 
face. “To be frank, the first thing I thought 
about when I heard this decision was Amer¬ 
ica’s reputation,” Mazloum said. “Because 
after this decision, what are people going 
to say about America? All the credibility 
and trust that was built, we have lost.” 


Mazloum is a tough, unsentimental com¬ 
mander, in his early 50s, with tight, curly 
hair and a pitted face. When I’ve met him 
on past visits to Syria, he conveyed a quali¬ 
ty of calm and deliberative judgment that’s 
rare among militia leaders in that part of 
the world. The Kurdish fighters have an 
almost cultlike commitment to follow his 
orders and hold their ground, no matter 
what. 

This willingness to fight and die under 
U.S. guidance has made the Kurdish-led 
forces unique allies. With American air 
support, SDF fighters destroyed ISIS’ capi¬ 
tal of Raqqa and all its major strongholds. 
The Kurds and their Syrian allies paid a 
severe price; they have suffered about 
4,000 dead and 10,000 wounded since 2014. 
Over that same period, the United States 
lost three soldiers in Syria, according to a 
U.S. military spokesperson. 

Mazloum said Trump’s decision was a 
shock because it came just a week after 
a personal visit from Ambassador James 
Jeffrey, the administration’s special envoy 
to Syria. Jeffrey promised that U.S. forces 
wouldn’t withdraw until they had achieved 
the “enduring defeat” of ISIS, the expulsion 
of Iranian troops from Syria and a politi¬ 
cal settlement that stabilized the country. 
Jeffrey’s promises “created a high level of 
morale,” Mazloum explained, “but, unfor¬ 
tunately, after a short period, the opposite 
happened.” 

The Kurdish people have been abandoned 
by America before, when they became po¬ 
litically expendable. I asked Mazloum if he 
had ever thought, in working with his U.S. 
advisers, that the same thing might happen 
again. “If you want the truth, no,” he said. 
Now, after Trump’s announcement, he’s 
scrambling to open channels with Russia 


and the Syrian regime, “to fill this vacuum 
left by America.” 

What astonished me most during our 
hourlong conversation was that Mazloum’s 
forces continue waging their bloody cam¬ 
paign against the remnants of ISIS in east¬ 
ern Syria, even though his fighters want to 
return home to Kurdish areas and protect 
their families. Mazloum said his forces had 
suffered at least 27 killed in action since 
Trump’s abrupt decision, and many more 
wounded, as a revitalized terrorist adver¬ 
sary sent a wave of more than 10 suicide 
attacks against Mazloum’s front lines. 

“Right now, we are fighting for our¬ 
selves, for our existence,” Mazloum said. 
“Because all our fighters know that if 
they don’t defend themselves [ISIS] will 
come back and be stronger, murdering 
and beheading their families.” He said the 
threat was especially severe for the Arab 
members of the SDF coalition who fear 
reprisals from both Sunni terrorists and 
Iran-backed Shiite forces. 

Mazloum believes that Trump made a 
deal with Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, who has threatened to invade 
Kurdish areas and destroy what he claims 
is Kurdish terrorism. Mazloum said he ad¬ 
vised his commanders that this agreement 
was made by U.S. politicians, not soldiers. 
“This is something immoral, leaving your 
ally in the battle alone,” he said, some¬ 
thing American soldiers would never do by 
choice. 

I asked Mazloum what he would be doing 
the following morning. He said he planned 
to go to the front lines, to bolster the morale 
of his 10,000 troops still battling ISIS. In 
this holiday season, when we think about 
keeping faith, that’s the kind of ally we are 
betraying. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Oodles 
5 Rocky outcrop 
9 River blocker 

12 Sub shop 

13 Part of A.D. 

14 Ms. Gardner 

15 Carriers for 
leftovers 

17 — Aviv 

18 Entraps 

19 Kick out 

21 Exists 

22 Nerd 

24 Scoundrels 
27—chi 
28 Undecided 

31 Tic-tac-toe win 

32 Smack 

33 Kimono sash 

34 Amorphous 
sci-fi villain 

36 Ninny 

37 Omit 

38 Like April 
weather 

40 “I see” 

41 City-based 
43 Pressed 

47 “The Simpsons” 
barkeep 

48 Pub target 

51 Crony 

52 “Rhyme Pays” 
rapper 

53 “Young 
Frankenstein” 
role 


54 NBC sketch 
show 

55 “Hey, sailor!” 

56 Inquisitive 

DOWN 

1 Tosses in 

2 Author Uris 

3 Gymnast 
Korbut 

4 River of Iraq 

5 Uber competitors 

6 Genetic 
letters 

7 Director Lee 

8 Visit 

9 Appointment 
tracker 

10 Opposite 
of “sans” 

11 Beer ingredient 

16 “Certainly!” 


20 Lustrous black 

22 Symbol of 
freshness 

23 Funny folks 

24 Corn core 

25 Gmail alternative 

26 Entrance ringer 

27 Larger - life 

29 Slugger’s stat 

30 Wee bite 
35 Sheep call 
37 Sure winner 

39 Agra’s land 

40 Sphere 

41 Strike callers 

42 Reddish horse 

43 -bitty 

44 iPod model 

45 Work units 

46 Crucial time 

49 Berliner’s cry 

50 Old Oldsmobile 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NAME OF A GERMAN 
GOVERNMENT HEAD WHO ALWAYS CALLED 
OFF NOTEWORTHY EVENTS: CHANCELLOR 
CANCELER. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals D 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro baseball 


Free agents 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 15 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

N.C. A&T 24, Alcorn State 22 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Tulane 41, Louisiana-Lafayette 24 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Utah State 52, North Texas 13 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 
New Orleans Bowl 
jpalachian State 45, Middle Tennes- 




NEW YORK - The 127 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected $17.9 million qualify¬ 
ing offer): 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (2) - Adam Jones, of; Col¬ 
by Rasmus, of. 

BOSTON (3) — q-Craig Kimbrel, rhp; 
Brandon Phillips, 2b; Drew Pomeranz, 
Ihp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jeanmar Gomez, rhp; 
Miguel Gonzalez, rhp; Hector Santiago, 
Ihp; James Shields, rhp. 

CLEVELAND (6) - Cody Allen, rhp; 
Melky Cabrera; of; Brandon Guyer, of; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Adam Rosales, inf; Josh 
Tomlin, rhp. 

DETROIT (4) — Jose Iglesias, ss; Fran¬ 
cisco Liriano, Ihp; Victor Martinez, dh; 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia, c. 

HOUSTON (6) - Evan Gattis, of; Mar- 
win Gonzalez, inf-of; q-Dallas Keuchel, 
Ihp; Martin Maldonado, c; Charlie Mor¬ 
ton, rhp; Tony Sipp, Ihp. 

KANSAS CITY (2) - Alcides Escobar, 
ss; Jason Hammel, rhp. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Jim Johnson, rhp; 
Blake Wood, rhp; Junichi Tazawa, rhp; 
Chris Young, of; Eric Young Jr., of, 

MINNESOTA (6) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Logan Forsythe, 2b; Chris Gimenez, c; 
Joe Mauer, lb; Logan Morrison, lb; Ervin 
Santana, rhp, 

NEW YORK (4) - Zach Britton, Ihp; Ad- 
einy Hechavarria, ss; David Robertson, 
rhp; Neil Walker, inf. 

OAKLAND (6) — Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Edwin Jackson, rhp; Matt Joyce, of; 
Shawn Kelley, rhp; Jed Lowrie, 2b; Jona¬ 
than Lucroy, c. 

SEATTLE (8) — Gordon Beckham, 2b; 
Nelson Cruz, dh; Zach Duke, Ihp; Camer¬ 
on Maybin, of; David Phelps, rhp; Andrew 
Romine, inf-of; Denard Span, of; Adam 
Warren, rhp. 

TAMPA BAY (2) - Carlos Gomez, of; 
Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (6) — Tony Barnette, rhp; Adri¬ 
an Beltre, 3b; Bartolo Colon, rhp; Doug 
Fister, rhp; Yovani Gallardo, rhp; c; Mar¬ 
tin Perez, Ihp. 

TORONTO (2) -Tyler Clippard, rhp; 
Marco Estrada, rhp, 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (7) - Clay Buchholz, rhp; 
Randall Delgado, rhp; Jake Diekman, Ihp; 
Jon Jay, of; q-A.J. Pollock, of; Chris Stew¬ 
art, c; Brad Ziegler, rhp. 

ATLANTA (8) — Brad Brach, rhp; Lucas 
Duda, lb; Ryan Flaherty, inf; Nick Marka- 
kis, of; Brandon McCarthy, rhp; Peter 
Moylan, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Anibal San¬ 
chez, rhp. 

CHICAGO (4) — Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
Jaime Garcia, Ihp; Bobby Wilson, c; Jus¬ 
tin Wilson, Ihp; 

COLORADO (6) — Drew Butera, c; Car¬ 
los Gonzalez, of; Matt Holliday, of; DJ Le- 
Mahieu, 2b; Adam Ottavino, rhp; Gerardo 
Parra, of. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - John Axford, rhp; 
Brian Dozier, 2b; q-Yasmani Grandal, c; 
Daniel Hudson, rhp; Manny Machado, ss; 
Ryan Madson, rhp. 

MILWAUKEE (4) - Gio Gonzalez, Ihp; 
Curtis Granderson, of; Wade Miley, Ihp; 
Mike Moustakas, 3b. 

NEW YORK (6) - Jerry Blevins, Ihp; 
Austin Jackson, of; Jose Lobaton, c; 
Devin Mesoraco, c; A.J. Ramos, rhp; Jose 
Reyes, inf. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Jose Bautista, of; 
Asdrubal Cabrera, 2b; Aaron Loup, Ihp. 
PITTSBURGH (1) - Josh Harrison, 2b. 
ST. LOUIS (2) - Matt Adams, lb; Bud 
Norris, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - A.J. Ellis, c; Freddy 
Galvis, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (4) - Gregor Blanco, 
of; Derek Holland, Ihp; Nick Hundley, c; 
Hunter Pence, of. 

WASHINGTON (8) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; Tim Collins, Ihp; q-Bryce Harper, of; 
Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Kelvin Herrera, 
rhp; Greg Holland, rhp; Mark Reynolds, 
lb; Matt Wieters, c. 

MLB calendar 

Jan. 11 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 22 - BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 28-Feb. 15 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 6-8 — Owners’ meetings, Orlando, 
Fla. 

Feb. 10 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Oakland pitchers, catchers and injured 
players. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
Seattle pitchers, catchers and injured 


Tuesday, Dec. 18 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
UAB 37, North Illinois 13 

Wednesday, Dec. 19 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 
Thursday, Dec. 20 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Marshall 38, South Florida 20 
Friday, Dec. 21 
Bahamas Bowl 

FIU 35, Toledo 32 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 

BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 

Saturday, Dec. 22 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 70, Houston 14 

Dollar General Bowl 


pll & r 


Feb. 13 — Voluntary reporting date 
for other teams’ pitchers, catchers and 
injured players. 

Feb. 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players on Oakland and Seattle. 

Feb. 18 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other teams’ other players. 

Feb. 23 — Mandatory reporting date. 


Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 

Wednesday, Dec. 26 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Boise State 
(10-3) 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

ta (6-6) vs. Georgii 

Cheez-lt Bowl 
Phoenix 

California (7-5) vs. TCU (6-6) 

Thursday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Temple (8-4) vs. Duke (7-5) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Miami (7-5) vs. Wisconsin (7-5) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Baylor (6-6) vs. Vanderbilt (6-6) 

Friday, Dec. 28 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Purdue (6-6) vs. Auburn (7-5) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

West Virginia (8-3) vs. Syracuse (9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Iowa State (8-4) vs. Washington State 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 30 

At Tokyo, Masayuki Ito vs. Evgeny 
Chuprakov, 12, for Ito’s WBO junior light¬ 
weight title; Ken Shiro vs. Saul Juarez, 12, 
for Shiro’s WBC World junior flyweight 
title; Tauma Inoue vs. Petch Sor Chitpat- 
tana, 12, for the vacant interim WBC ban¬ 
tamweight title. 

Dec. 31 

At Macau, China, Donnie Nietes vs. 
Kazuto loka, 12, for vacant WBO super 
flyweight title; Hekkie Budler vs. Hiroto 
Kyoguchi, 12, for Budler’s WBA Super 
World light flyweight title; Moruti Mtha- 
lane vs. Masahiro Sakamoto, 12, for 
Mthalane’s IBF flyweight title. 

Jan. 11 

At StageWorks of Louisiana, Shreve¬ 
port, Devin Haney vs. Xolisani Ndongeni, 
10, lightweights. 

Jan. 13 

At the Microsoft Theater, Los Angeles, 
Jose Uzcategui vs. Caleb Plant, 12, for 
Uzcategui’s IBF super middleweight title; 
Brandon Figueroa vs. Moises Flores, 10, 
featherweights; Ahmed Elbiali vs. Al¬ 
lan Green, 10, light heavyweights; Hugo 
Centeno Jr. vs. Juan De Angel, 10, middle- 
weights. 

Jan. 18 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 
Verona, N.Y., Bryant Jennings vs. Oscar 
Rivas, 12, for Jennings’ IBF International- 
WBO-NABO heavyweights titles; Carlos 
Adames vS. Paul Valenzuela Jr., 10, super 
welterweights. 

At Madison Square Garden Theater, 
New York, Demetrius Andrade vs. Artur 
Akavov, 12, for Andrade’s WBO middle¬ 
weight title; Jorge Linares vs. Pablo 
Cesar Cano, 12, for Linares’ WBC Inter¬ 
national Silver super lightweight title; 
Chris Algieri vs. Daniel Gonzalez, 10, wel¬ 
terweights. 

Jan. 19 

At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Manny Pac- 
quiao vs. Adrien Broner, 12, for Pacquiao’s 
WBA welterweight title; Badou Jack vs. 
Marcus Browne, 12, for the WBA interim 
light heavyweight title; Rau’shee Warren 
vs. Nordine Oubaali, 12, for the vacant 
WBC bantamweight title; Jhack Tepora 
vs. Hugo Ruiz, 12, featherweights. 


Saturday, Dec. 29 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

Florida (9-3) vs. Michigan (10-2) 

Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

South Carolina (7-5) vs. Virginia (7-5) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Arkansas State (8-4) vs. Nevada (7-5) 

Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

CFP Semifinal, Notre Dame (12-0) vs. 
Clemson (13-0) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 

CFP Semifinal, Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
Alabama (13-0) 

Monday, Dec. 31 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Cincinnati (10-2) vs. Virginia Tech (6-6) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

Stanford (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (7-6) 

Redbox Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Michigan State (7-5) vs. Oregon (8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Missouri (8-4) vs. Oklahoma State (6-6) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Northwestern (8-5) vs. Utah (9-4) 

Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

NC State (9-3) vs. Texas A&M (8-4) 

Tuesday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Mississippi State (8-4) vs. Iowa (8-4) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Kentucky (9-3) vs. Penn State (9-3) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

LSU (9-3) VS. UCF (12-0) 

Rose Bowl 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Washington (10-3) vs. Ohio State (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 

Texas (9-4) vs. Georgia (11-2) 

Monday, Jan. 7 

College Football Championship 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Cotton Bowl winner vs. Orange Bowl 
winner 

Saturday, Jan. 19 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 26 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS playoffs 


Saturday, Jan. 5 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (14-0) vs. Eastern 
Washington (12-2) 


Tuesday’s transactions 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Placed OL 
Korey Cunningham on injured reserve. 
Released S Fisn Smithson from the prac¬ 
tice squad. Claimed S DJ. Swearinger off 
waivers from Washington. 

Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Mike Fiers on a two-year 
contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

HOUSTON ROCKETS - Signed G Austin 
Rivers. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed WR Ste¬ 
ven Mitchell Jr. from the practice squad. 
Placed LB Brian Peters, WR Demaryius 
Thomas and CB Kayvon Webster on in- 
jjured reserve. Signed LB Chris Landrum 
to the practice squad. Released LB Ken- 
nan Gilchrist from the practice squad. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed DE An¬ 
thony Wimbush to the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed S Dal- 
lin Leavitt and TE Paul Butler from the 
practice squad. Placed CB Daryl Worley 
on injured reserve. Waived DE Damontre’ 
Moore. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Signed coach 
and executive vice president of football 
operations Pete Carroll to a three-year 
contract extension. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Placed DT Jur- 
rell Casey and TE Cole Wick on injured 
reserve. Signed QB Austin Davis and LB 
LaTroy Lewis. Signed WR Kalif Raymond 
and DL Kendal Vickers to the practice 
squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived S 
D.J. Swearinger. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned G Adin 
Hill and Fs Michael Bunting and Conor 
Garland to Tucson (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA — Suspended LG Deonte 
Brown, TE Kedrick James and OL Elliot 
Baker from the Orange Bowl game for 
violating unspecified team rules. 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 23, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Duke (35) 11-1 1529 2 

2. Michigan (9) 12-0 1472 4 

3. Tennessee (12) 10-1 1471 3 

4. Virginia (4) 11-0 1427 5 

5. Kansas (4) 10-1 1386 1 

6. Nevada 12-0 1316 6 

7. Gonzaga 11-2 1199 8 

8. Michigan St. 10-2 1146 10 

9. Florida St. 11-1 1061 11 

10. Virginia Tech 10-1 924 13 

11. Texas Tech 10-1 845 12 

12. Auburn 10-2 770 7 

13. Ohio St. 11-1 737 15 

14. North Carolina 8-3 678 9 

15. Wisconsin 10-2 673 16 

16. Kentucky 9-2 664 19 

17. Arizona St. 9-2 626 18 

18. Marquette 10-2 538 20 

19. Mississippi St. 11-1 518 17 

20. N.C. State 11-1 292 - 

21. Buffalo 11-1 279 14 

22. Houston 12-0 274 21 

23. Indiana 11-2 247 22 

24. Iowa 10-2 178 23 

25. Oklahoma 11-1 163 - 

Others receiving votes: Nebraska 160, 

Kansas St. 69, St. John’s 67, Villanova 44, 
Cincinnati 11, Iowa St. 11, TCU 6, Seton 
Hall 5, Louisville 4, Purdue 3, Belmont 2, 
Furman 2, NJIT 1, Penn 1, San Francisco 

USA Today Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
men’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 23, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Virginia (10) 11-0 757 3 

2. Duke (9) 11-1 755 2 

3. Tennessee (7) 10-1 734 4 

4. Michigan (4) 12-0 722 5 

5. Kansas (2) 10-1 670 1 

6. Nevada 12-0 659 6 

7. Michigan State 10-2 587 8 

8. Gonzaga 11-2 576 9 

9. Florida State 11-1 508 12 

10. Virginia Tech 10-1 475 13 

11. Auburn 10-2 418 7 

11. Ohio State 11-1 418 14 

13. Texas Tech 10-1 391 11 

14. North Carolina 8-3 334 10 

15. Kentucky 9-2 331 18 

16. Wisconsin 10-2 288 17 

17. Arizona State 9-2 278 19 

17. Mississippi State 11-1 278 16 

19. Houston 12-0 203 20 

20. Marquette 10-2 167 23 

21. Iowa 10-2 128 21 

22. Buffalo 11-1 117 15 

23. Nebraska 10-2 113 22 

24. N.C. State 11-1 112 - 

25. Indiana 11-2 90 — 

Others receiving votes: Oklahoma 71, 

St. John’s 39, Cincinnati 34, Villanova 30, 
Maryland 28, Iowa State 22, Kansas State 
21, TCU 17, Furman 9, UCF 8, Louisville 3, 
North Texas 3, Seton Hall 3, Belmont 1, 
Pennsylvania 1, San Francisco 1. 

Tuesday’s men’s scores 

FAR WEST 

Colorado 68, Charlotte 53 
Hawaii 68, Rhode Isjand 60 


Monday’s men’s scores 

SOUTHWEST 

Houston 75, Coppin St. 44 

FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 81, Rider 80 
Drake 110, San Diego 103, 20T 
Hawaii 70, Colorado 62, OT 
Indiana St. 84, UNLV79 
SlU-Edwardsville 82, N. Colorado 72 
TCU 82, Bucknell 65 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 

No. 7 Gonzaga vs. North Alabama 
No. 10 Virginia Tech vs. Maryland- 
Eastern Shore 

No. 11 Texas Tech vs. Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley 

No. 18 Marquette vs. Southern University 
No. 20 N.C. State vs. Loyola (Md.) 

Saturday’s games 
No. 3 Tennessee vs. Tennessee Tech 
No. 5 Kansas vs. Eastern Michigan 
No. 6 Nevada at Utah 
No. 8 Michigan State vs. Northern Il¬ 
linois 

No. 12 Auburn vs. North Florida 
No. 13 Ohio State vs. High Point 


AP sportlight 


1953 — The Detroit Lions edge the 
Cleveland Browns 17-16 for the NFL 
championship. Doak Walker’s extra 
point, following a 33-yard scoring pass, 
is the difference. 

1964 — The Cleveland Browns break 
out after a scoreless first half with 17 
points in the third quarter and go on to 
beat the Baltimore Colts 27-0 for the NFL 
title. 


No. 14 North Carolina vs. Davidson 
No. 15 Wisconsin at Western Kentucky 
No. 16 Kentucky at Louisville 
No. 17 Arizona State vs. Princeton 
No. 19 Mississippi State vs. BYU 
No. 21 Buffalo at Canisius 
No. 22 Houston vs. NJIT 
No. 24 Iowa vs. Bryant 

Sunday’s game 

No. 2 Michigan vs. Binghamton 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Dec. 23, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (31) 11-0 775 1 

2. Notre Dame 11-1 740 2 

3. Louisville 12-0 714 3 

4. Maryland 11-0 647 5 

5. Oregon 11-1 642 7 

6. Stanford 9-1 618 8 

7. Baylor 8-1 588 6 

8. Mississippi St. 11-1 584 4 

9. NC State 12-0 524 10 

10. Tennessee 9-1 493 9 

11. Oregon St. 9-2 446 11 

12. Minnesota 11-0 399 13 

13. Texas 9-2 394 12 

14. California 9-1 377 14 

15. Syracuse 11-2 332 15 

16. Iowa 9-2 302 16 

17. Arizona St. 9-2 241 17 

18. Kentucky 12-1 233 18 

19. DePaul 9-3 194 20 

20. Gonzaga 11-1 163 21 

21. Michigan St. 10-1 152 22 

22. Marquette 9-3 142 19 

23. Texas A&M 10-2 127 23 

24. Miami 11-2 79 24 

25. South Carolina 7-4 59 25 

Others receiving votes: Iowa St. 31, 

Virginia Tech 28, Florida St. 25, Utah 11, 
South Dakota 7, Indiana 6, West Virginia 

I, Southern Cal 1. 

USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Dec. 23, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. UConn (31) 11-0 775 1 

2. Notre Dame 11-1 739 2 

3. Louisville 12-0 715 3 

4. Maryland 11-0 659 5 

5. Oregon 11-1 633 7 

6. Baylor 8-1 597 6 

7. Mississippi State 11-1 591 4 

8. Stanford 9-1 576 9 

9. N.C. State 12-0 523 10 

10. Tennessee 9-1 512 8 

II. Oregon State 9-2 433 11 

12. Texas 9-2 400 12 

13. California 9-1 371 13 

14. Syracuse 11-2 351 14 

15. Minnesota 11-0 318 16 

16. Iowa 9-2 303 15 

17. Kentucky 12-1 229 18 

18. Arizona State 9-2 224 20 

19. Marquette 9-3 218 17 

20. DePaul 9-3 210 18 

21. Gonzaga 11-1 175 21 

22. Michigan State 10-1 154 22 

23. Miami 11-2 98 23 

24. Texas A&M 10-2 83 24 

25. Florida State 11-1 49 - 

Others receiving votes: Virginia Tech 

40, Southern Cal 26, South Carolina 18, 
Iowa State 13, West Virginia 9, UAB 6, 
Missouri 5, South Alabama 5, UCF 4, 
Michigan 4, South Dakota 4, New Mexico 
3, Central Michigan 1, Indiana 1. 

Women’s AP Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No games scheduled 

Friday's games 
No. 4 Maryland at Penn State 
No. 10 Tennessee vs. Murray State 
No. 12 Minnesota vs. Wisconsin 
No. 24 Miami vs. Florida A&M 
Saturday's games 
No. 2 Notre Dame vs. Coppin State 
No. 6 Stanford vs. Cal State Northridge 
No. 11 Oregon State vs. Cal State Ba¬ 
kersfield 

No. 13 Texas vs. Northwestern State 
No. 18 Kentucky vs. Sacred Heart 
No. 19 DePaul vs. Creighton 
No. 20 Gonzaga at Loyola Marymount 
No. 22 Marquette vs. Providence 
No. 23 Texas A&M vs. Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley 

Sunday’s games 

No. 8 Mississippi State vs. Louisiana- 
Lafayette 

No. 9 N.C. State vs. Davidson 
No. 10 Tennessee vs. Belmont 
No. 14 California vs. Harvard 
No. 16 Iowa at No. 21 Michigan State 
No. 17 Arizona State at Arizona 
No. 24 Miami vs. Central Michigan 
No. 25 South Carolina vs. Furman 


1974 — Ohio State junior running back 
Archie Griffin wins the Heisman Trophy. 

1987 — Steve Largent of the Seattle 
Seahawks becomes the NFL’s all-time 
reception leader in the Seahawks' 41-20 
loss to Kansas City. Largent’s six catches 
gives him 752, surpassing the 750 by San 
Diego’s Charlie Joiner. Gayle Sierens, an¬ 
nouncing the game for NBC, becomes 
the first female play-by-play announcer 
in NFL history. 
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LeBron injury can't stop 
Lakers' rout of Warriors 



Tony Avelar/AP 


The Lakers’ LeBron James grimaces after straining his left groin 
during the second half against the Warriors on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — LeBron 
James prides himself on his dura¬ 
bility, being available night after 
night, game after grueling game. 

That’s why the Lakers star is so 
mad he got hurt. 

The Los Angeles Lakers lost 
LeBron in the third quarter to a 
strained left groin then went out 
and beat the two-time defending 
champions without him Tuesday 
night, getting King James’ 17 
points, 13 rebounds and five as¬ 
sists before the injury in a sur¬ 
prising 127-101 rout of the Golden 
State Warriors. 

“I take a lot of pride in it,” James 
said of always playing. “That’s 
why it [angered me] not to be able 
to go back into the game. It’s more 
than anything being available to 
my teammates, being available to 
my coaching staff. That’s some¬ 
thing I take more personal than 
anything. Hopefully it’s not a long 
thing.” 

James grabbed at his left groin 
area with 7:51 left in the third 
after slipping under the War¬ 
riors’ basket while trying for a 
loose ball. He tried to stretch it 
out, awkwardly walked toward 
the Lakers bench trying to loos¬ 
en up before leaving on his own, 
though gingerly, out the tunnel to 
the locker room. 

He is scheduled for an MRI 
exam Wednesday and coach Luke 
Walton is preparing to be with¬ 
out James on Thursday night in 
Sacramento. 

James has played in 156 
straight games overall and 116 in 
the regular season. And he’s not 
about to guess whether he will 
have to miss time. 

Stephen Curry made consecu¬ 
tive threes shortly after James ex¬ 
ited, and the Warriors got within 
78-76 at the 2:48 mark of the third 
— but Kyle Kuzma and the per¬ 
sistent Lakers stayed at it every 
possession. Curry wound up with 
15 points but the home fans had 
seen enough well before the final 
buzzer and headed out for the rest 
of Christmas. 

Celtics 121, 76ers 114 (OT): 

Kyrie Irving hit back-to-back 
three-pointers in overtime for six 
of his 40 points and host Boston 
rallied to beat Philadelphia. 

Irving, who forced OT on a 
jump shot with 20 seconds left 
in the fourth, also pulled down 
10 rebounds for the Celtics, who 
trailed 113-108 with 3:33 left in 
the extra period before rallying 
behind Irving down the stretch. 

Ben Simmons’ two free throws 
with 2:15 left put the Sixers up 
114-112, but Philadelphia didn’t 
score again. 

Irving’s three-pointer with 
3:01 left gave Boston its first lead 
of overtime at 115-114, then after 
a miss by Philadelphia, Irving 
hit another three-pointer with 
1:28 left and Boston fans leaped 


to their feet and cheered louder 
than they had all night. 

Rockets 113, Thunder 109: 

James Harden scored 41 points 
and host Houston beat Oklahoma 
City for its seventh win in the past 
eight games. 

Harden has scored 30 points 
or more in a career-high seven 
games in a row, marking the first 
time a player has done that since 
Russell Westbrook had eight con¬ 
secutive 30-point games in No¬ 
vember 2016. 

A three-pointer by Paul George 
with less than two minutes left got 
Oklahoma City within 4 before 
Harden missed a three. West¬ 
brook missed a shot for the Thun¬ 
der, but George stole the ball from 
Harden and was fouled. 

George made both free throws 
to get the Thunder within two 
with 43.6 seconds left. Harden 
then drove past George and into 
the lane for a layup to make it 112- 
108 with 20.4 seconds left. 

Westbrook made one of two 
free throws to cut it to three with 
15 seconds left, and Austin Rivers 
made a free throw with 7.4 sec¬ 
onds left to secure the win. 

Bucks 109, Knicks 95: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 30 
points and 14 rebounds in his 
Christmas debut, and visiting 
Milwaukee celebrated its return 


to the holiday schedule by beat¬ 
ing New York. 

Brook Lopez scored 20 points 
for the Bucks, who played on 
Christmas for the first time since 
1977. They were selected for the 
showcase slate of games largely 
because of Antetokounmpo but 
the timing also was perfect to 
show an emerging team, which 
improved the NBA’s second-best 
record to 23-10. 

Malcolm Brogdon finished 
with 17 points for the Bucks, 
who bounced back from a loss to 
Miami on Saturday to win for the 
fifth time in six games. 

Rookie Kevin Knox scored 21 
points for the Knicks, who have 
lost six straight Christmas Day 
games and fell to 22-31 in their 
NBA-record 53 appearances on 
the holiday. 

Jazz 117, Trail Blazers 96: 

Rudy Gobert had 18 points, 14 
rebounds and seven blocks while 
Donovan Mitchell added 19 
points to lead host Utah to a rout 
of Portland. 

Joe Ingles chipped in 15 points, 
seven rebounds, and five assists 
for the Jazz (17-18), who won for 
the fifth time in their last six 
home games while shooting 55 
percent from the floor. 

Damian Lillard scored 20 
points to lead Portland. 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Charlotte 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

10 .714 - 

13 .629 3 

13 .606 4 

19 .457 9 

9 26 .257 16 

Southeast Division 

16 .500 


16 16 .500 - 

14 18 .438 2 

13 21 .382 4 

9 23 .281 7 

Central Division 

23 10 .697 - 

22 12 .647 1V4 

15 16 .484 7 

9 25 .265 14V4 

8 26 .235 15’/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Memphis 

New Orleans 


15 .545 

16 .529 

16 .515 

17 .469 
19 .441 


Denver 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Utah 

Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


15 

Pacific Division 


10 .677 
12 .636 
15 .559 
18 .486 
18 .455 


Golden State 

L.A. Lakers 20 14 .588 2'h 

L.A. Clippers 19 14 .576 3 

Sacramento 18 15 .545 4 

Phoenix 8 26 .235 14V4 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Tuesday’s games 
Milwaukee 109, New York 95 
Houston 113, Oklahoma City 109 
Boston 121, Philadelphia 114, OT 
L.A. Lakers 127, Golden State 101 
Utah 117, Portland 96 

Wednesday’s games 
Phoenix at Orlando 
Washington at Detroit 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
Indiana at Atlanta 
Toronto at Miami 
Cleveland at Memphis 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Denver at San Antonio 
New Orleans at Dallas 
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers 
Thursday’s games 
Boston at Houston 
New York at Milwaukee 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 
Philadelphia at Utah 
Portland at Golden State 

Tuesday 

Lakers 127, Warriors 101 

L.A. LAKERS - James 6-11 5-8 17, Kuz¬ 
ma 6-14 5-7 19, Zubac 9-10 0-0 18, Ball 2-6 

1- 2 6, Ingram 4-9 5-6 14, Mykhailiuk 2-2 
0-0 6, Chandler 0-1 0-0 0, Wagner 0-0 0-0 
0, Rondo 6-11 2-2 15, Hart 4-9 2-2 12, Ste¬ 
phenson 4-6 0-0 11, Caldwell-Pope 4-6 0-0 
9. Totals 47-85 20-27 127. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 5-13 8-8 21, 
Green 2-7 0-1 4, Looney 5-9 0-0 10, Curry 
5-17 3-3 15, Thompson 2-7 0-0 5, McKin- 
nie 2-10 1-2 5, Jerebko 1-6 0-0 2, Bell 1-1 
0-0 2, Cook 1-2 0-2 2, Livingston 3-6 1-2 7, 
Lee 2-3 1-1 5, Iguodala 9-12 2-2 23. Totals 
38-93 16-21 101. 

L.A. Lakers 32 33 26 36-127 

Golden State 25 25 32 19-101 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Lakers 13-33 
(Stephenson 3-4, Mykhailiuk 2-2, Hart 

2- 6, Kuzma 2-6, Ingram 1-3, Rondo 1-3, 
Caldwell-Pope 1-3, Ball 1-4, James 0-2), 
Golden State 9-36 (Iguodala 3-5, Durant 

3- 8, Curry 2-8, Thompson 1-3, Lee 0-1, 
Cook 0-1, Looney 0-1, McKinnie 0-2, Green 
0-3, Jerebko 0-4). Fouled Out—Green. 
Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 49 (James 13), 
Golden State 37 (Durant 7). Assists—L.A. 
Lakers 27 (Rondo 10), Golden State 28 
(Durant 7). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 20, 
Golden State 21. A-19,596 (19,596). 


Jazz 117, Trail Blazers 96 

PORTLAND - Harkless 2-82-46, Aminu 

3-6 3-4 11, Nurkic 3-10 1-2 7, Lillard 9-21 0- 
0 20, McCollum 4-14 2-4 11, Layman 0-1 0- 
0 0, Swanigan 0-0 0-0 0, Collins 4-6 2-4 10, 
Leonard 2-6 2-2 7, Curry 3-4 0-0 8, Staus- 
kas 0-3 0-0 0, Turner 4-9 4-4 12, Baldwin IV 

1-1 1-2 4. Totals 35-89 17-26 96. 

UTAH - Ingles 6-9 0-0 15, Favors 3-5 

1- 2 7, Gobert 7-10 4-9 18, Rubio 5-11 2-3 
14, Mitchell 8-18 1-4 19, Crowder 3-10 4-5 
12, Sefolosha 1-2 0-0 2, O’Neale 1-1 0-0 2, 
Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Niang 0-1 0-0 0, Neto 1-1 
0-0 3, Exum 7-9 0-0 15, Korver 4-6 0-0 10. 
Totals 46-83 12-23 117. 

Portland 24 23 23 26- 96 

Utah 24 35 24 34-117 

Three-point Goals—Portland 9-23 
(Curry 2-3, Aminu 2-3, Lillard 2-5, Bald¬ 
win IV 1-1, McCollum 1-3, Leonard 1-3, 
Harkless 0-1, Collins 0-1, Layman 0-1, 
Stauskas 0-2), Utah 13-29 (Ingles 3-5, Ko¬ 
rver 2-4, Rubio 2-4, Mitchell 2-5, Crowder 

2- 8, Neto 1-1, Exum 1-1, Favors 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 
42 (Nurkic 10), Utah 49 (Gobert 14). As- 
sists—Portland 20 (Lillard 4), Utah 20 
(Rubio 6). Total Fouls—Portland 20, Utah 
19. A-18,306 (18,306). 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Rockets guard James Harden 
drives to the basket against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder during 
the first half of Tuesday’s game 
in Houston. 


Bucks 109, Knicks 95 

MILWAUKEE - Antetokounmpo 13-21 

4-7 30, Middleton 2-12 1-1 6, Lopez 5-10 9-9 
20, Brogdon 7-14 2-2 17, Bledsoe 4-8 3-4 11, 
Wilson 1-4 2-6 5, Maker 5-8 2-5 12, Hill 2-4 
0-0 5, Brown 1-5 0-0 3, DiVincenzo 0-0 0-0 0, 
Snell 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 40-89 23-34 109. 

NEW YORK - Knox 8-20 4-4 21, Vonleh 

4- 8 5-6 14, Kanter 4-8 3-3 12, Mudiay 5-14 
0-0 11, Hardaway Jr. 4-18 5-6 14, Thomas 
1-3 0-0 2, Kornet 3-6 0-0 9, Burke 1-7 0-0 2, 
Dotson 1-2 0-0 2, Trier 4-10 0-2 8. Totals 35- 
96 17-21 95. 

Milwaukee 22 26 36 25-109 

New York 24 22 22 27- 95 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 6-32 
(Brown 1-2, Wilson 1-2, Hill 1-3, Brogdon 

1- 5, Lopez 1-6, Middleton 1-7, Bledsoe 0- 

1, Antetokounmpo 0-2, Maker 0-2, Snell 0- 
2), New York 8-28 (Kornet 3-6, Kanter 1-2, 
Vonleh 1-2, Mudiay 1-4, Hardaway Jr. 1-4, 
Knox 1-5, Dotson 0-1, Thomas 0-1, Burke 
0-1, Trier 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 50 (Antetokounmpo 
14), New York 57 (Vonleh 15). Assists- 
Milwaukee 22 (Bledsoe 5), New York 17 
(Mudiay 5). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 19, 
New York 25. A-19,812 (19,812). 

Celtics 121, 76ers 114 (OT) 

PHILADELPHIA - Butler 9-21 3-3 24, 
Chandler 5-11 2-2 15, Embiid 10-17 12-12 
34, Simmons 4-9 3-7 11, Redick 5-16 3-5 
17, Muscala 1-9 0-0 3, Shamet 2-4 0-0 5, 
McConnell 1-2 0-0 2, Korkmaz 1-3 0-0 3. 
Totals 38-92 23-29 114. 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-18 8-9 23, Morris 
8-13 4-4 23, Horford 2-10 0-0 4, Irving 17- 
33 1-1 40, Smart 2-8 0-0 6, Brown 2-7 0-0 4, 
Hayward 2-6 1-2 5, Theis 2-7 1-2 6, Rozier 

3-6 2-2 10. Totals 45-108 17-20 121. 
Philadelphia 25 26 38 19 6-114 

Boston 32 25 29 22 13-121 

Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 15- 
40 (Redick 4-10, Chandler 3-6, Butler 3- 
7, Embiid 2-4, Shamet 1-2, Korkmaz 1-2, 
Muscala 1-8, McConnell 0-1), Boston 
14-41 (Irving 5-10, Morris 3-5, Rozier 2-3, 
Smart 2-5, Theis 1-3, Tatum 1-7, Brown 
0-1, Hayward 0-2, Horford 0-5). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Philadelphia 56 
(Embiid 16), Boston 55 (Tatum, Irving 
10). Assists—Philadelphia 25 (Simmons 

8) , Boston 21 (Horford 5). Total Fouls— 
Philadelphia 21, Boston 21. Technicals— 
Redick, Smart. A-18,624 (18,624). 

Rockets 113, Thunder 109 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-25 4-4 
28, Grant 7-13 0-0 15, Adams 8-11 1-2 17, 
Westbrook 6-20 7-10 21, Ferguson 3-9 0- 
0 8, Nader 0-3 0-0 0, Patterson 0-2 2-2 2, 
Noel 1-1 0-1 2, Schroder 5-11 0-0 10, Diallo 
3-3 0-2 6. Totals 43-98 14-21 109. 

HOUSTON - House Jr. 3-6 1-19, Tucker 

5- 8 0-2 11, Capela 8-15 0-1 16, Harden 15- 
35 6-7 41, Gordon 7-18 0-0 17, Nene 1-1 0-0 

2, Rivers 3-6 2-4 10, Green 2-8 2-2 7. Totals 
44-97 11-17 113. 

Oklahoma City 22 38 28 21-109 

Houston 22 30 34 27-113 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 9- 
30 (George 4-9, Ferguson 2-6, Westbrook 

2- 6, Grant 1-3, Patterson 0-1, Nader 0-2, 
Schroder 0-3), Houston 14-44 (Harden 

5-16, Gordon 3-11, Rivers 2-3, House 
Jr. 2-4, Tucker 1-3, Green 1-7). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
52 (George 14), Houston 54 (Capela 23). 
Assists—Oklahoma City 23 (Westbrook 

9) , Houston 18 (Harden 7). Total Fouls— 
Oklahoma City 22, Houston 25. Techni- 
cals—Westbrook. A-18,055 (18,500). 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Buffalo 

Boston 

Montreal 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Atlantic Division 

OT Pts GF GA 

58 154 106 


37 28 

37 25 10 

37 21 11 

37 20 13 

37 19 13 

35 15 14 


52 140 103 
5 47 111 105 

4 44 105 96 

5 43 115 117 

6 36 115 125 
6 36 109 126 

34 118 144 


15 17 

37 15 18 

Metropolitan Division 

Washington 35 22 10 3 47 129 103 

Columbus 36 21 12 3 45 117 109 

Pittsburgh 36 18 12 6 42 119 110 

N.Y. Islanders 35 18 13 4 40 101 98 

N.Y. Rangers 35 15 14 6 36 102 115 

Carolina 35 15 15 5 35 90 103 

Philadelphia 35 15 16 4 34 104 125 

New Jersey 35 12 16 7 31 102 125 

Western Conference 

Central Division 
*- - OT Pts GF GA 

' 50 128 101 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Colorado 

Minnesota 
St. Louis 
Chicago 


36 24 10 

37 22 13 

37 19 12 

37 18 16 3 

35 17 15 3 

34 14 16 4 

39 13 20 6 

Pacific Division 

37 22 12 3 

38 19 12 7 

39 20 15 4 

38 19 14 5 

36 18 15 3 

39 17 18 4 

36 16 18 2 


2 46 111 __ 

6 44 129 115 

3 39 99 102 

37 103 99 
32 96 114 

32 111 145 


47 127 103 
45 124 115 
44 117 112 
43 95 109 

39 102 111 
38 117 125 
34 93 101 

31 86 112 

point 


Calgary 
San Jose 

Anaheim 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 

Los Angeles __ 

NOTE: Two points for 
for overtime loss. Top three teams 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Boston 5, Nashville 2 
Columbus 4, Philadelphia 3 
Florida 2, Detroit 1 
St. Louis 3, Calgary 1 
Montreal 4, Vegas 3, OT 
Los Angeles 3, San Jose 2, OT 
Arizona 6, Colorado 4 
Buffalo 3, Anaheim 0 
Washington 4, Ottawa 0 
Pittsburgh 3, Carolina 0 
Toronto 5, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Dallas 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Winnipeg 1, Vancouver 0 
Tampa Bay 6, Edmonton 3 
Sunday’s games 
Columbus 3, New Jersey 0 
Carolina 5, Boston 3 
Florida 6, Chicago 3 
Philadelphia 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO 
Toronto 5, Detroit 4, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Dallas 1 
Los Angeles 4, Vegas 3, OT 
Arizona 4, San Jose 3, SO 
Monday's games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday's games 
No games scheduled 

Thursday's games 
New Jersey at Boston 
Columbus at N.Y. Rangers 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Carolina at Washington 
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at St. Louis 
Calgary at Winnipeg 
Dallas at Nashville 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Vancouver at Edmonton 
Colorado at Vegas 
Anaheim at San Jose 
Arizona at Los Angeles 

Leaders 

Goal scoring 

Name, Team GP G 

Alex Ovechkin, Washington 35 29 

Jeff Skinner, Buffalo 37 26 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 37 24 

John Tavares, Toronto 37 24 

Cam Atkinson, Columbus 35 23 

Patrik Laine, Winnipeg 36 23 

David Pastrnak, Boston 37 23 

Joe Pavelski, San Jose 38 23 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 37 22 

Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg 36 22 

Sean Monahan, Calgary 37 21 

Brayden Point, Tampa Bay 37 21 

Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay 37 20 

Auston Matthews, Toronto 23 19 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton 35 19 

Timo Meier, San Jose 35 18 

Kyle Palmieri, New Jersey 35 18 

Alex DeBrincat, Chicago 39 17 

Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton 36 17 

Mike Hoffman, Florida 35 17 

Plus/Minus 

Name, Team GP +/- 

Morgan Rielly, Toronto 37 26 

John Carlson, Washington 34 22 

Ron Hainsey, Toronto 37 22 

Michal Kempny, Washington 32 22 

Ryan McDonagh, Tampa Bay 37 22 

Jeff Skinner, Buffalo 37 21 

Brian Dumoulin, Pittsburgh 36 20 

Mark Giordano, Calgary 35 20 

Kasperi Kapanen, Toronto 37 19 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado 37 19 

Elias Lindholm, Calgary 37 19 

Mark Scheifele, Winnipeg 36 19 

Jake Gardiner, Toronto 37 17 

Ryan Murray, Columbus 36 17 

Colton Sissons, Nashville 35 17 

Josh Anderson, Columbus 36 16 

Nicklas Backstrom, Washington 35 16 

Mikko Rantanen, Colorado 37 16 

T.J. Brodie, Calgary 37 15 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado 37 15 



When Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin, left, put pen to paper on his first NHL contract as the No. 1 overall pick, the 
reverberations carried to Gothenburg and Lidkoping in his native Sweden. Dahlin signing with Buffalo earned Sweden more than $250,000 
to put back into player development. 

Priming the pump 

Transfer fees for international players help league build feeder system 


They take care of the players, they help 
players to develop them to get ready to 
come over. f 

Rasmus Ristolainen 

Buffalo Sabres defenseman 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

When Rasmus Dahlin put pen 
to paper on his first NHL con¬ 
tract, the reverberations carried 
to Gothenburg and Lidkoping in 
his native Sweden. 

The No. 1 overall pick signing 
with the Buffalo Sabres earned 
Sweden more than $250,000 to 
put back into development. 

“It’s unreal,” Dahlin said. “We 
need all the money we can get.” 

Last year alone, the NHL paid 
more than $35 million in transfer 
fees as teams signed European 
players. There are agreements in 
place with all the major hockey- 
producing countries except Rus¬ 
sia and Switzerland that allow the 
free flow of players to the best 
league in the world. 

“The purpose I suppose is to 
help prime the pump for hockey 
development,” deputy NHL Com¬ 
missioner Bill Daly said. “The 
pool of players who can play in 
the National Hockey League con¬ 
tinues to increase on a regular 
basis.... There’s more better play¬ 
ers than ever before.” 

When the world junior champi¬ 
onship begins Wednesday in Can¬ 
ada, it will be a showcase of that 
emerging talent spurred along 
in Europe and North America by 
this money. The NHL also sends 
junior leagues in Canada and the 
United States over $12 million 
annually and provides financial 
support for USA Hockey. 

That feeder system is partially 
responsible for the game’s ex¬ 
plosion of young talent in recent 


years. Nowhere is that more evi¬ 
dent than Sweden, which received 
roughly $8 million last year for 
Dahlin and more than 30 other 
players signing NHL contracts. 

“That money is obviously huge,” 
said Detroit Red Wings defen¬ 
seman Niklas Kronwall, who is 
Swedish. “It doesn’t just go to the 
pro teams. I think it funnels down 
to your first team and the teams 
that are developing you and have 
been taking you on this ride. And 
that money is doing the same for 
the next generation of players: 
setting up with the right facilities 
and the right coaches and just try 
to surround them with the best 
circumstances that they can so 
they can succeed. That’s one of 
the reasons why Sweden’s been 
able to keep producing players.” 

The investment makes sense 
for the NHL, which currently has 
players from 16 different coun¬ 
tries. The 31 — soon to be 32 — 
teams split the costs equally each 
year. 

It’s beneficial for national fed¬ 
erations and European leagues 
and teams, too, even if Swedish 
Hockey Association vice presi¬ 
dent Peter Forsberg had to con¬ 


vince those in charge it was better 
to make a deal with the NHL than 
lose players for nothing. 

“I told them that I think it’s 
better you have an agreement be¬ 
cause then we have impact in the 
kind of discussions,” said Fors¬ 
berg, who shares the same name 
with the retired NHL star. “All the 
players who sign a contract with 
Swedish club or European club 
or whatever, they have always an 
out clause that they can go to the 
NHL. We can’t ever keep them 
in our league if you want to keep 
them in our league. We cannot 
sign the long contract that they 
do in soccer in Europe. We don’t 
have that kind of possibilities.” 

The trick is making sure the 
money goes to what it’s designed 
for. Daly, who has been in charge 
of transfer fees since the end of 
the 2004-05 lockout, said federa¬ 
tions are responsible for report¬ 
ing where the funds go because 
the goal is to keep churning out 
players who one day could make 
it to the NHL. 

The federations distribute the 
money to various levels as they 
see fit. Forsberg said 95 percent 
of fees go back into programs that 


grow the sport in Sweden. 

“We ensure that the money 
goes back to the development,” 
Forsberg said. “You can see that 
on the result that we have around 
10 percent of Swedish players 
are today in NHL [and] that 10 
percent of players in NHL are 
Swedes. We can see that we have 
a high production line.” 

That’s also the case in Finland, 
which has the league’s leading 
scorer in Colorado’s Mikko Ran¬ 
tanen and produced Winnipeg’s 
43-goal scorer Patrik Laine, 
young Dallas defenseman Miro 
Heiskanen and a whole genera¬ 
tion of emerging star players. 

“They take care of the players, 
they help players to develop them 
to get ready to come over,” Buffa¬ 
lo defenseman Rasmus Ristolain¬ 
en said. “Like you’ve seen the last 
few years, Finnish players are re¬ 
ally stepping up, so it’s a credit to 
every team back home.” 

Government contributions 
and smart leadership have also 
helped hockey blossom across Eu¬ 
rope. Kronwall credited longtime 
coach-turned-general manager 
Tommy Boustedt for setting up 
position-specific camps in Swe¬ 
den that specifically allowed for 
the development of Dahlin and 
more modern defensemen. 

The NHL money paved the way 
for that. 

“We’re a hard-working coun¬ 
try,” Dahlin said. “We’re humble. 
We don’t have a lot of players, 
but some of the guys come to the 
NHL and for me, a younger guy, 
I know that a Swedish guy can 
make it, too.” 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Jeudy follows in footsteps of Tide stars 



By John Zenor 

Associated. Press 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. 
erry Jeudy’s ambitions 
grew with every college 
camp he attended and 
every highly rated defen¬ 
sive back he beat head to head. 

His recruiting stock rose, and 
so did his goals. 

Now Alabama’s latest All- 
America wide receiver, Jeudy 
ratcheted up his workout routine, 
started eating healthier and buck¬ 
led down in the classroom for his 
senior year at Deerfield Beach 
High School in Florida. 

“When he got out there and 
started feeling like, ‘I’m going 
against guys that were supposed 
to be five-stars and I’m taking it 
to them. I can do it,’” Deerfield 
coach Jevon Glenn said. “Then he 
put himself in that class and after 
that, it was a wrap.” 

It’s not a wrap quite yet, with 
at least one more season at Ala¬ 
bama awaiting, plus the College 
Football Playoffs. Alabama faces 
Oklahoma in an Orange Bowl 
semifinal matchup in Miami — 
an hour from Jeudy’s hometown 
— on Dec. 29. 

The 6-foot-l, 192-pound Jeudy 
has followed fellow south Flori¬ 
da products Amari Cooper and 
Calvin Ridley to receiving star¬ 
dom with the Crimson Tide. He 
became a five-star recruit, like 
them. And the go-to receiver for a 


national title contender, also like 
them. 

Like Cooper in 2014, the 
sophomore also won the Bilet- 
nikoff Award as the nation’s top 


receiver. 

Jeudy has put up big numbers 
like his predecessors, including 
Atlanta Falcons star Julio Jones. 
The other three all became first- 


round NFL Draft picks. 

He has the benefit of catching 
passes from an elite quarterback 
in Heisman Trophy runner-up 
Tua Tagovailoa in a more pass- 


oriented offense. But Jeudy also 
shares the ball with a deeper pool 
of talented receivers than any of 
them. 

Jeudy has already put up big¬ 
ger numbers than Ridley did in 
either of his final two seasons in 
a much more run-first offense. 
He has 59 catches for 1,103 yards 
— an 18.7-yard average — and 12 
touchdowns. 

Jeudy worked out every other 
day with Ridley as a lOth-grader 
and they still keep in touch. 

“Great player, works really 
hard and deserves everything 
coming his way,” Ridley said. 
“We played high school together 
and grew up together a little bit. 
Just seeing him grow and becom¬ 
ing the player he is — that’s the 
most exciting thing.” 

Jeudy didn’t just catch the at¬ 
tention of college coaches — and 
himself—at those all-star games 
and camps. Current teammates 
saw the highlights, too, and 
were anticipating his arrival on 
campus. 

“You just saw him making all 
these plays,” Alabama tailback 
Damien Harris said. “We knew 
he was committed here, so seeing 
him on those videos, ‘Hey, this 
kid is pretty good.’ He came in 
here and continued to work hard 
and he’s turned into the player he 
is now.” 

Associated Press writer George Henry 
in Atlanta contributed to this report. 



Breed: QBs setting records 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Clemson freshman quarterback Trevor Lawrence scrambles during the Atlantic Coast 
Conference title game against Pittsburgh on Dec. 1 in Charlotte, N.C. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

quarterbacks are completing passes at a 
near-record percentage (59.9) while aver¬ 
age yards per attempt (7.41) is the best it 
has ever been. 

The current passer efficiency rating for 
all of FBS is 134.99, which would break the 
previous mark of 133.83 set in 2012. 

The latest statisti¬ 
cal surge has been led 
by the quarterbacks 
who will play in the 
Orange Bowl semifi¬ 
nal on Dec. 29, when 
No. 1 Alabama faces 
No. 4 Oklahoma. Both 
Heisman Trophy win¬ 
ner Kyler Murray 
(205.72) of Oklahoma 
and Alabama’s Tua 
Tagovailoa (202.30) 
are on pace to break the record for passer 
efficiency rating set by former Sooners 
quarterback Baker Mayfield (198.92) last 
season. The quarterbacks in the Cotton 
Bowl playoff game have also done their 
part. No. 2 Clemson, led by freshman 
Trevor Lawrence (154.02 rating), faces No. 
3 Notre Dame and quarterback Ian Book 
(162.50 rating). 

Murray, Tagovailoa and Lawrence were 
five-star talents who fall into Dilfer’s 
“clearly the best” category. But polished 
passers are being churned out as if by a 
factory. 

“They have had ‘Outlier’ reps from doing 
all this stuff,” said former UCLA coach 
and quarterback Rick Neuheisel, referring 
to Malcolm Gladwell’s book that theorized 
10,000 hours of practice is necessary to be¬ 
come an expert in a field. 


Or as Dilfer puts it: “They’ve had more 
opportunity to be the quarterback.” 

Oliver Luck was the quarterback at West 
Virginia before being drafted by the Hous¬ 
ton Oilers in the second round in 1982. 
Growing up in Cleveland, football was 
played during football season. 

“As soon as the season was over, that 
football would gather dust because you 
were more than likely involved in other 
sports,” said Luck, who is now the commis¬ 
sioner of the XFL. 

By the time his son was in high school 
in Houston, spring practice was common 
and 7-on-7 — a pared-down version of 
football with no linemen or tackling, just 
quarterbacks, receivers and defensive 
backs — was growing. Andrew Luck was a 
two-time Heisman runner-up at Stanford 
and the first overall pick in the 2012 NFL 
Draft by the Colts. He didn’t dabble in pri¬ 
vate coaches until he was preparing for the 
draft. 

“I don’t know what the number is but, if 
I threw 5,000 passes (combining practices, 
games and workouts) in my high school 
career I bet Andrew threw 50,000 and 
today’s kids might throw 100,000,” Oliver 
Luck said. “A significant increase in the 
number and the quality of the repetitions. 
That’s just the physical part.” 

The information age has been a boon to 
quarterback development. What iPhone- 
dependent teens might lack in interperson¬ 
al skills, they often make up for in ability to 
absorb information. 

“So a student-athlete comes in and he’s 
like: ‘I get what two-high safeties look like. 
I get what one-high safeties look like and 
that paints a picture for me.’ They’re learn¬ 
ing that in the sixth grade. Eighth grade,” 


said Pac-12 Networks analyst Yogi Roth, 
who works with Dilfer on Elite 11 and was 
part of Pete Carroll’s staff at Southern Cal¬ 
ifornia from 2005-09. 

Dilfer called Tagovailoa, the MVP of 
the 2016 Elite 11 competition, an “incred¬ 
ible learner. Maybe the best I’ve been 
around.” 

“He was awful at a handful of things 
when I saw him in May,” Dilfer said. “I 
gave him a task list. When I saw him in 
June he was the best at all the things he 
once was the worst at.” 

Murray was part of the 2014 Elite 11 


class and exemplifies another part of the 
evolution of quarterback play at the college 
level: Great athletes are more frequently 
playing quarterback and being developed 
as passers, even if they don’t have what 
has always been thought of as prototypical 
NFL measurements. 

Murray is listed at 5-foot-10 and 195 
pounds, has tailback speed and already has 
signed a contract to play for Major League 
Baseball’s Oakland Athletics. 

“It’s almost a democratization of the posi¬ 
tion,” Luck said. “In a sense you don’t have 
to be the 6-foot-4 tall, accurate passer.” 



Dilfer 
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NFL 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


y-New England 10 
Miami 7 

Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 


W L T Pet PF PA 


5 10 0 

4 11 0 

South 


x-Houston __ _ 

Indianapolis 9 6 

Tennessee 9 6 

Jacksonville 5 10 

North 

Baltimore 9 6 

Pittsburgh 8 6 

Cleveland 7 7 

Cincinnati 6 9 

West 

x-Kansas City 11 4 

x-L.A. Chargers 11 4 

Denver 6 9 

Oakland 4 11 


667 398 322 
467 302 391 
333 227 357 
267 330 403 

667 382 313 
600 400 327 
600 293 270 
333 242 296 

600 363 263 
567 412 347 
500 335 366 
400 355 439 

733 530 418 
733 405 320 
400 320 326 
267 287 432 


National Conference 

East 

W L T Pet PF PA 

y-Dallas 9 6 0 .600 303 289 

Philadelphia 8 7 0 .533 343 348 

Washington 7 8 0 .467 281 335 

N.Y. Giants 5 10 0 .333 334 376 

South 

y-New Orleans 13 2 0 .867 490 320 

Atlanta 6 9 0 .400 380 391 

Carolina 6 9 0 .400 343 368 

Tampa Bay 5 10 0 .333 364 430 


y-Chicago 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Detroit 

y-L.A. Rams 
x-Seattle 
San Francisco 
Arizona 


11 


0 .733 397 : 

1 .567 350 : 

1 .433 376 : 

0 .333 293 I 

it 

0 .800 479 : 

0 .600 401 : 

4 11 0 .267 310 : 

3 12 0 .200 201 : 


x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Saturday’s games 
Tennessee 25, Washington 16 
Baltimore 22, L.A. Chargers 10 
Sunday’s games 
Cleveland 26, Cincinnati 18 
Jacksonville 17, Miami 7 
Indianapolis 28, N.Y. Giants 27 
Dallas 27, Tampa Bay 20 
New England 24, Buffalo 12 
Atlanta 24, Carolina 10 
Minnesota 27, Detroit 9 
Philadelphia 32, Houston 30 
Green Bay 44, N.Y Jets 38, OT 
L.A. Rams 31, Arizona 9 
Chicago 14, San Francisco 9 
New Orleans 31, Pittsburgh 28 
Seattle 38, Kansas City 31 
Monday’s games 
Oakland 27, Denver 14 

Sunday, Dec. 30 
Miami at Buffalo 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Jacksonville at Houston 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants 
Detroit at Green Bay 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Carolina at New Orleans 
Arizona at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at Denver 
Oakland at Kansas City 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Cleveland at Baltimore 
Indianapolis at Tennessee 

Monday 

Raiders 27, Broncos 14 

Denver 0 0 7 7-14 

Oakland 7 10 0 10-27 

First quarter 

Oak—D.Harris 99 punt return (Carlson 
kick), 10:10. 

Second quarter 

Oak—Martin 24 run (Carlson kick), 
7:56. 

Oak-FG Carlson 43, :19. 

Third quarter 

Den—Hamilton 7 pass from Keenum 
(McManus kick), 4:36. 

Fourth quarter 

Oak—Richard 3 run (Carlson kick), 
12:16. 

Den—Sutton 19 pass from Keenum 
(McManus kick), 7:31. 

Oak-FG Carlson 45, 4:38. 

A—53,850. 

“— Oak 

16 


24-100 30-114 
200 159 

0-0 2-106 

5- 116 2-46 

0-0 2-23 

23-37-2 19-26-0 
1-2 1-8 

6- 51.0 5-45.0 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 11-91 6-50 

Time of Possession 29:52 30:08 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Denver, Lindsay 10-46, 
Booker 3-21, Freeman 7-21, Keenum 3-19, 
Patrick l-(minus 7). Oakland, Martin 21- 
107, Richard 4-11, Washington l-(minus 
1), Carr 4-(minus 3). 

PASSING-Denver, Keenum 23-37-2- 
202. Oakland, Carr 19-26-0-167. 

RECEIVING—Denver, Sutton 6-65, 

Hamilton 6-40, Patrick 3-44, Booker 3-21, 
Lindsay 2-11, Bri.Parker 2-10, Janovich 1- 
11. Oakland, J.Nelson 7-75, Richard 4-40, 
Cook 2-20, Roberts 2-14, Waller 2-8, Mar¬ 
tin 1-9, K.Smith 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Denver, McMa¬ 
nus 58. 


Raiders win 


possible Oakland finale 



D. Ross Cameron/AP 

Raiders quarterback Derek Carr gestures toward fans after Monday’s game against the 
Broncos in what might have been the team’s final game in Oakland, Calif. 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — After the final sec¬ 
onds ticked off, Derek Carr ran straight to the 
Black Hole with several teammates before 
taking a victory lap around the Coliseum to 
celebrate with his fans. 

If this truly is the final game ever in Oak¬ 
land, the Raiders gave their fans plenty to 
cheer at the end of another disappointing 
season. 

Dwayne Harris returned a punt 99 yards 
for a touchdown after Denver failed to down it, 
Oakland native Doug Martin ran for 107 yards 
and a score and the Raiders beat the Broncos 
27-14 on Monday night in what was possibly 
the final NFL game ever at the Coliseum. 

“It was emotional because as I was doing 
it, I was remembering all the memories from 
breaking my ankle, to fourth-quarter come¬ 
back wins, to throwing three picks in a quar¬ 
ter. Everything,” Carr said. “Just how loyal 
our fans are. I know it stings. I know it hurts 
that we might not play here. I don’t know. I 
was going to make sure that if this was the last 
time, I wanted to say thank you in whatever 
way I could.” 

The Raiders (4-11) are set to move to Las 
Vegas in 2020 and have no lease for next year. 
With Oakland officials having sued the team 
over the move, the Raiders are looking into 
other options for 2019, including AT&T Park 
in San Francisco. 

A decision is expected before the Super 
Bowl, but many of the die-hards came out for 
this game knowing it could be the last NFL 
game ever in the stadium that opened in 
1966. 

“I don’t want to get too sentimental tonight,” 
coach Jon Gruden said. “Hopefully that’s not 
the case. That’s for other people to decide. 
You see the love affair these fans have for the 
Raiders.” 

While the Raiders celebrated, the Broncos 
(6-9) hit a low after being assured of having 
back-to-back seasons with losing records for 
the first time since 1971-72. After going 5-11 
in coach Vance Joseph’s first season, Denver 
has done little better in year two and general 
manager John Elway could be ready to make 
a change after the season. 

The Broncos opened the month with playoff 
aspirations, but three straight losses to teams 
that entered the game with losing records 
ended those hopes and have the team search¬ 
ing for answers. 

“The message is to keep fighting,” Joseph 
said. “That’s what we do right now. We have 
one more game left and this team’s fought all 

Briefs 


year.” 

Shortly after Oakland native Marshawn 
Lynch lit the torch in honor of late owner A1 
Davis before the game, Harris delivered the 
biggest highlight with a punt return that was 
tied for the second-longest ever. 

Andre Holmes deflected Colby Wadman’s 
punt just before it crossed the goal line and 
Isaac Yiadom was in position to down it at the 
1. But he couldn’t hold onto the ball and Har¬ 
ris picked it up before racing 99 yards down 
the sideline for the touchdown that stunned 
the Broncos. Only Patrick Peterson (99 yards) 
and Robert Bailey (103) have punt returns 
that long in NFL history. 

“As soon as he touched it I knew I was going 
to try to return it if he had tried to throw it 
back,” Harris said. “I’ve been trying to get 
that play all season. ... As soon as he did it I 
knew it was an opportunity for me to take ad¬ 
vantage of it.” 

The Broncos weren’t much better at the 
other phases of the game, committing pre¬ 
snap penalties, generating almost no consis¬ 
tent offense in the first half and then allowing 
Martin to scamper 24 yards untouched around 
the end to make it 14-0 midway through the 
second quarter. 


“It was definitely important to me and to 
the players to give this win to (the Oakland 
fans) for Christmas,” Martin said. “Merry 
Christmas to Oakland. Hope you enjoyed it. 
We love you.” 

Case Keenum got the Broncos on the board 
with a pair of TD passes in the second half 
to DaeSean Hamilton and Courtland Sutton. 
But it wasn’t enough as Jalen Richard scored 
on a 3-yard run for Oakland and the Raiders 
sealed the win with interceptions by Marcus 
Gilchrist and Erik Harris. 

Gruden threw his challenge flag after the 
TD pass to Sutton, believing that Keenum 
crossed the line before the throw. But scoring 
plays are automatically reviewed and the re¬ 
play booth confirmed the call without a stop¬ 
page. Oakland was charged with a timeout, 
the second time this season Gruden has tried 
to challenge a TD. 

The Raiders came into the game allowing 
the most points per game in franchise history 
since 1961, but gave up nothing in the opening 
half against the Broncos. It’s the third straight 
meeting between the teams where Denver 
failed to score in the opening half. Those are 
the only times in the past 90 games that Oak¬ 
land has pitched a first-half shutout. 


Jaguars turn back to Bortles for season finale 


Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—Blake 
Bortles is getting another start 
for the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

It could be his last. 

Coach Doug Marrone an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that Bortles 
will start the season finale at 
Houston, giving the embattled 
quarterback a chance to close out 
the season on a positive note. 

Bortles came off the bench at 
Miami last Sunday and led Jack¬ 
sonville (5-10) to the go-ahead 
score in a 17-7 victory. 

Bortles looked considerably 
better than Cody Kessler, who 
was sacked five times and lost a 
fumble for the third consecutive 
week. Kessler left the game in 


the second quarter with a bruised 
throwing shoulder and later re¬ 
turned before sitting down for 
good. 

Kessler led the Jaguars to two 
touchdowns in 37 possessions as 
the starter. 

Bortles has completed 61 per¬ 
cent of his passes for 2,611 yards, 
with 13 TDs and 10 INTs. He has 
been sacked 28 times and lost 
four fumbles. 

Because of his inconsistency, 
it seems Bortles is unlikely to 
return to Jacksonville in 2019. 
The third overall pick in the 2014 
NFL Draft is due to count $21 
million against the salary cap 
next season. The Jags can save 
$9.5 million by cutting him with 
a post-June 1 designation. 


In other NFL news: 

■ The Panthers have placed 
quarterback Taylor Heinicke on 
injured reserve with an elbow 
injury. 

Kyle Allen is expected to start 
this Sunday against the Saints 
with Carolina eliminated from 
the playoffs. 

The team has signed Garrett 
Gilbert, who was with Carolina in 
training camp, as a backup. 

Heinicke got his first career 
start against the Falcons and in¬ 
jured his elbow on a hit by Falcons 
defensive tackle Grady Jackson in 
the second quarter. 

■ Safety D.J. Swearinger, 
released by Washington after 
he criticized the team, was 


signed Tuesday by the Arizona 
Cardinals. 

Swearinger said Monday, when 
he was cut by the Redskins, that 
he received no explanation for 
the move. A day later, the Cardi¬ 
nals claimed him off waivers and 
placed offensive lineman Korey 
Cunningham (foot) on injured 
reserve. 

■ San Francisco 49ers running 
back Matt Breida and receiver 
Dante Pettis will miss the season 
finale with injuries. 

Coach Kyle Shanahan said 
Monday that Breida will be side¬ 
lined by an ankle injury and Pet¬ 
tis is out with a knee injury. Both 
players got hurt Sunday in a loss 
to the Chicago Bears. 
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Lindsay among undrafted 
rookies making an impact 



By Rob Maaddi 

Associated. Press 

P hillip Lindsay didn’t re¬ 
ceive an invitation to the 
NFL scouting combine 
and his name wasn’t 
called during the draft. 

Motivated by the snub, he made 
history. 

The talented Denver Broncos 
running back became the first 
undrafted offensive player select¬ 
ed for the Pro Bowl as a rookie. 
He heads the list of undrafted 
rookies who’ve made an impact 
this season. 

“At one point, I was just try¬ 
ing to make the team,” Lindsay 
said. “I was hoping to do some 
(gunner) reps, some kick return 
and hopefully catch some balls at 
punt return. When they gave me 
the news that I was going to the 
Pro Bowl, it was just a real emo¬ 
tional moment.” 

Baltimore Ravens running 
back Gus Edwards, Philadelphia 
Eagles running back Josh Adams, 
New England Patriots corner- 
back J.C. Jackson and Minnesota 
Vikings cornerback Holton Hill 
have also made significant con¬ 
tributions to their teams after 
32 teams passed on them in the 
draft. 

Lindsay signed with his home¬ 
town club after playing four sea¬ 
sons at Colorado and was bold 
enough to seek permission from 
Hall of Famer Terrell Davis to 
wear his old No. 30 jersey after he 
earned a spot on the Broncos. He 
had 71 yards rushing in his debut 
and 107 yards in his second game. 
Lindsay moved into the starting 
lineup in Week 8 and had 1,037 
yards, an average of 5.4 yards per 
carry and nine touchdowns. He 
also had 35 catches for 241 yards 
and one TD. 

Lindsay was injured in the 
Broncos’ Week 16 loss to Oakland. 
He will miss the regular-season 
finale against the Chargers and 
is expected to be out for the Pro 
Bowl because of a right wrist in¬ 
jury, a person with knowledge of 
the MRI results told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Lindsay is the third undrafted 
rookie with 1,000 yards in a sea¬ 
son, joining Dominic Rhodes 
(1,104 in 2001) and LeGarrette 
Blount (1,007 in 2010). 

Here’s a look at other undrafted 
rookies making an impact: 

Gus Edwards: After playing three 
seasons at Miami and transferring to 
Rutgers for his final year of eligibility, 
Edwards signed a three-year contract 
with the Ravens in May. He began the 
season on the practice squad, played 
his first game in October and got just 
15 carries in his first five games. Then 
Edwards had back-to-back 100-yard 
games as Lamar Jackson took over 
for the injured Joe Flacco at quarter¬ 
back, and the Ravens (9-6) turned 
into a run-dominant offense and took 
the lead in the AFC North. Edwards 
leads the team with 642 yards, has a 
5.1 average and two TDs. Jackson is 


right behind him with 605 yards on the 
ground. A Baltimore win Sunday earns 
it the AFC North title. 

Josh Adams: Despite running for 
3,201 yards and 20 TDs in three sea¬ 
sons at Notre Dame, Adams had to go 
the free-agent route. He signed with 
the Super Bowl champions, earned a 
spot on the practice squad and made 
his NFL debut in Week 3. Adams got 
his chance after starter Jay Ajayi went 
down for the season, and Darren Sp- 
roles and Corey Clement were sidelined 
by injuries. He’s emerged as the leading 
rusher with 461 yards, has a 4.2 aver¬ 
age and three TDs, helping the Eagles 
(8-7) remain in the playoff chase. 

J.C. Jackson: From Malcolm But¬ 
ler to James Develin, the Patriots have 
scored often with undrafted rookies. 
Jackson, out of Florida Riverside Com¬ 
munity College, is the latest to make 
a statement. One of the players New 
England picked up to help plug the 
hole left following Butler’s offseason 
departure, Jackson has appeared in 12 
games and started the past four. The 
team’s confidence in him has grown 
each week and he’s performed well, 
hauling in a pair of interceptions. He’s 
been on the field for 89.3 percent of 
the snaps since December, and played 
every snap against the Bills. Jackson 
drew primary coverage duty on Steel- 
ers receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster and 
held him to four catches for 40 yards 
on 10 targets in a Week 15 loss. 

Holton Hill: Hill has played a lot on 
special teams and started two games 


for Minnesota, one each for regulars 
Xavier Rhodes and Trae Waynes be¬ 
cause of injuries. He has one inter¬ 
ception and seven pass breakups and 
has generally held up well in coverage 
when tested by a tough slate of op¬ 
posing quarterbacks: Aaron Rodgers 
twice, Tom Brady, Russell Wilson, Car- 
son Wentz, Jared Goff and Matthew 
Stafford. 

Robert Foster: A wide receiver 
out of Alabama, Foster has 23 catches 
for 520 yards and two TDs for the Bills. 
His average of 22.6 yards per catch 
leads the team. 

Frankie Luvu: The linebacker out 
of Washington State has played in 
13 games for the Jets and has three 
sacks. 

Sharif Finch: A linebacker out of 
Temple, Finch has been a key player 
on both defense and special teams for 
the Titans. Before injuring his shoulder 
in Week 15, he had 20 tackles, 1 Vz 
sacks, two quarterback pressures and 
two tackles for loss. He also has forced 
two fumbles and recovered another. 

Poona Ford: The defensive tackle 
was the Big 12 defensive player of the 
year his senior year at Texas, but his 
size (5-foot-ll, 310) caused teams 
to shy away from him. He’s played in 
10 games for the Seahawks, including 
one start, and been strong in the run 
game. 

AP Pro Football Writers Arnie 
Stapleton, Dennis Waszak Jr., Dave 
Campbell and Teresa Walker, and 
Sports Writers Kyle Hightower, John 
Wawrow and Tim Booth contributed. 


Leaders 


AFC 


Week 16 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Roethlisberger, PIT 630 421 4842 33 15 
Mahomes, KC 556 369 4816 48 11 

- 604 406 4308 36 14 

484 333 4132 31 10 

537 351 4105 25 11 

470 320 3931 26 9 

520 357 3864 19 8 

538 334 3598 17 14 
444 287 3349 24 11 
386 223 2698 17 15 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

224 1063 4.7 47 8 

192 1037 5.4 65t 9 

183 972 5.3 92t 8 

199 966 4.9 99t 12 

193 917 4.8 97t 4 

201 909 4.5 30 12 

195 881 4.5 34t 6 

165 843 5.1 34t 10 

Kareem Hunt, KC 181 824 4.6 45 7 

Mack, IND 170 789 4.6 49 8 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

D. Hopkins, HOU 103 1425 13.8 49t 11 
Smith-Schuster, PIT 106 1389 13.1 97t 6 

T. Hill, KC 82 1378 16.8 75t 11 

\. Brown, PIT 104 1297 12.5 78t 15 
' ' — 98 1274 13.0 43 10 

74 1209 16.3 68t 6 

93 1132 12.2 54 6 

76 1028 13.5 49 7 

76 874 11.5 51t 3 

i 12.2 64t 4 

i 13.4 45 6 

Punters 

No Yds Lg 


Luck, IND 
P. Rivers, LAC 
Brady, NE 
Watson, HOU 
D. Carr, OAK 
Keenum, DEN 
Mayfield, CLE 
Darnold, NYJ 


Mixon, CIN 
Lindsay, DEN 
N. Chubb, CLE 
D. Henry, TEN 

L. Miller, HOU 
Conner, PIT 
Michel, NE 

M. Gordon, LAC 


Kelce, KC 
T. Hilton, IND 
K. Allen, LAC 
Boyd, CIN 
J. Landry, CLE 
E. Sanders, DEN 
Cook, OAK 


Koch, BAL 
Kern, TEN 
Sanchez, IND 
L. Edwards, NYJ 
R. Allen, NE 
B. Colquitt, CLE 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Haack, MIA 
Bojorquez, BUF 
Wadman, DEN 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
D. King, LAC 
Erickson, CIN 
T. Hill, KC 
C. Rogers, IND 
Peppers, CLE 
Switzer, PIT 
Tyler Ervin, HOU 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
Patterson, NE 
Tr. Smith, KC 
Erickson, CIN 
D. King, LAC 


56 2646 65 47.2 
68 3211 62 47.2 
53 2438 63 46.0 
77 3526 67 45.8 
60 2726 66 45.4 
79 3587 79 45.4 

44 1993 67 45.3 
82 3709 65 45.2 

45 2028 60 45.1 
59 2653 65 45.0 

Punt returners 

No Yds Avg Long TD 

22 324 14.7 78t 1 

20 281 14.0 99t 1 

23 318 13.8 73t 1 

19 211 11.1 38 0 

19 210 11.1 91t 1 

22 215 9.8 51 0 

25 219 8.8 33 0 

27 232 8.6 23 0 

_ 21 175 8.3 27 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

38 1115 29.3 99t 1 

23 663 28.8 95t 1 

32 860 26.9 97 0 

36 962 26.7 77 0 

22 522 23.7 40 0 

Scoring 

Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 


A. Brown, PIT 
M. Gordon, LAC 
Kareem Hunt, KC 
Conner, PIT 13 l 

Ebron, IND 13 

D. Henry, TEN 12 1 

T. Hill, KC 12 

D. Hopkins, HOU 11 

J. White, NE 11 

Mi. Williams, LAC 10 

Kicking 

PAT 

Fairbairn, HOU 
Butker, KC 
Tucker, BAL 
Myers, NYJ 
Gostkowski, NE 
Vinatieri, IND 
Succop, TEN 
McManus, DEN 
Bullock, CIN 
Hauschka, BUF 


10 


15 0 90 


Kansas City 

Pittsburgh 

New England 

Indianapolis 

L.A. Chargers 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Houston 

Denver 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

N.Y. Jets 

Miami 

Buffalo 


Baltimore 

Buffalo 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

L.A. Chargers 

Pittsburgh 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

New England 

Denver 

Oakland 

N.Y. Jets 

Cleveland 

Miami 

Kansas City 

Cincinnati 


37- 39 35-40 54 142 
60-64 24-27 54 132 

34- 35 31-35 56 127 
30-33 32-35 56 126 
44-45 26-31 52 122 
41-43 21-25 54 104 
26-29 25-29 54 101 

35- 35 19-24 53 92 

38- 40 17-21 51 89 
19-20 22-27 54 85 

Team statistics 
Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

426.7 117.1 309.7 

407.3 92.0 315.3 

394.7 127.1 267.6 

382.9 104.0 278.9 

379.1 117.1 261.9 

369.1 143.0 226.1 

364.9 122.9 242.1 
364.0 125.8 238.2 

348.8 121.7 227.1 

339.1 100.1 239.1 

318.4 103.8 214.6 
316.0 128.7 187.3 

314.2 112.9 201.3 

303.2 101.2 202.0 

294.2 109.3 184.9 

293.1 121.2 171.9 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

284.1 85.1 198.9 

298.7 116.0 182.7 

309.4 115.7 193.7 

326.5 113.7 212.9 

331.3 107.4 223.9 

335.9 94.2 241.7 

344.9 102.2 242.7 

358.1 86.2 271.9 

367.1 113.3 253.9 

371.1 119.8 251.3 

379.5 143.3 236.2 

380.7 126.0 254.7 

388.3 124.5 263.9 

391.7 143.9 247.8 

413.1 132.5 280.6 

418.3 142.6 275.7 


Manning, NYG 
Brees, NOR 
Stafford, DET 
Prescott, DAL 
Newton, CAR 
Ru. Wilson, SEA 


E. Elliott, DAL 
Gurley, LA 
Barkley, NYG 


NFC 

Week 16 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Ryan, ATL 564 391 4546 33 6 

Goff, LA 535 349 4489 28 12 

A. Rodgers, GBY 592 369 4416 25 2 

Cousins, MIN 573 405 4166 29 10 
535 356 3998 19 10 
489 364 3992 32 5 

523 347 3511 19 11 
482 329 3498 18 8 

471 320 3395 24 13 
406 268 3296 34 6 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

304 1434 4.7 41 6 

256 1251 4.9 36 17 

244 1198 4.9 78t 10 

McCaffrey, CAR 215 1080 5.0 59 7 

A. Peterson, WAS 247 1042 4.2 90t 7 

C. Carson, SEA 228 1029 4.5 26 8 

Kamara, NOR 194 883 4.6 49t 14 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 241 878 3.6 53 7 

J. Howard, CHI 229 826 3.6 25 7 

Breida, SNF 153 814 5.3 66t 3 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

Ju. Jones, ATL 104 1539 14.8 58 7 

M. Evans, TAM 80 1418 17.7 72t 6 

D. Adams, GBY 111 1386 12.5 57 13 

M. Thomas, NOR 120 1376 11.5 72t 9 

Thielen, MIN 110 1335 12.1 68 9 

79 1228 15.5 85t 4 

84 1195 14.2 39t 6 

113 1148 10.2 34 8 

75 1142 15.2 57 3 

70 1063 15.2 60 5 

No Yds Lg Avg 


Kittle, SNF 
R. Woods, LA 
Ertz, PHL 
Cooks, LA 
Golladay, DET 


A. Lee, ARI 
Johnston, PHL 
M. Dickson, SEA 
Morstead, NOR 
Hekker, LA 
Dixon, NYG 
Way, WAS 
Bosher, ATL 
O’Donnell, CHI 
S. Martin, DET 


9 4321 64 48.6 
58 2814 68 48.5 
71 3429 69 48.3 
38 1786 60 47.0 
40 1862 68 46.6 

69 3132 60 45.4 
74 3357 63 45.4 
55 2484 57 45.2 
58 2616 65 45.1 

70 3149 61 45.0 
Punt returners 

No Yds AvgLong TD 
Cohen, CHI 31 413 13.3 44 0 

Sherels, MIN 23 276 12.0 70 0 

Natson, LA 24 269 11.2 60 0 

Kirk, ARI 21 164 7.8 44 0 

\. Humphries, TAM 19 130 6.8 16 0 

Lockett, SEA 25 143 5.7 19 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
C. Coleman, NYG 19 490 25.8 51 0 

R. James, SNF 22 555 25.2 97t 1 

M. Hall, ATL 22 536 24.4 53 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
0 132 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 
Barkley, NYG 

D. Adams, GBY 

McCaffrey, CAR 13 

Dav. Johnson, ARI 10 

Lockett, SEA 9 I 

Thielen, MIN 9 ( 

E. Elliott, DAL 9 I 

Aa. Jones, GBY 9 I 

Ridley, ATL 9 I 

M. Thomas, NOR 9 I 

Kicking 
PAT 

Lutz, NOR 
M. Crosby, GBY 
Gould, SNF 
Rosas, NYG 
Maher, DAL 
Parkey, CHI 
Prater, DET 
Jak. Elliott, PHL 
Janikowski, SEA 
Zuerlein, LA 


10 


4 0 114 
4 0 86 


0 54 


Tampa Bay 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Green Bay 

Carolina 

Philadelphia 

San Francisco 

Minnesota 

Seattle 

N.Y. Giants 

Chicago 

Dallas 

Detroit 

Washington 

Arizona 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Dallas 

San Francisco 
Detroit 
New Orleans 
Green Bay 
Washington 

Carolina 

Arizona 

Seattle 

N.Y. Giants 

Tampa Bay 

Atlanta 

Philadelphia 


LG Pts 

50-51 28-30 54 134 
34-36 30-37 53 124 
24-26 32-33 53 120 
28-29 30-31 57 118 

28- 29 29-35 62 115 
41-43 22-29 50 107 
26-26 27-31 54 107 
30-32 25-30 56 105 
45-48 20-25 56 105 

29- 30 25-29 56 104 
Team statistics 

Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

424.1 138.4 285.7 

414.3 95.4 318.9 

384.9 122.7 262.1 

382.5 97.6 284.9 

382.0 108.1 273.9 

373.2 135.0 238.2 

365.7 96.1 269.6 

358.5 118.3 240.2 

357.7 95.3 262.3 

357.5 158.5 198.9 

350.4 100.5 249.9 

344.7 117.9 226.7 

338.8 127.5 211.3 

322.3 102.0 220.3 

313.7 116.9 196.9 

244.5 83.8 160.7 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

308.2 109.7 198.5 

308.7 81.1 227.6 

321.8 91.3 230.5 

344.6 110.6 234.0 

345.7 114.3 231.3 

347.4 78.1 269.3 

351.2 119.2 232.0 

352.9 115.4 237.5 

356.4 122.0 234.4 

357.1 108.0 249.1 

363.3 153.1 210.2 

363.7 115.1 248.6 

368.2 123.1 245.1 

376.3 124.9 251.4 

381.3 127.1 254.1 

384.7 102.0 282.7 










Thursday, December 27,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamamsm 


Page 31 


NFL _ 

NFC playoff picture clear, AFC muddled 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

B arring ties in Week 17 — and 
there are some wild scenarios 
should certain games end in 
draws Sunday — the road to the 
playoffs is quite straight in the NFC. The 
path to a first-round bye in the AFC has a 
bunch of curves in it. 

Already in are NFC division winners 
Dallas (East), New Orleans (South), Chi¬ 
cago (North) and the Los Angeles Rams 
(West). AFC divisions clinched belong to 
New England in the East and, well, nobody 
else. But there are clear leaders. 

Seattle owns an NFC wild card, and the 
LA Chargers have one in the AFC, though 
they can still win the AFC West. 

“You either believe in something or you 
don’t,” says coach Pete Carroll, whose 9-6 
Seahawks made the postseason in what was 
considered a rebuilding year. “I think just 
staying the course and knowing we’re on 
to something. Believing in the history. We 
know what we’re capable of doing. We’ve 
shown it over a lot of years. You’re always 

Foies will get 
another start 
as Eagles QB 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Nick Foies will get 
another shot to lead the Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles to the playoffs. 

Coming off a record-setting perfor¬ 
mance in a 32-30 comeback win over 
Houston, Foies will start when the Eagles 
(8-7) visit Washington (7-8) in a must-win 
game Sunday. 

Coach Doug Pederson announced Mon¬ 
day that Foies will remain under center, 
though it’s no surprise because Carson 
Wentz hasn’t been cleared to return from a 
back injury that has forced him to miss the 
past two games. 

“As he goes through this natural heal¬ 
ing process and the rest and everything, 
our medical team will continue to evaluate 
him and we’ll see where he’s at,” Pederson 
said of Wentz. “Right now, Nick is the guy, 
and we’re going to finish at least this last 
game with Nick, and then we’ll evaluate 
next week again.” 

The defending Super Bowl champs will 
earn the NFC’s second wild-card spot if 
they beat the Redskins and the Vikings (8- 
6-1) lose at home to the Bears (11-4). 

Wentz will stay on the active roster so 
there’s a chance he could return if the Ea¬ 
gles stay alive. It would be tough to bench 
Foies, however, if he continues to play at a 
high level. 

“Those are obviously conversations we 
have to have,” Pederson said. “Those are 
tough decisions to make. I’ve said all along 
that Carson is our guy and if he’s cleared 
and 100 percent and ready to go, then we’ll 
address that at that time.” 

The Eagles have a chance because Foies 
again stepped in for Wentz and has been 
outstanding. Foies was the Super Bowl 
MVP 10 Vi months ago after a spectacu¬ 
lar performance against New England 
led Philadelphia to its first NFL title since 
1960. 

He set a franchise-record with 471 yards 
passing against the Texans and tossed four 


adapting, but it’s staying what you’re true 
to. I think that’s what is happening. We 
look like a team that we have seen before, 
and that’s powerful.” 

Most powerful so far has been New Or¬ 
leans, with the league’s best record at 13-2, 
and a dynamic offense led by Drew Brees. 
The Saints have home-field advantage 
throughout the conference playoffs. 

The Rams (12-3) get the other opening- 
round bye if they beat San Francisco on 
Sunday. If they lose and the Bears win at 
Minnesota, Chicago (11-4) earns the week 
off and Los Angeles drops to the third 
seed. 

A Bears win also could keep the Vikings 
(8-6-1) out of the postseason, providing de¬ 
fending champion Philadelphia (8-7) wins 
at Washington. Only the Vikings or Eagles 
can get the second NFC wild card. 

“We’ve got to empty the bucket, and 
that’s the way we’ve got to play next week 
at home,” Vikings tight end Kyle Rudolph 
says. “I’m really looking forward to that 
environment.” 

In the AFC, seeding is more muddled. 
Any of four teams could be the top or sec- 





Matt Rourke/AP 


Eagles quarterback Nick Foies celebrates 
as he runs off the field after Philadelphia 
beat the Houston Texans on Sunday. 

Foies, who set a franchise-record with 
471 yards passing and tossed four 
touchdown passes against the Texans, 
will start again this week as the Eagles 
try to secure a playoff berth. 

touchdown passes. A week earlier, he led 
the 13V2-point underdog Eagles to a 30-23 
victory on the road over the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

“He’s just an unbelievable player and an 
unbelievable person,” tight end Zach Ertz 
said. “His demeanor is so calm and he’s a 
really good player.” 

The Eagles are 8-2 with Foies the past 
two seasons, including the playoffs and a 
loss to Dallas in a meaningless game in 
Week 17 in which the starters only played 
one quarter. 

Going back to Foies’ first stint in Phila¬ 
delphia, he’s 22-7 as a starter for the Eagles 
since going 1-5 his rookie year in 2012 on 
a 4-12 team that cost Andy Reid his job as 
coach. 


ond seed. 

The simplest route is if Kansas City (11- 
4) and New England (10-5), currently the 
top two in the conference, both win Sunday. 
But if the Chiefs lose at home to Oakland 
and the Chargers (11-4) win at Denver, Los 
Angeles moves into the top spot. 

Houston (10-5) also could wind up No. 
1 in the AFC with losses by the Chiefs, 
Patriots against the Jets, and Chargers. 
New England, the only unbeaten team at 
home this year, would get the first seed 
with a victory and losses by the Chiefs and 
Chargers. 

And get this: Houston doesn’t even own 
a division title. If the Texans fall at home 
to Jacksonville, the winner of the Colts at 
Titans game in Tennessee takes the AFC 
South, and the Texans become a wild card, 
joining either the Chiefs or Chargers. 

Texans coach Bill O’Brien, whose club 
began the season 0-3, is intrigued by the 
division being so ensconced in the playoff 
picture this year. 

“I think that’s an interesting question 
because I can remember the question was, 
two years ago, ‘Why is the AFC South so 


By Dan Greenspan 

Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — Effectively 
locked into their playoff seed last season, 
the Los Angeles Rams rested nearly all of 
their key players against the San Francisco 
49ers in Week 17. 

The Rams will again host the 49ers in the 
regular-season finale on Sunday, but have 
plenty to play for this time around. 

Coach Sean McVay said the Rams would 
go all out to try to secure a first-round bye, 
including playing running back Todd Gur¬ 
ley if he is healthy. 

“We want to do what’s best for Todd most 
importantly, and what’s best for Todd is also 
what’s best for our football team,” McVay 
said Monday. 

The Rams (12-3) will clinch the No. 2 
seed and a first-round bye in the NFC with 
a win or a Chicago loss at Minnesota. They 
can’t get the top spot, which belongs to the 
Saints. 

Gurley was not active for the 31-9 win 
over Arizona on Sunday because of soreness 
in his knee. McVay felt Gurley made prog¬ 
ress during the week and would like to play 
him against the 49ers. Gurley rushed for 63 
yards and two touchdowns and had four re¬ 
ceptions for 23 yards and one touchdown in 
a 39-10 win at San Francisco in Week 7. 

Gurley leads the NFL with 17 rushing 
touchdowns and 21 total touchdowns from 
scrimmage. He also ranks second with 
1,251 yards rushing and fourth with 1,831 
yards from scrimmage. 

McVay also said he would have no con¬ 
cerns about going into a possible NFC divi¬ 
sional-round playoff game with Gurley not 
having played in three weeks should the 
Rams earn a bye. 

“Would it be ideal? No. But is it some¬ 
thing you’re going to be concerned with? 
No,” McVay said, “I think we have a lot of 
confidence in Todd, and if he’s ready to go 
then he’ll be good to go and he’ll be sharp, 
whenever that is.” 

McVay compared the possible extend¬ 
ed absence for Gurley to his decision to 
hold out the Rams’ starting offense in the 
preseason. 


bad?”’ he says. “Now, ‘Why is it so good?’ 

“I’ve never thought it was bad. I think 
every year it’s been extremely difficult 
to win games in the division. I just think 
there’s a lot of great coaches. You’ve got 
Frank (Reich) in Indy, Mike (Vrabel) in 
Tennessee, Doug (Marrone) in Jackson¬ 
ville. You’ve got a lot of great players, quar¬ 
terbacks, so you’ve got a tough division.” 

The AFC division often looked at as the 
toughest has been the North, which, not 
surprisingly, has come down to Baltimore 
vs. Pittsburgh. Except the Ravens (9-6) 
host the Browns, while the Steelers (8-6- 
1) must beat visiting Cincinnati and hope 
their archenemies from Cleveland side¬ 
track Baltimore, either beating or tying 
the Ravens. 

Neither the Ravens nor the Steelers can 
be a wild card — except if Pittsburgh ties 
the Bengals, then Indianapolis and Ten¬ 
nessee also tie. Then the Steelers are in. 

Of course, Pittsburgh also can win 
the North with a draw and a loss by 
Baltimore. 

Your head spinning yet? 


“Guys come back from injuries all the 
time, and it was a long break that we had 
before we started this season with those 
guys, and Todd did a pretty good job against 
Oakland running the football and making 
a lot of big plays,” said McVay, referencing 
the 33-13 win over the Raiders in the sea¬ 
son opener. “You’d obviously like to be able 
to get these guys as much work as possible, 
but most importantly is the health.” 

The Rams found a suitable backup for 
Gurley in veteran C.J. Anderson, who 
rushed for 167 yards and one touchdown on 
20 carries against the Cardinals after sign¬ 
ing with Los Angeles as a free agent last 
Tuesday. However, McVay said Anderson’s 
impressive debut would not sway his deci¬ 
sion on whether Gurley plays this week. 

“We don’t want to do anything where 
we’re putting him in harm’s way,” McVay 
said. “But if he’s getting back, he’s feeling 
good, then the anticipation is getting him 
ready to go. It was good to see what those 
guys did yesterday, but nothing changes 
with regards to our approach with Todd.” 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Rams running back Todd Gurley watches 
from the sidelines against the Arizona 
Cardinals on Sunday. Los Angeles coach 
Sean McVay said Gurley will play on 
Sunday if he’s healthy, the Rams can earn 
a first-round bye with a victory. 


Gurley will play if healthy 
as Rams seek playoff bye 
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LeBron injured 

James leaves during third quarter 
as Lakers rout Warriors » nba, Page 26 



'Generation T QBs 


By the numbers 


7.41 

Average yards per passing 
attempt for major-college 
quarterbacks, the highest 
it’s ever been. 

134.99 

The current passer 
efficiency rating for all FBS 
quarterbacks, which would 
break the previous record 
of 133.83 set in 2012. 


Tua, Kyler part of new breed 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

T rent Dilfer has been head coach 
for the national high school 
quarterback competition known 
as Elite 11 since 2011, and even 
in that short period of time the quality of 
players coming through the program has 
drastically improved. 

“We’ve always had our handful of 
clearly the best,” said Dilfer, the former 
first-round NFL Draft pick and Super 
Bowl-winning quarterback with Balti¬ 
more. “One through three, one through 
five basically have kind of been the same 
every year. You just know they’re going to 
make it. But five through 50 is 50 percent 


better now than it was when I started.” 

Generation Z quarterbacks who grew 
up with personal coaches, 7-on-7 spring 
leagues and all they ever wanted to know 
about two-deep coverage on YouTube 
have taken over college football. Com¬ 
bined with offensive innovation that many 
of these young QBs have seen since mid¬ 
dle school, the passing game has reached 
new heights this season. 

With 25 bowls and the College Football 
Playoff national championship game left 
to play, interceptions are at an all-time 
low (0.82 per team per game) and the 
frequency of passes resulting in a touch¬ 
down (5.48 percent) is at an all-time high 
in the Bowl Subdivision. Major-college 
SEE BREED ON PAGE 28 



Craig Ruttle/AP 


Oklahoma quarterback Kyler Murray holds the 
Heisman Trophy after winning it Dec. 8. 



SOURCE: Associated Press 


Inside: Jeudy following in steps of past Tide star receivers, Page 28 
















